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We receive but what we give, 
And in our life alone does Nature live : 
Oars is her wedding-garment, ours her shroud! 
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Than that ioaaimute cold world, allowed 
To the poor loveless evcr-nnxious crowd, 

Ah, horn the soul itself mui>t issue forth 
A light, a glory, a fair luniiuous cloud, 

Enveloping the £arth: 
And from the rouI itself must there be sent 

A sweet and potent voice of its own birth, 
Of all sweet sounds the Ui« and elemestJ 
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To 

JOHN HOPPEK. 

These pages are so deeply tinged with romance 
and mysticism, that they might seem an unfit of- 
fering to one who has the crowning merit of the 
nineteenth century — that of being a cautious and 
energetic ' business man.' But in a city of stran- 
gers you have been to me as a brother ; most of 
the scenes mentioned in these Letters we have vis- 
ited together ; and I know that the young lawyer, 
busily making his way in a crowded world, has 
not driven from his mind a love for nature and 
poetry, or closed his heart against a most genial 
sympathy for the whole family of man. There- 
fore, this volume is inscribed to you, with grate- 
ful friendship, by 

THE AUTHOR. 
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PREFACE. 

I coRDULLY thank the public for the hearty wel- 
come they have given this unpretending volume. 
I rejoice in it as a new proof that whatsoever^ is 
simple, sincere, and eaniest, will find its way to 
the hearts of men. It is these characteristics, and 
not the amount of talent in its pag^, which have 
made the book popular; and therefore I frankly 
say that I rejoice in its popularity. May it con- 
tinue to perform its destined mission of helping 
human souls to be truthful and free. 

L. MARIA CHILD. 
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LITTERS FROM NEW-YORK. 



LETTER I. 

Aaf ust 19^ 1841 

You ask what is now my opinion of this great 
Babylon ; and playfully remind me of former philip- 
pics, and a long string of vituperative alliterations, 
such as magnil&cence and mud, finery and filth, di- 
amonds and dirt, bullion and brass-tape, &c. &c. 
Nor do you forget my first impression of the city, 
when we arrived at early dawn, amid fog and driz- 
zling rain, the expiring lamps adding their smoke to 
the impure air, and close beside us a boat called the 
* Fairy Queen,' laden with dead hogs. 

Well, Babylon remains the same as then. The 
din of crowded life, and the eager chase for gain, still 
run through its streets, like the perpetual murmur 
of a hive. Wealth dozes on French couches, thrice 
piled, and canopied with damask, while Poverty 
camps on the dirty pavement, or sleeps ofi* its wretch- 
edness in the watch-house. There, amid the splen- 
dour of Broadway, sits the blind negro beggar, with 
horny hand and tattered garments, while opposite to 
him stands the stately mansion of the slave trader, 
still plying his bloody trade, and laughing to scorn 
the cobweb laws, through which the strong can break . 
so easily. 

In Wall-street, and elsewhere, Mammon, as usual, 
coolly calculates his chance of extracting a penny 
from war, pestilence, and famine; and Commerce, 
2 
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14 LETTERS tnom NEW-YORK. 

with her loaded drays, and jaded skeletons of horses, 
is busy as ever fulfilling the * World's contract with 
the Devil.' The noisy discord of the street-cries 
gives the ear no rest; and the weak voice of weary, 
childhood often makes the heart ache for the poor 
little wanderer, prolonging his task far into the hours 
of night. Sometimes, the harsh sounds are pleasant-* 
ly varied by some feminine voice, proclaiming in mu»- 
sical cadence, 'Hot corn ! hot com!' with the poetic 
addition of 'Lily white corn ! Buy my lily white 
corn !' When this sweet, wandering voice salutee 
my ear, my heart replies — 

'Tis a glancing gleam o* the gift of song— 
And the soul that speaks hath suffered wrong. 

There was a time when all Ihese things would 
have passed by me like the flitting figures of the 
magic lantern, or the changing scenery of a theatre, 
sufficient for the amusement of an hour. But now, 
I have lost the power of looking merely on the sur- 
face. Every thing seems to me to come from the In- 
finite, to be filled with the Infinite, to be tending to- 
ward the Infinite. Do I see crowds of men hastening 
to extinguish a fire 7 I see not merely uncouth garbs, 
and fantastic flickering lights of lurid hue, like a 
tramping troop of gnomes, — ^but straightway my 
mind is filled with thoughts about mutual helpful- 
ness, human sympathy, the common bond of broth* 
erhood, and the mysteriously deep foundations on 
which society rests ; or rather, on which it now reels 
and totters. 

But I am cutting the lines deep, when I meant on- 
ly to give you an airy, unfinished sketch. I will an- 
swer your question, by saying, that though New- York 
remains the same, I like it better. This is partly be- 
cause I am like the Lady's Delight, ever prone to 
take root, and look up with a smile, in whatever soil 
you place it ; and partly because bloated disease, an4 
black gutters, and pigs uglier than their ugly kind, 
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jp LSTTfiBS FROM NEW-^TOBK. 15 

n&limg&Jt constitttte &e foreground in my picture of 
New- York. I have become more familiar with the 
pretty parks, dotted about here and there ; with the 
shaded alcoves of the various public gardens ; with 
dooming nooks, and * sunny spots of greenery.' I 
am fast inclining to the belief, that the Battery rivals 
our beautiful Boston Common. The fine old trees 
are indeed wanting; but the newly-planted groves 
offer the light, flexile gracefulness of youth, to com- 
pete with tfieir matur^ majesty of age. In extent, 
and variety of surface, iJiis noble promenade is great- 
ly inferior to ours ; but there is 

* The sea, the sea, the opoa Aoa ; 
The firesh, the bright, the ever free. 

Most fitting symbol of the Infinite, this trackless 
pathway of a world ! heaving and stretching to meet 
the sky it never reaches — like the eager, unsatisfied 
aspirations of the human soul. The most beautiful 
landscape is. imperfect without this feature. In the 
eloquent language of Lamartine — * The sea is to the 
scenes of nature what the eye is to a fine counte- 
nance ; it illuminates them, it imparts to them that 
radiant physiognomy, which makes them live, speak, 
fmchant, and fascinate the attention of those who 
contemplate them.' 

If you deem me heretical in preferring the Battery 
to the Common, consecrated by so many pleasant as- 
aiociations of my youth, I know you will forgive me, 
if you will go there in the silence of midnight, to 
meet the breeze on your cheek, like the kiss of a 
friend ; to hear the continual plashing of the sea, like 
the cool sound of oriental fountains ; to see the moon 
look lovingly on the sea-'nymphs, and throw down 
wealth of jewels on their shining hair ; to look on 
the ships in their dim and distant beauty, each con- 
taining within itself, a little world of human thought, 
and human passion. Or go, when * night, with her 
thousand eyes, looks down into the heart, making it 
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I ^ffskt ' — ^wiiefi 1^6' flead^ fl.tiivi^ q$, dftrk Bnd sob 
€mn, and scarcely sees her imiige inthebllwjk miffCHr 
of the ocean. The city lamps swrrewmd you, Wsb a 
cMmng foeh of clescended constell&ti<ms, &% for the 
feone of Uirania ; while the jmre br^t stars •peep 
through the dancing folkige^ and speak to the soul m 
thoughtful shepherds tm the ancient plains of Ghcd^ 
dea. . And there, like numio Faney, playing fantas* 
tic freaks in the v^ery |»c«senoe of heav^y Imagaam* 
tioa, stands Castle Garden — with its ^y per&^iectiT« 
of <^eured lamps, like a fairy grotto, whe^re kapris^ 
oned fire-spirits send up sparkling wroaths, m Jrock* 
ets laden with glittering ear-drops, caught by tl» 
floating sea-nymphs, as they fall. 

But if you would see the Battery in all its glory, 
look at it when, throu^ the misty mantle of retreal>- 
ing dawn, is seen the gokten light of lie rising sun! 
L^k at the horizon, where earth, sea, attd sky, kiss 
each mher, in robes of reflected glory ! 1!^ i^ips 
streteh their sails to the coming breeftje, and g^<ie ma- 
jestically along — ^fit and graceful embtems of ^e Past; 
steered by Necessity, the Will constraiiied by otH> 
ward Force. Quick as a flash, the steamboat passes 
them by — ^its rapidly revolving wheel made gcMen 
by the sunlight, and dropping diamonds to the laugh* 
ing Nereides, profusely as pearls from Prince Dst^^ 
hazy's embroidered coat. In that steamer, see you 
not an appropriate type of the busy, powerful, self- 
conscious Present? Of man's Will conquering out- 
ward Force ; and thus making the el^nents his ser- 
vants? 

From this southern extremity of the city, anciently 
called < The Wall of the Half-Moon,' you may, if 
you like, pass along the Bowery to Bloomingdale, on 
the north. What a combination of flowery sounds 
to take captive the imagination! It is a pleasant 
road, much used for fashionable drives; but the love- 
ly names scarcelv keep the promise they give tho 
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ftiHT; especially to <me aoeitttoi&ed to tte beautifiil 
esrironfi of Boston. 

• During your nunble, you may meet wandering 
Bttusieians. Perhaps a poor Tyxoiese with his street- 
organ, or a Scotch lad, with Arill bag-pipe, decorated 
with tartan ribbons. Let them who will, despise 
tfaeir humUe calling. Small skill, indeed, is needeil 
to grind forth that machinery of sounds ; but my 
heart salutes them with its benison, in commKm with 
aH things that cheer this weary world. I have little 
sjrmpathy with the severe morality that drove these 
tuneful idlers frcnn the streets of Boston. They are 
to the drud^g city, what Spring birds ate to the 
country. This world has passed from its youthful, 
Troubadour Age, into the thinking, toiling Age of 
Reform. This we may not regret, because it needs 
must be. But welcome, most welcome, all that brings 
back reminiscQEices of its childhood, in the cheering 
voice of poetry and song. 

Therefore blame me not, if I turn wearily aside 
from the dusty road of reforming duty, to gather 
►flowers in sheltered noolcs, or play with gems in hid- 
den grottoes. The Practical has striven hard to suf- 
focate the Ideal withm me ; but it is immortal, and 
cannot die. It needs but a glance of Beauty from 
earth or sky, and it starts into blooming life, like 
liie aloe touched by fairy wand. 



LETTER XL 

AiifustSl,18<l. 

You think my praises of the Battery exaggerated: 
perhaps they are so ; but there are three points on 
which I am crazy — miisic, moonlight, and the sea. 
There are other points, greatly differing from these, 
on which most American juries would be prone to 
convict me of insanity. You know a New- York 
2* 
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iBLVtf9t^e6$mi iiiBaiii^tobe ^a diiefii^ in opu»6]i 
from the mass of mankind.' By tlRs rule, I am as 
fiaad as -a Mareh haie ; ti^ough, as Andrew Faiioeiu 
Yice said, 'why a hare sbecdd be nMNremadiaMai^ 
ibm at Mi^aefanas, is more than I k^^.' 
,:f I admit thai Boston, in her extai»Te and airy 

iDommon, possesses a Idesnng unrivsdled by any 
other eity ; bnt i am not*Ae less disposed to be Uimk*- 
fiil for ^e criroumaeribed, but wel^i^mded, itmits-i^ 
the Washington Pai«de GrcRmd, and Union Park, 
with its nksety-trimmed cirde of hedge, its well^ndled 
Igravel walks, and its Telv^ greensward, shavon as 
smootii as a Quaker beau. Tl^ escaet ovdter of its 
arrangement would be ofi«siye in the country; ai»i 
ev«!i here, the eye of taste would prefer Tanatkms, 
and undulatioii of outline; buttrinmess seems more 
in place in a city, than annd the graceful ccHifusioii 
of nature; and neatness has a diarm in New-Yoi^) 
by reason of its ^Loeeding rarity. St Jdm^s Park, 
though not without preteni^mis to beauty, never 
strikes my eye agreeably, because it is shut up fipcwn 
' fte beople; the key teing kept by a few g»ife^« 

families in the vicimty. You know I am an ^lemr 
to mxmopolies; wisbmg all Heaven's good gifts ta 
man to be as free e^ tl^ wind, and as universal ad 
the sunshine. 

I like the various small gardens in New- York, wi Ai 
their shaded alcoves of lattice- work, where one can 
eat an ice-cream, shaded from the sun. You have 
none such in Boston ; and they would probably be 
objected to, as open to the vulgar and the vicious. I 
do not walk dirough the world with such fear of soil- 
ing tny garments. Let science, literature, musie, 
flowers, all things that te»d to cultivate Ihe mtefiect^ 
or humaniae the heart, be open to ' Tom, Dick, and 
H€urry;' and thus, in process of time, tl^y will be- 
come Mr. Thomas, Richard, and Henry. In all 
these &ings, the ipefined should think of what they 
ean vmpctrty not of what they can receive. 
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A^ fyg 43^ Tkmis, tliey exmte m me mote «f 
43ompa£si<»i than dislike. The Great Seandier o£ 
Mmxtjs aioee knows whether I should not haTe beatx 
im they ai^^ with the same neglected childhood, the 
same vicious examples, the s^tne oveipo wering tenipt- 
«ktion of misery a^ want If they will but pay to 
TJoitue the ouIwimmI homage of deeonun, Gkod forbid 
thai I should wi^ to exclude them fixxn the healtb- 
fiil breeze, and the shaded prom^iade. Wretched 
4^Eio^h are they in their utter degradation; nor is 
society so guiltless of dieir rmn, as 4o justify aoy of 
i|s mi^^abeirs m impitying scoim. 

And this reminds me that in this rast emporium 
of poverty and crime, thei^ are, fnoroZ/y speaking, 
sc^ne flowery nooks, e^ ^ simny "spots of gr^eoe^J 
I i^ed to say, I knew not where weve the ten right*- 
m^ n^n to save the city ; but I have found tbea 
now. Since then, the Wa^shington Temp^raaoe So* 
cieiy has been organized, €md active m good works. 
Apart fFom the f^yacal purity, the trium|^ of so^d 
over i^nse, implied in abstinence fnHn stimulating 
jyiquc^ these societies have peculiarly interested me, 
b^ause they are based on the Law of Love. The 
Pure is inlaid in the Holy, like a peaii s^ in fine 
Igoid. Heie is no ^fi£been^gedloa-laW,' no attenKktnce 
upon the lobbies of legislatures, none rf the bustle 
or manoBuvres of pohtical party ; measures as use- 
less m the moral world, as machines to ibroe wiUer 
*hove its level are in the jAiysical world. S«enely 
above all these, stands this new Genius of Temper- 
laince ; her trust in Heaven, her hold on the hmnan 
hewrt. To the fallen and the perij^iing she thmws a 
i^k^ii cord, and gently draws him within the golden 
ismi^ of human brotherhood, ^e has learned that 
.persuasion is mightier than coercion, that the voice 
of encouragement finds an echo in the heart deeper, 
laar deeper, tiiaai the thunder of reproof. 

Tbe Wessing of the perishing, aiwi of tiie merciful 
God, who cares for themi wMl rest ^upon the Waflb>- 
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imglmi Tmsjpm^xtde^bd&tfi A shc^ t^oatesiMe, one 
oi its members fcamd an old acquaintance lying ai^ep 
in a dirty alley, scarcely covered with filthy rags, 
pinned and tied together. Being waked, the ipo^~ 
fellow exclain^d, in j^teous tones, 'O, dcMi^t take mb 
to the Police Office -r- Please don't take me there.' 
*0, no,' replied the jnissioaiary of m^xsy ; 'you ^all 
have shoes to your feet, and a decent coat on your 
back, and be a Man again ! We have better w^k 
for you to do, than to lie in prison. You will be 
a Temperance preach^ yet.' 

He was comfortably clothed^ kindly encmnaged, 
and employm^at procui^ed for him at the printing of* 
fice of the Washington Society. He now works 
steadily all day, and jwreaches t^nperance in the eve- 
ning. Every week I hear of similar instaiu^es. Are 
not these men enough to save a city? Thi& Society 
is one among several powerful ageimes now at wcMck, 
to teach society that it makes Us mon crvnmuds^ and 
th^a, at prodi^us loss of time^ mcaiey, and morals, 
punishes its own work. 

The otiier day,^ I stood by tiie wayside while a 
Washingtonian procession, two miles long, passed by. 
All classes swad trades were represented, with appro- 
priate music and, banners. Troops of boys carried 
little wells and pumps ; and on many of the banners 
were flowing fountains and running brooks. One 
represented a wife kneeling in gratitude for a hus- 
band restored to her and himself; on another, a group 
of children were joyfully embracing Ihe knees of a 
reformed father. Fire ccHupanies were there with 
badges and engines; and military companies, with 
gaudy colours and tinsel trappings. Toward the close, 
came two barouches, containing the men who first 
started a Temperance Society on the Washingtonian 
plan. These six individuals were a carpenter, a 
coach-maker, a tailor, a blacksmith, a wheelwright, 
and a silver-plater. They held tfieir meetings in a 
<»j?penter's slu^, in BaltinMure, before any pther per* 
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them reverence, as they passed. It was a beSiutiM 
pagesuit, and but one thing was wanting to mate it 
complete; tiiere should have been carts drawn by 
garlaiMied oxen, filled with vromen and litfle children, 
bearing a banner, on wWeh was inscribed, we are 
HAPPY NOW ! I nmsed the women and the children ; 
for without something to represent the genial influ- 
ence of itomestic life, the circle of joy ^vA hope is 
^^mi ineoB^lete. 

But the absent ones were present to my mind; and 
the pressure oi many thou^ts brought tears to my 
eyes* I seemed to see John the jfeptist preparing a 
pathway dirough the wilderness for the coming of 
the Hofest; for like unto his is this mission of tem- 
p^ance. Clean senses are fitting vessels for pure af- 
feeti©ns and lofty thoughts. 

Withiii the outwaiti form I saw, as usual, spiritual 
^ignifieaaee. As die bodies of men were becoming 
weaned trom stimulating drinks, so were their souls 
beginning to approach those pure fountains of living 
water, whieh refi^esh and strengthen, but never in- 
toxicate. The music, too, was revealed to me in ful- 
ness of meaning. Much of it was of a military char- 
acter, and 45heered onward to combat and to victory. 
Evearything about war I loatiie and detest, except its 
music. My heart leaps at the trumpet-call, and 
mulches with the drum. Because I cannot ever hate 
it, I know that it is the utterance of something good, 
perverted to a ministry of sin. It is the voice of re- 
sistance to evil, of c<Mnbat with the false ; therefore 
Abe brave soul springs forward at the warlike tone, 
for in it is heard a call to its appmnted mission. 
Whoso does not see that genuine life is a battle and 
a march, has poorly read his origin and his destiny, 
tiet the trumpet sound, and ihe drums toll ! Glory to 
resistance ! for through its agency men become angels. 
The instinct awakened by martial music is noble and 
true ; and theref<Mre its voice will not pass away ; but 
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it will cease to represent war with eaenal w^^poMi 
and reiuain a type of that spiritual combat, whereby 
the soul is purified. It is right noble to fight with 
wickedness and wrong; the mistake is in sappoj»a^ 
tjiat spiritual evil can be overcome by physical means* 

Would that Force were banished to the unholy 
region, whence it came, and that men would learn to 
trust more fully in the law of kindness* I think of 
this, every time I pass a dozing old woinan, who, from 
time immemorial, has sat behind a fruit stall at the 
corner of St. Paul's Church. Half the time she is 
asleep, and the wonder is that any fruit remains upon 
her board ; but in this wicked city very paaay of the 
boys deposit a cent, as they take an apple : for they 
have not the heart to wrong owe who trusts them. 

A sea-captain of my acquaintance, lately returned 
from China, told me that the Americans and English 
were much more trusted by the natives, than theif 
own countrymen ; that the fact of belonging to those 
nations was generally considered good security in a 
bargain. I expressed surprise at this ; not supposing 
the Yankees, or their ancestors, were peculiarly dis- 
tinguished for generosity in trade. He replied, tJiat 
they were more so in China than at home ; because, 
in the absence of adequate laws, and legal penalties, 
they had acquired the habit of trustmg in each other^s 
honour and honesty ; and this formed a bond so 
sacred, that few were willing to break it. I saw 
deep significance in the fact. 

Speaking of St. Paul's Church, near the Astor 
House, reminds me of the fault so often found by 
foreigners with our light grey stone as a material for 
Gothic edifices. Though the church is not Gothic, 
I now understand why such buildings contrast disad- 
vantageously with the dark-coloured cathedrals of 
Europe. St. Paul's has lately been covered with a 
cement of dark, reddish- brown sand. Some complain 
that it looks ' like gingerbread ;' but for myself, I 
greatly like the depth of colour. Its steeple now stands 
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reMeved'agamist the sky, with a sombre grandeur 
which would be in admirable keeping with the mas- 
sive proportions of Gothic architecture. Grey and 
»late colour appropriately belong to lighter styles of 
bmiiding; applied to the Gothic they become like 
tragic thougkis uttered in mirthful tones. 

The disagreeables of New- York, 1 deliberately- 
mean to keep out of sight, when I write to you. By 
contemplating beauty, the character becomes beauti- 
ful; and in this wearisome world, I deem it a duty 
to speak genial words, and wear cheerful looks. 

Yet for once, I will depart from this rule, to speak 
of the dog-killers. Twelve or fifteen hundred of 
these animals have been killed this summer ; in the 
hottest of the weather at the rate of three hundred a 
day. The safety of the city doubtless requires their 
expulsion ; but the manner of it strikes me as exceed- 
ingly cruel and demor alizing. The poor creatures are 
knocked down on the pavement, and beat to death. 
Sometimes they are horribly maimed, and run howl- 
ing and limping away. The company of dog-killers 
themselves are a frightful sight, with their bloody 
clubs, and spattered garments. I always run fiom 
ihe window when I hear them; for they remind me 
of the Reign of Terror. Whether such brutal scenes 
do not prepare the minds of the young to take part 
in blo5dy riots and revolutions is a serious question. 

You promised to take my letters as they happened 
to come — fanciful, gay, or serious. I am in autum- 
nal mood to-day, therefore forgive the sobriety of my 
strain. 



LETTER m. 

September S, 1841. 

Oh, these damp, sultry days of August ! how op- 
pressive they are to mind and body \ The sun star- 
ing at you from bright red walls, like the shining 
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fece of a farted cook. Strange to say, 1^7 aie 
painted red, blocked off with white compartments, as 
nuiuerous as Protestaat sects, and as unlovely in 
their narrowness. What an expenditure for ugliness 
and discomfort to the eye ! To paint bricks their 
own colour, resembles the great outlay of time and 
money in theological schools^ to enable dismal, arbi- 
trary souls to give an approved image of themsetv^ 
in their ideas of Deity. 

After all, the God wkkin us is the God we really 
believe m, whatever we may have learnt in cate- 
ehisms or creeds. 

Hence to some, the divme image presents itself 
habitually as a dark, solemn shadow, saddening the 
gladsomeness of earA, like thunder-clouds reflected 
on the fair mirror of the sea. To others, the religi- 
ous sentiment is to the soul what ^ring is in the 
seasons, flowers to the eye, and music to thenar. In 
the greatest proportion o€ minds these sentiments are 
mixed, and therefore two images are reflected, one to 
be worshipped with love, the other with fear. 

Hence, in Catholic countries, you meet at one cor- 
ner of the road frightfully painted hell-fires, into 
which poor struggling human souls are sinking ; and 
at another, the sweet Madonna, with her eye of pity 
and h^ lip of love. Whenever God appears to the 
eye of faith, as terrible in power, and stem in ven- 
geance, the soul craves some form of mediation, and 
satisfies its want. As the reprobate college-boy trusts 
to a mother's persuasive love to intercede for him 
with an angry father, so does the Catholic, terrified 
with visions of torment, look up trustingly to the 
* Blessed mother. Virgin mild.' 

Not lightly, or scornfully, would I speak of any 
such manifestations of faith, childish as tl|py may- 
appear to the eye of reason. The Jewish dispensa- 
tion was announced in thunder and lightning ; the 
Christian, by a chorus of love, from angel voices. 
The dark shadow of the one has fearfully thrown it- 
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self across the mild radiance of the other. Those old 
superstitious tim^s could not well do otherwise than 
mix their dim theology with the new-horn glorious 
hope. Well may >ve rejoice that they could not trans- 
mit flie blessed Idea completely veiled in gloom. 
Since the Past will overlap upon the Present, and 
therefore Christianity must slowly evolve itself from 
Judaism, tel us at least be thankful that, 

*From the same grim turret fell 
The shadoto and the song,^ 

Whence came all this digression? It has as little 
to do with New- York, as a seraj^ has to do with 
Banks and Markets. Yet iii good truth, it all c«me 
from a painted brick wall staring in at my chamber 
window. What a strange thing is Uae mind ! * How 
marvellously is the in&oite embodied in the smallest 
fragment of the finite ! 

It was ungrateful in me to complain of those walls, 
for I am more blest in my prospect than most inhabit- 
ants of cities; even without allowing for the fact that, 
more thag most others, I always see much within a 
landscape—^ a light and a revealing ' everywhere. 

Opposite to me is a little, little, patch of garden, 
trimly kept, and neatly white- washed. In the ab- 
s^ioe of rippling brooks and blooming lauiel, I am 
tbs^nkful fox its marigolds and poppdes, 

..--,,,-« s]<|e by stde. 
And at each end a hollyhock. 
With an edge of London Pride.' 

And then between me and the sectarian brick wall, 
there are, moreover, two beautiful yoimg trees. An 
Ailanthus, twisting its arms lovingly within its smal- 
ler sister Catalpa. One might almost imagine them 
two lovely nymphs suddenly transformed to trees, in 
the midst of a graceful, twining dance. I should be 
half-reluctant to cut a cluster of the beautiful crimson 
seed-vessels, lest I should wound the finger of some 
Hamadryad, 
3 
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'Those simfie crowB-twistee^ 

Who of one favourite U'oe in some sweet sp<tt 

Make honfie and leave it not.' 

But I must quit this strain ; or you will say the 
fair, floating Grecian shadow casts itself too obviously 
over my Christianity. Perchance, you will even call 
me ' transcendental;' that being a word of most elas- 
tic signification, used to denote every thing that has 
no name in particular, and that does not especially 
relate to pigs and poultry. 

Have patience with me, and I will come straight 

back from the Ilissus to New- York ^thus. 

C You too would worship two little trees and a feuur 
flower, if you had gcme with me to the neighbour- 
hood of the Five Points the other day. Morally and 
physically, the breathing air was like an open tomb. 
How souls or bodies could live there, I could not 
imagine..^ If you want to see something worse than 
Hogarth's Gin Lane, go there in a warm afternoon, 
when the poor wretches have come to what they call 
home, and are not yet driven within doors, by dark- 
ness and constables. There you will see nearly every 
form of human misery, every sign of human dcgrada>- 
tion. The leer of the licentious, the dull sensualism 
of the drunkard, the sly glance of liie thief — oh; it 
made my heart ache for many a day. I regretted the 
errand of kindness that drew me th^e; for it stunned 
my senses with the amount of evil, and fell upon the 
strong hopefulness of my character, like a stroke of 
the palsy. What a place to ask one's self, 'Will 
the millenium ever come!' 

And there were multitudes of children — of little 
girls. Where were their guardian angels? God be 
praised, the wilfully-committed sin alone shuts out 
their influence; and therefore into the young child's 
soml they may always enter. 

Mournfully, I looked upon these young creatures, 
as I said within myself, ' And this is the education 
society gives her childr^i — the morality of myrmi- 
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dans, the charity of constaHes!' Yet in the far-off 
Future I sstw a gleam. For these, too, Christ has 
died. For these was the chorus sung over the hills 
of Judea; and the heavenly music will yet find an 
)fcho deep in thek hearts. 

It is said a spacious pond of sweet, soft water, (mce 
occupied the place where Five Points stands. It 
might have furnished half the city with the purifying 
element; but it was filled up at incredible exp^ise — 
a million loads of earth being thrown in, before per- 
mvable progress was made. Now, they have to 
supply the city with water from a distance, by the 
prodigious expaise of the Crotwi Water Works. 

This is a good illustration of the policy of society 
towards crime. Thus does it choke up nature, and 
then seek to protect itself from the result, by the in- 
calculable expense of bolts, bars, the gallows, watch- 
houses, police courts, constables, and * Egyptian 
tomb®,^ as they call one of the principal prisons here. 
If viewed only as a blunder, JSatan might well laugh 
at the short-sightedness of the world, all the while 
toiling to build the edifice it thinks it is demolishing. 
Destroying violence by violence, cunning by cunning, 
is ^syphus' work, and must be so to the end. Never 
diall we bring the angels among us, by * setting one 
devil up to knock anoth^ devil down;' as the old 
w^nan said, in hc«nely but expressive phrase. 



LETTER IV. 

September 9, 184L 

New- York enjoys a great privilege, in facility and 
cheapness of communication with many beautiful 
places in the vicinity. For six cents one can ex- 
change the hot and dusty city, for Staten Island, 
Jersey, or IJoboken ; three cents will ccaavey you to 
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Brooklyn, and tWelt^ i^ a half eente payb for A 
most beautiful sail of ten miles, to Fort Iiee. In ad- 
dition to the charm of rural beauty, all these plac«i 
are bathed by deep waters. 

The Indians named the most beautiful lake erf 
New England Win-ne-pe-sauk-ey, (by corruption, 
Winnepiseogee,) which means, the Stnile of the Great 
Spirit. I always think of this name, so expressively 
poetic, whenever I see sunbeams or moonbeams 
glancing on the waves. 

Because this feature is wanting in the landscape, 
I tiiink our beautiful Massachusetts Brookline, — 
with its graceful, feaUiery elms, its majestic old oaks, 
its innumerable hidden nooks of greenery, and Ja- 
maica pond, that lovely, lucid mirror of the water 
nymphs. — is scarcely equal to Hoboken, I saw it 
for the nrst time in the early verdure of spring, and 
under the mild light of a declining sun. A small 
open glade, with natural groves in the rear, and the 
broad river at its foot, beaxs the impoekig name of 
Elysian Fields. The scene is one where a poetfs 
disembodied spirit might be well ccmtent to wsmder; 
but, alas, the city intrudes her vices into this beauti- 
f\^l sanctuary of nature. There stands a publid 
house, with its bar room, and bowling alley, a place 
of resort for the idle and profligate ; kept within ttie 
bounds of decorum, however, by the ccmstant pres^ 
ence of respectable visiters. 

Near this house, I found two tents of Indians. 
These children of the forest, like the monks of old^i 
time, always had a fine eye for the picturesque. 
Wherever you find a ruined monastery, or the re- 
mains of an Indian encampment, you may be sure 
you Itave discovered the loveliest site in all the sur- 
rounding landscape. 

A fat little pappoose, round as a tub, with eyes 
like black beads, attracted my attention by the com- 
ical awkwardness of its tumbling movements. I en- 
tered into ccmv^sation with the parents, and found 
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th«^ belwgcd to the xaooLDbalkt of the B^Eiobsoot tribe. 
This, as Ssott says, was ' picking up a dropped 
stitch' in tide adventures of my life. 

' Ah,' said I, * I once ate supper with your tribe 
in a h^nlock forest, on the shores of the Kennebec. 
Is the old chief, Captain Neptune, yet aUve ?^ 

They almost clajqjed their hands with delight, to 
find one who remembered Capt. Neptime. I inquired 
lor Etalexis, his nephew, and tliis was to them another 
famiUar word, which it gave them joy to hear. 

Long forgott^i scenes were restored to memory, 
and the images of early youth stood distinctly before 
me. 1 seemed to see old Neptune and his handsome 
nephew, a tall, athletic youth, of most graceful pro* 

rations. I always used to think of Etalexis, when 
read of Benjs^nin West's exclamation, the first time 
he saw the Apollo Belvidere : * My God ! how hke 
It young Mohawk warrior !' 

But for years I had not tfiought of the majestic 
young Indian, until the meeting in Hoboken again 
bKmght him to my mind. I seemed to see him as I 
saw him last — the very dandy of his tribe — ^with a 
broad band of shining brass about his hat, a circle of 
silver on his breast, tied with scarlet ribbons, and a 
long belt of curiously- wrought wampum hanging to 
his feet. His imcle stood quietly by, pufing his 
p^pe, undisturbed by the consciousness of wearing a 
crushed hat and a dirty blanket. With girlish curi- 
osity, I raised the heavy tassels of the wampum belt, 
smd said playfully to the old man, ' Why don't you 
wear such a one as this V 

* What for me wear ribbons and beads V he re- 
pl^ : * Me no want to catch 'em squaw,^ 

He spoke in the slow, imperturbable tone of his 
race ; but there was a satirical twinkle in his small 
black eye, as if he had sufficiently learned the tricks 
of civilization to ^oy mightily any jokes upon 
women. 

3* 
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We pijpc^^M^ a hmls^t m th0 Blyfiiaffib Fklfbl, mB% 
memento of these ghosts of the Past: pre£^ring a|L 
imfinished one of pure white willow, im$to&nra bf 
daubs of red and yellow. 

Last week I again saw Hoboken in the full glorjr 
of moonlight. Seea thus, it is beautiful beyond imr 
agining. The dark, thickly i^iaded groves, where 
flickering shadows play fantastic gambols with tbt 
mocmlight ; the water peeping h^e and there throu^ 
the foliage, like the laughing fece of a friend; 
the high, steep banks, wooded down to the margin 
of the river ; the deep loneliness, interrupted cmly by 
the Katy-dids; all conspired to ^oouce a|i insn 
pression of solemn beauty. 

If you follow this path for about three miles from 
the landing-place, you arrive at Weehawken ; cele- 
brated as the place where Hamiltcm fmight his fatu) 
duel with Burr, and where his aoa likewise fell m a 
duel the year preceding. The place is difficult of ac- 
cess ; but^ himdreds of men and women have there 
engraven their names on a rock nearly as hard as^ad^ 
anaauat A monument to Hamilton was h^e erected 
at considerable expense ; but it became the scene of 
such frequent duels, that the gentlemen who raised 
it caused it to be broken into fragments ; it is still, 
however, frequented for the same bad purpose. 
What a lesson to distinguished men to be careful o£ 
the moral influence they exert ! I probably admire 
Hamilton with less enthusiasm than those who fully 
sympathize with his oonservative twidencies ; but I 
mid so much to' reverence in the character of this 
early friend of Wadiington, that I can never suffi- 
ciently regret the silly cowardice which led him into 
so fatal an error. Yet would I speak of it §extdy, as 
Pierpont does in his political poem : 

* Wert thou t^tleis m thy exit? Nfty: 
Nor tpotl^s is the ntonarch of the day. 
Still hot one cloud shall o'er thy fame be case^ 
And that shall shade ao actioii but thy UuiJ 
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' A feie statue of Hamilton was wrowght by Ball 
Hughes, w^iich, Hke all resemblances of him, forci- 
bly i^mmded one of William Pitt. It was placed in 
the Exchange, in Wall street, and was enured into 
atoms by the falling in of the roof, at the great fire 
of 1835. ^rhe artist stood gazing on the scene with 
Mstless despair ; and when this favourite production 
of his genius, on which he had bestowed the labour 
of two long yeftts, fell beneath the ruins, he sobbed 
and wept like a child. 

The little spot at WeehaWken, which led to this 
digression about Hamilton, iis one of the last places 
which should be desecrated by the evil passions of 
man. It is as lovely as a nook of Paradise, before 
Satan entered its gardens. Where the steep, well- 
wooded bank descends to the broad bright Hudson, 
half way down is a level glade of verdant grass, 
completely embowered in foliage. The sparkling 
water peeps between the twining boughs, like light 
through the rich tracery of gothic windows ; and the 
cheerful twittering of birds alone mingles with the 
measured cadence of the plashing waves. Here 
Hamilton fought his duel, just as the sun was rising; 

* Clouds slumbering at his feet, and the clear blue 
Of summer's sky in beauty bending o'er him : 
The city bright below ; and far away, 
Sparkling in golden light, his own romantic bay.' 

* TaU spire, and glittering roof, aad battlement. 
And banners floating in the mtmy fit, 

And white sails o*er the calm bloe watert bent, 
Green isle and circling shore, all blended there 
In wild reality.' 

We descended, to return to the steamboat, by an 
open path on the river's edge. The high bank, among 
Whose silent groves we had been walking, now rose 
above our heads in precipitous masses of rugged 
stone, h^e and there broken into recesses, which, in 
the evening Ught, kxiked like darksonie eaverns. 
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Trees bent over the very edge of the siunmit, anwl 
their unearthed roots twisted among the rocks like 
huge serpents. On the otlier side lay the broad Hud- 
son in the moonlight, its waves rippling up to the 
shore with a cool, refreshing sound. 

All else was still — ^still — so fearfully still, that one 
might almost count the beatings of the heart. That 
my heart did beat, I acknowledge ; for here was the 
supposed scene of the Mary Rogers tragedy; and 
though the recollection of ker gave me no imeasiness, 
I could not forget that the quiet lovely path we were 
treading was near to the city, with its thousand 
hells, and frightfully easy of access. 

We spoke of the miurdered girl, as we passed the 
beautiful promontory near the Sybil's cave, where 
her body was found, lying half in and half out of 
the water. A few steps further on, we encountered 
the first human beings we had met during the whole 
of our long ramble — two yoimg women, singing with 
a somewhat sad constraint, as if to keep their cour- 
age up. 

I had visited the Sybil's cave in the day time, and 
should have entered its dark mouth by the moonUght, 
had not the aforesaid remembrances of the city 
haunted me like evil spirits. 

We Americans, you know, are so fond of classic 
names, that we call a village Athens, if it have but 
three houses, painted red to blush for their own ugli- 
ness. Whence this cave derives its imposing title I 
cannot telL It is in fact rather a pretty httle place,, 
cut out of soft stone, in rude imitation of a gothic 
interior. A rock in the centre, scooped out like a 
baptismal font, contains a spring of cool, sweet wa- 
ter. ITie entire labour of cutting out this cave was 
performed by one poor Scotchman, with chisel and 
hammer. He worked upon it an entire year ; and 
probably could not have completed it in less than six 
months, had he given every day of his time. He 
expected to derive considerable profit by selling 
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dmt^ts tiom. the spring, and keeping a small fruit 
stand near it. But alas, for the vanity of human 
expectations I a few weeks after he completed his la- 
borious task, he was driven off the grounds, it is said, 
unrequital by the proprietor. 

A little before nine, we returned to the city. There 
was a strong breeze, and the boat bounded over the 
waves, producing that delightful sensation of elas- 
ticity and vigour, which one feels when riding a free 
and fiery steed. The moon, obscured by fleecy clouds, 
shone with a saddened glory; rockets rose from Cas- 
tle Garden, and dropped their blazing jewels on the 
billowy bosom of the bay; the lamps of the city 
gleamed in the distance ; and with pain&il pity for 
the houseless street- wanderer, I gratefully remem- 
bered that one of those distant lights illuminated a 
home, where true and honest hearts were ever ready 
to bid me welcome. 



LETTER V. 

fleptonbar ie» 18IL 

Since I wrote last, I have again visited Hoboken 
to see a band of Scotchmen in the old Highland cos- 
tume. They belong to a Benevolent Society for the 
reUef of indigent countrymen ; and it is their custom 
to meet annually in Gaelic dress, to run, leap, hurl 
stones, and join in other Highland exercises — ^in fond 
ifemembrance of 

* The land of rock and glen 

Of strath, and lake, and mountain. 

And more — of gifted men. 

There were but thirty or forty in number, and a 
very small proportion of them fine specimens of man- 
hood. There was one young man, however, who 
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was no bad sample of a hsave young chief in the old- 
en time; with athletic frame, frank countenance, bold 
bearing, and the bright, eager eye of one familiar 
with rugged hills and the mountain breeze. Before 
I was told, my eye singled him out, as most likely to 
bear away the prizes in the games. There was met- 
tle in him, that in another age and in another clime, 
would have enabled him to stand beside brave old 
Torquil of the Oak, and give the cheerful response, 
Bas air son Eachiii.^ (Death for Hector.) 

But that age has passed, blessed be God ! and he 
was nothing more than a handsome, vigorous Scotch 
emigrant, skilful in Highland games. 

The dresses in general, like the wardrobe of a the- 
atre, needed the effect of distance to dazzle the ima- 
gination ; though two or three of them were really 
elegant. Green or black velvet, with glittering but- 
tons, was fitted close tojthe arms and waist; beneath 
which fell the tartan kilt in ample folds; from the 
left shoulder flowed a long mantle of bright-coloured 
plaid, chosen according to the varieties of individual 
taste, not as distinguishing marks of ancestral clans. 
Their shaggy pouches, called sporrans^ were of plush 
or fur. From the knee to the ankle, there was no other 
covering than the Highland buskin of crimson plaid. 
One or two had dirks with j^eaths and hilts beauti- 
fully embossed in silver, and ornamented with large 
crystals from Cairngorm; St. Andrew and the thistle," 
exquisitely wrought on the blades of polished steel. 

These were exceptions; for, as I have said, the 
corps in general had a theatrical appearance; nor 
can I say they bore their standards, or unsheathed 
their cla /mores, with a grace quite sufficient to excite 
my imagination. Two boys, of eight or ten years 
old, who carried the tassels of the central banner, in 
complete Highland costume, pleased me more than 
all the others ; for children receive gracefulness from 
nature, and learn awkwardness of men. 
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Qut thatch there were many accompaniments to 
render the scene common-place and vulgar, yet it 
:w^as not without pleasurable excitement, slightly 
tinged with romance, that I followed them along the 
steep banks of Hoboken, and caught glimpses of 
them between the tangled foliage of the trees, or the 
sinuosities of rocks, almost as rugged as their own 
mountain-passes. Banners and mantles, which might 
not have borne too close inspection, looked graceful 
as they floated so far beneath me ; and the sound of 
the bagpipes struck less harshly on my ear, than 
when tne musicians stood at my side. But even soft- 
ened by distance, I thought the shrill wailing of this 
instrument appropriate only to Clan Chattan^ whose 
Chief was called Mohr ar chat^ or the Great Cat. 

As a phantom of the Past, this little pageant inte- 
rested me extremely. I thought of the hatred of 
those fierce old clans, whose ' blood refused to mix, 
even if poured into the same vessel.' They were in 
the State what sects are in the Church — narrow, 
selfish, and vindictive. 

The State has dissolved her clans, and the Church 
is fast following the good example : though there are 
still sectaries casting their shadows on the sunshine 
of God's earth, who, if they were to meet on the Devil's 
Bridge, as did the two old feudal chieftains of Scot- 
land, would, like them, choose death rather than 
humble prostration for the safe foot-path of an enemy. 

Clans have forgotten old quarrels, and not only 
mingled together, but with a hostile nation. National 
pride and national glory is but a more extended clan- 
ship, destined to be merged in universal love for the 
human race. Then farewell to citadels and navies, 
tariffs and diplomatists ; for the prosperity of each 
will be the prosperity of all 

In religion, too, the spirit of extended, as well as 
of narrow clanship will cease. Not only will Chris- 
tianity forget its minor subdivisions, but it will itseJf 
cease to be sectarian. That only will be a genuine 
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World's Convention/ when Christians, with rever- 
ent tenderness for the religious sentiment in every 
form, are willing that Mohammedans or Pagans should 
unite with them in every good work, without ab- 
staining from ceremonies which to them are sacred. 

* The Turks,' says Lamartine, * always manifest 
respect for what other men venerate and adore. 
Wherever a Mussulman se^s the image of Grod in 
the opinion of his fellow-creatures, he bows down 
and he respects ; persuaded that the mtentian sanc- 
tifies the /orm.' 

This sentiment of reverence, so universal among 
Mohammedans, and so divine in its character, might 
well lead Pierpont to ask, when standing in thebury- 
ing-ground of Constantinople, 



' If all that host^ 



Whose turbaned marbles o'er them nod, 

Were doomed, when giving up the ghost, 

To die as those who have no God ? 

No, no, my God ! They worshipped Thxv ; 

Then let not doubts my spirit darken^ 

That Thou, who always hearest me. 

To these, thy children too, didst hearken.' 

'nie world, regenerated and made free, will at l«^t 
bid a glad farewell to clans and sects ! Would that 
their graves were dug, and their requiems sung j aiid 
nothing but their standards and costumes left, as cii- 
rious historical records of the benighted Past ! 
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LETTER VI. 

September i23, 1841. 

I lately visited the Jewish Synagogue in Crosby- 
street, to witness the Festival of the New Yeai*, 
which was observed for two days, by religious ex- 
ercises and a general suspension of worldly business. 
The Jewish year, you are aware, begins in Septem- 
ber; and they commemorate it in obedience to the 
following text of Scripture : — ^ In the first day of the 
seventh month ye shall have a Sabbath, a memorial 
of blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation. Ye 
shall do no servile work therein.' 

It was the first time I ever entered any place of 
worship where Christ was not professedly believed 
in. Strange vicissitudes of circumstance, over which 
I had no control, have brought me into intimate re- 
lation with almost every form of Christian faith, and 
thereby given me the power of looking candidly at 
religious opinions from almost any point of view. 
But beyond the pale of the great sect of Christianity 
I had never gone; though far back in my early 
years, I remember an intense desire to be enough 
acquainted with some intelligent and sincere Mo- 
hammedan, to enable me to look at the Koran 
through his spectacles. 

The women were seated separately, in the upper 
part of the house. One of the masters of Israel came, 
and somewhat gruffly ordered me, and the young 
lady who accompanied me, to retire from the front 
seats of the synagogue. It was uncourteous ; for we 
were very respectful and still, and not in the least 
disposed to intrude upon the daughters of Jacob. 
However, my sense of justice was rather gratified at 
being treated contemptuously as a Grenfile and 'a 
4 
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Nazarene;' for I i^membered the contuioely wiik 
which they had been treated throughout Christen* 
dam, and I imagined how they must feel, cm entering 
a place of Christian worsliip, to hear us sing, 

* With hearts as hard as stubborn Jews, 
That unbelieving race.' 

The eflfect produced on my mind, by witneissing 
the ceremonies of the Jewish Synagogue, was strange 
and bewildering; spectral and flitting; with a sort 
of vanishing resemblance to reality; the magic lan- 
tern of the Past. 

Veneration and Ideality, you know, would hare 
made me wholly a poet, had not the inconvenient 
size of Conscientiousness forced me into reforms; 
between the two, I look upon the Future with active 
hope, and upon the Past with loving reverence. My 
mind was, therefore, not only unfettered by narrow 
prejudice, but solemnly impressed with recollection^ 
of those ancient times when the Divine Voice vtbb ^ 
heard amid the thunders of Sinai, and the Holy 
Presence shook the mercy-seat between the cherubim. 
I had, moreover, ever cherished a tenderness for 

* Israel's wandering race, that go 
Unblest through every land ; 

Whose blood hath stained the polar snow 
And quench'd tiie desert sand : 
Judea's homeless hearts, that turn 
From all earth's shrines to thee, 
With their lone faith for ages borne 
In sleepless memory.' 

Thus prepared, the scene would have strongly 
excited my imagination and my feelings, had there 
not been a heterogeneous jumbling ot the Present 
with the Past. There Avas the Ark containing the 
Sacred Law, written on scrolls of vellum, and rolled, 
as in the time of Moses ; but between the Ark and 
the , congregetion, instead of the 'brazen laver^' 
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wherein those who entered into the tabernacle were 
commanded to wash, was a cohirnon bowl and ewer 
of English delf, Tigly enough for the chamber of a 
country tavern. All the male members of the con- 
gregation, even the little boys, while they were with- 
in the synagogue, wore fringed silk mantles, border- 
ed with blue stripes; for Moses was commanded to 
* Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them 
that they make them fringes in the borders of their 
garments, throughout their generations, and that 
they put upon the fringe of their borders a ribbon of 
blue ; — ^but then these mantles were worn over mod- 
ern broadcloth coats, and fashionable pantaloons 
with straps. The Priest indeed approached more, 
nearly to the gracefulness of oriental costume ; for 
he wore a full black silk robe, like those worn by 
the Episcopal clergy ; but the large white silk shawl 
which shaded his forehead, and fell over his shoul- 
ders, was drawn over a common black hat ! Ever 
and anon, probably in parts of the ceremony deemed 
peculiarly sacred, he drew the shawl entirely over 
his face, as he stooped forward and laid his forehead 
on the book before him. 1 suppose thjj^ was done 
because Moses, till he had done speaking with the 
congregation, put a veil upon his face. But through 
the whole, priest and people kept on their hats. My 
spirit was vexed with this incongruity. I had turned 
away from the turmoil of the Present, to gaze quietly 
for a while on the grandeur of the Past ; and the re- 
presentatives of the Past walked before me, not in 
the graceful oriental turban, but the useful European 
hat ! It broke the illusion completely. 
^ The ceremonies altogether impressed me with less 
i^leranity than those of the Catholic Church ; and 
gave me the idea of far less faith and earnestness in 
those engaged therein. However, some allowance 
must be made for this; first, because the common 
bond of faith in Christ was wanting between us; 
and, secondly, because all the services were perform- 
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ed in Hebrew, of wbjch I understood not one is^Ua^ 
ble. To see mouths opened to chant forth a series 
of unintelligible soimds, has the same kind of fantas- 
tic unreality about it, that there is in witnessing a 
multitude dancing, when you hear no music. Sut 
•after making all these allowances, I could not escape 
the conclusion that the ceremonies were shuffled 
through in a cold, mechanical style. The priest 
often took up his watch, which lay before him ; and 
assuredly this chanting of prayers ^ by Shrewsbury 
clock' is not favourable to solemnity. 

The chanting was unmusical, consisting of monot- 
onous ups and downs of the voice, which, when the 
whole congregation joined in it, sounded Uke the 
continuous roar of the sea. 

The trumpet, which was blown by a Rabbi, wiih 
a shawl drawn over his hat and face, was of die 
ancient shape, somewhat resembling a cow's horn. 
It did not send forth a spirit-stirring peal ; but the 
sound groaned and struggled through it — ^not at all 
reminding one of the days when 

* There rose tire choral hymn of prake, 
* And trump and timbrel answered keen. 
And Zion's daughters poured their lays. 
With priest and wanrior's voice between.' 

I observed, in the English translation on one side 
of an open prayer book, these words : — * When tile 
trumpet shall blow on the holy mountain, let all the 
earth hear ! Let them which are scattered in As- 
syria, and perishing in Egypt, gather themselves 
together in the Holy City.' I looked around upon 
the congregation, and I felt that Judea no longer 
awoke at the soimd of the trumpet ! 

The ark, on a raised platform, was merely a kind 
of semicircular closet, with revolving doors. It was 
surmounted by a tablet, bearing a Hebrew inscrip- 
tion in gilded letters. The doors were closed and 
opened at different times, with much ceremony; 
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sometimes a man stood silently before them, with a 
shawl drawn over his hat and face. When opened, 
they revealed festoons of white silk damask, sus- 
pended oyer the sacred rolls of the Pentateuch ; each 
roll enveloped in figured satin, and surmounted by 
ornaments with silver bells. According to the words 
of Moses, — * Thou shalt put into the ark the testimo- 
ny which I shall give thee.' Two of these rdlls were 
brought out, opened by the priest, turned round to- 
ward all the congregation, and after portions of them 
had been chanted for nearly two hours, were again 
wrapped in satin, and carried slowly back to the ark, 
in procession, the people chanting the Psalms of 
David, and the little bells tinkling as they moved. 

While they were chanting an earnest prayer for 
the coming of the Promised One, who was to restore 
the scattered tribes, I turned over the leaves, and, by 
a singular coincidence, my eye rested on these words: 
— * Abraham said, see ye not the splendid light now 
shining on Mount Moriah 7 And they answered, tioth- 
ing but caverns do we see,'* I thought of Jesus, and 
the whole pageant became more spectral than ever • 
so strangely vague and shadowy, that I felt as ii 
under the influence of magic*. 

The significant sentence reminded me of a Ger- 
man friend, who shared his sleeping apartment with 
another gentleman, and both were in the habit of 
walking very early in the morning. One night, his 
companion rose much earlier than he intended ; and 
perceiving his mistake, placed a lighted lamp in the 
chimney corner, that its glare might not disturb the 
sleeper, leaned his back against the fire-place, and 
began to read. Sometime after, the German rose, 
left him reading, and walked forth into the morning 
twilight. When he returned, the sun was shining 
high up in the heavens ; but his companion, uncon- 
scious of the change, was still reading by lamp-light 
in the chimney comer. And this the Jews are now 
4* 
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doing, as vmH as a viary large ptoportkm of Christ 
tians. 

Ten days from the Feast of Trumpets, comes the 
Feast of the Atoaement;, Five days after, the Feast 
of Tabernacles is observed for seven days. Booths 
of everjgreen are erected in the synagogue, according 
to the injunction, — ' Ye shall dwell in booths seven 
days; all that are Israelites bom shall dwell in 
booths. And ye shall take the boughs of goodly 
trees, branches of palm trees, and the boughs of 
thick trees, and willows of the brook ; and ye shall 
rejoice before the Lord your God seven days.' 

Last week, a new S3mag(^ue was consecrated in 
Attorney-street ; making, 1 believe, five Jewii^ Syn- 
agpgues in this city, comprising in all about ten 
thousand of this ancient people. The congregation 
of the new synagogue are German emigrants, driven 
from Bavaria, the Duchy of Baden, &c. by oppres- 
sive laws. One of these laws forbade Jews to mar- 
ry ; and among the emigrants were many betrothed 
couples, who married as soon as they landed on our 
shores ; trusting their future support to the God of 
Jacob. If not as * rich as Jews,' they are now most 
of them doing well in the world ; and one of the first 
proofs they gave of prosperity, was the erection of a 
place of worship. 

The oldest congregation of Jews in New- York, 
were called ShewUh Israel, The Dutch governors 
would not allow them to build a place of worship ; 
but after the English conquered the colony, they 
erected a small wooden synagogue, in Mill-streetjj 
near which a creek ran up from the East river, 
where the Jewish women performed their ablutions. 
In the course of improvement this was sold ; and 
they erected the handsome stone building in Crosby- 
street, which 1 visited. It is not particularly striking 
or mag^iificent, either in its exterior or interior ; nor 
would it be in good keeping, for a people gone into 
captivity to have garments like those of Aaron, ^for 
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f^ioxf and for beaiity;' at an- *arfc overlaid -with 
pure gold, within and without, and a crown of gold 
to it round about.' 

There is something deeply impressire in this rern^ 
naut of a scattered people, coming down to us in 
continuous links through the long vista of recorded 
time; preserving themselves carefully unmixed by 
Intermarriage with people of other nations tmd other 
faith, and keeping up the ceremonial forms of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, through all the manifold chan- 
ges of revol vmg generations. Moreover, our religions 
are connected, though separated ; they arc shadow 
and substance, type and fulfilment. To the Jews 
only^ with all their blindness and waywardness, was 
given the id^b of one God, spiritual and invisible; 
and, therefore, among them only could such a one as 
Jesus have appeared. To us they have been the me- 
dium of glorious truths ; and if the murky shadow 
of their Old dispensation rests too heavily on the mild 
beauty of the New, it is because the Present can 
never quite unmoor itself from ^e Past; and well 
for the world's safety that it is sa 

Quakers were mixed with* the <»mgregation of 
Jews: thus oddly brought together, were the repre- 
sentatives of the extreme of conservatism, and the 
extreme of innovation. 

I was disappointed to see so large a proportion of 
this peculiar people fair-skinned and blue-eyed. As 
no one who marries a Gentile is allowed to remain 
in their synagogues, one would naturally expect to 
see a decided predominance of the dark eyes, jetty 
locks, and oUve complexi(His of Palestine. But the 
Jews furnish inccmtrovertible evidence that colour is 
the effect of climate. In the mountains of Bavaria 
they are light-haired and fair-skinned: in Italy and 
Spain they are dark : in Hindostan swarthy. Tlie 
Black Jews of Hindostan are said to have been ori- 
ginilly African and Hindoo slaves; who received 
th^it freedopi a& sioon as th^y become comrerted to 
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Judaism, and had fulfilled the rites prescribed by tbo 
ceremonial law; for the Jews, unlike Christians, deeiri 
it unlawful to hold any one of theii own religious 
faith in slavety. In another respect they put us ta 
shame : for they held a Jubilee of Freedom once in 
fifty years, and on that occasion emancipated all, 
even of their heathen slaves. 

Whether the Black Jews, now a pretty large class 
in Hindostan, intermarry with other Jews we are 
not informed. Moses, their great lawgiver, married 
an Ethiopian. Mkiam and Aaron were shocked at 
it, as they would have been at any intermarriage 
with the heathen tribes, of whatever colour. Whether 
the Ethiopian woman had adopted the faith of Israel 
is not mentioned; but we are told that the anger of 
the Lord was kindled against Aaron and his sister 
for their conduct on this occasion. 

The anniversary meetings of the New- York He- 
brew Benevolent Society presents a singular combi- 
nation. There meet together pilgrims from the Holy 
Land, merchants from the Pacific Ocean and the East 
Indies, exiles from the banks of the Vistula, the Dan- 
ube, and the Dneiper, bankers from Vienna and Paris, 
and dwellers on the shores of the Hudson and the 
Susquehanna. Suspended in their dining hall, be- 
tween the American and English flags, may be seen 
the Banner of Judah, with Hebrew inscriptions in 
golden letters. How this stirs the sea of memory ! 
That national banner has not been unfurled for 
eighteen hundred years. The last time it floated to 
the breeze was over the walls of Jerusalem, besieged 
by Titus Vespasianus. Then, tmr stars and stripes 
were not foreseen, even in dim shadow, by the vision 
of a prophet; and here they are intertwined together 
over this congress of nations ! 

In New- York, as elsewhere, the vending of 'old 
clo' ' is a prominent occupation among the Jews ; a 
fact in which those who look for spiritual cdrrespon- 
d^ces can perceive significance; thdugh singularly 
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^^ugh Sartor Resartus makes ik> allusion to it, in 
Ms * Philosophy of Clothes.' When I hear Christian 
ministers apologizing for slavery by the example of 
Abraham, defending war, because the Lord com- 
manded Samuel to hew Agag in pieces, and sustain- 
ing capital punishment by the retaliatory code of 
Moses, it seems to me it would be most appropriate 
to have Jewish criers at the doors of our theological 
schools, proclaiming at the top of their lungs, ' Old 
Clothes! Old Clothes! Old Clothes all the way 
from Judea ! ' 

The proverbial worldliness of the Jews, their un- 
poetic avocations, their modem costume, and me- 
chanical mode of perpetuating ancient forms, cannot 
divest them of a sacred and even romantic interest 
The religious idea transmitted by thisi remarkable 
people, has given them a more abiding and extend- 
ed influence on the world's history, than Greece at- 
--tained by her classic beauty, or Rome by her trium- 
phant arms. Mohammedism and Christianity, the 
two forms of theology which include nearly all the 
civilized world, both grew frcwn the stock planted by 
Abraham's children. On them lingers the long- 
leflected li^ht of prophecy ; and we, as well as they, 
are watching for its fulfiment. And verily, all 
things seem tending toward it. Through all their 
wanderings, they have followed the direction of Mo- 
ses, to be lenders and not borrowers. The sovereigns 
ef Europe and Asia, and the republics of America, 
are their debtors, to an immense amount. The 
Rothschilds are Jews ; and they have wealth enough 
to purchase all Palestine if they choose; a large 
part of Jerusalem is in fact mortgaged to them. The 
oppressions of the Turkish government, and the in- 
cursions of hostile tribes, have hitherto rendered 
Syria an unsafe residence ; but the Sultan has erect- 
ed it into an independent power, and issued orders 
throughout his empire, that the Jews shall be as per- 
foclly protected in their religious and civil rights, aa 
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any other class of his suWects; moreorei, the j^e^ 
sent controversy between European nations and the 
East seems likely to result in placing Syria undeir 
the protection of Christian nations. It is reporte4 
that Prince Metternich, Premier of Austria, has de- 
termined, if possible, to constitute a Christian king- 
dom out of Palestine, of which Jerusalem is to be the 
seat of government. The Russian Jews, who mimr 
ber about 2,000,000 have been reduced to the most 
abject condition by contempt and tyranny ; but 
there, too, government is now commencing a move- 
ment in their favour, without requiring them to re- 
nounce their faith. As long ago as 1817 important 
privileges were conferred by law on those Jews who . 
consented to embrace Christianity. Land was gratui- 
tously bestowed upon them, where they settled, imder 
the name of The Society of Israelitish Christians. 

Tliese signs of the times cannot, of course, escape 
the observation, or elude the active zeal of Chris- 
tians of the present day. England has established 
many missions for the conversion of the Jews. The 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland have lately address- 
ed a letter of sympathy and expostulation to the 
scattered children of Israel, which has been printed 
in a great variety of Oriental and Occidental lajOr. , 
guages. In Upper Canada, a Society of Jews, convert-f 
ed to Christianity, have been organized to facilitate 
the return of the wandering tribes to the Holy Land.' 

The Rev. Solomon Michael Alexander, a leame^ 
Rabbi, of the tribe of Judah, has been proselyted to . 
Christianity, and sent to Palestine by the Church ot\ 
England ; being consecrated the first Bishop of Jeru- 
salem. 

Moreover the spirit of schism appears among themV 
A numerous and influential body in England have 
seceded, under the name of Reformed Jews. They 
denoimce ihe Talmud as a mass of absurdities, and 
adhere exclusively to the authority of Moses; where- 
as, orthodox Jews consider the rabbinical writings of 
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eqtml authority with the Pentateuch. They have 
arent a Hebrew circular to the Jews of this country, 
warning them against the seceders. A General Con- 
vention is likewise proposed, to enable them to draw 
closer the bonds of union. 

What a busy, restless age is this in which we are 
castf What a difficult task for Israel to walk 
through its midst, with mantles untouched by the 
Gentiles. 

' And hath she wandered dius in Taia, 

A pilgrim of tho past ! 
No ! long deferred her hope hath been, 

Bat it shall come at last ; 
For in her wastes a voice I hear. 

As from some prophet's urn, 
It bids the nations build not there. 

For Jacob shall return.* 



LETTER Til. 

September 30, 1841. 

A few days since, I crossed the East River to 
Bi*ooklyn, on Long Island; named by the Dutch, 
Breuck-len, or the Broken-land. Brooklyn Heights, 
famous in Revolutionary history, command a mag- 
nificent view of the city of New- York, the neighbour- 
ing islands, and harbour ; and being at least a hun- 
dred feet above the river, and open to the sea, they 
are^ never unvisited by a refreshing and invigorating 
breeze. A few years ago, these salubrious heights 
might have been purchased by the city at a very low 
price, and converted into a promenade of beauty un- 
rivalled throughout ^the world; but speculators have 
now laid hands upon them, and they are digging 
them away to make room for stores, with convenient 
landings from the river. In this process, they not 
unfrequently turn out the bones of soldiers, buried 
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there during the batfles and skirmishes of the Revo^ 
lution. 

We turned aside td look in upon the small, neat 
burying-ground of the Methodist church, where lie 
the bones of that remarkable young man, the Rev. 
John Summerfield. In the course of so short a life, 
few have been able to impress themselves so deeply 
and vividly on the memory of a thousand hearts, as 
this eloquent disciple of Christ. None who heard 
the fervid outpourings of his gifted soul could ever 
forget him. His grave is marked by a horizontal 
marble slab, on which is inscribed a long, well writ- 
ten epitaph. The commencement of it is the most 
striking : 

' Rev. John Summeriielcl. Born in England ; born again, in Ireland. 
By the first, a child of genius; by the second a child of God, Called 
to preach at 19 ; died at 27.' 

Dwellings were around this little burying-ground, 
separated by no fences, their thresholds divided* from 
the graves only by a narrow foot path. I was anjc- 
ious to know what might be the effect on the spirit- 
ual character of children, accustomed to look out 
continually upon these marble slabs to play among 
the grassy mounds, and perchance to ' take their lit- 
tle porringer, and eat their supper there.' 

About two miles from the ferry, we came to 
the marshy village of Gowannus, and crossed the 
mill-pond where nearly a whole regiment of young 
Marylanders were cut off, retreating before the Brit* 
ish, at the unfortimate battle of Long Island. A 
farm near by furnishes a painful illustration of the 
unwholesome excitement attendant upon speculation. 
Here dwelt an honest, ignorant, peaceful old man, 
who inherited from his fether a farm of little value. 
Its produce was, however, enough to supply his mod- 
erate wants ; and he took great pleasure in a small, 
neatly kept flower garden, from which he was ever 
seady to gather a bouquet for travellers. Thus qui- 
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etljT'iiTed the.o}d*fiu»hmed hm^ aad his feamly, 
and thus they might have gone home to their fathers, 
had not a band of speculators foreseen that the rar 
pidly increasing city would soon take in Brooklyii, 
and stretch itself across the marshes of Gowannus. 
Full of these visions, they called upon the old man, 
and offered him $70,000 for a farm which had, origi- 
nally, been bought almost for a song- $10,000 in 
silver and gold, were placed on the table before him; 
he looked at them, fing^ed them over, seemed be- 
wildered, and agreed to give a decisive answer on 
the morrow. The next morning found him a raving 
maniac ! And thus he now roams about, recklessly 
tearing up the flowers he once loved so dearly, and 
keeping his family in continual terror. 

On the high ground, back of this marsh, is Green- 
wood Cemetery, the object of our pilgrimage. The 
site is chosen with admirable taste. The grounds, 
beautifully diversified with hill and valley, are nearly 
covered with a noble old forest, from which it takes 
its cheerful name of the Green Wood. 

The area of two hundred acres comprises a greater 
variety of undulating surface than Moiuit Auburn, 
and I think excels it in natural beauty. From em- 
bowered glades and deeply shaded dells, you rise in 
some places twenty feet, and in others more than two 
hundred, above the sea. Moimt Washington, the 
highest and most remarkable of these elevations, is 
two himdred and sixteen feet high. The scenery 
hei^e is of picturesque and resplendent beauty ; — com- 
prising an admirable view of New- York; the shores 
of North and East River, sprinkled with villages; 
Staten Island, that lovely gem of the waters; the 
entire harbour, white with the sails of a hundred ships; 
and the margin of the Atlantic, stretching from Sandy 
Hook beyond the Rockaway PaviUon. A magnifi- 
cent monument to Washington is to be erected here. 

Thence we rambled along, through innumerable 
sinuosities, until we came to a quiet little lake, which 
6 
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bears the pretty name of Sylvan Water. Pi^ abound 
here, undisturbed; and shrubs m their wild, natural 
state, bend over the ms^gin to dip their feet and wash 
their faces. 

* Here come the little gentle birds, 
Without a fear of ill, 
Down to tlie murmuring water's edge, 
And freely drink tileir fill.' 

As a gun is never allowed to enter the premises, 
the playful squirrels, at will, ^drop down from tl?,e 
leafy tree,' and the air of spring is redolent with 
woodland melody. 

^ An hour's wandering brought us round to the same 
place again ; for here, as at Mount Auburn, it is ex- 
ceedingly easy for the traveller to lose his way in 
labyrinthian mazes. 

' The wandering paths that wind cmd creep. 

Now o'er the mountain's rugged brow. 
And BOW where sylvan waters sleep 

la quiet beauty; far below, , 
Those paths which ^any a lengthened mile 

Diverge, then meet, then part once nuire. 
Like those which erst in Greta's isle. 

Were trod by fabled Minotaur,' ,. ^ 

Except the beautiful adaptation of the roads ailffl 
paths to the undulating nature of the ground, Alt 
has yet done but little for Greenwood. It is said the 
Company that purchased it for a cemetery, will h«ere 
the good taste to leave the grounds as nearly as pos- 
sible in a state of nature. But as funds are increased 
by the sale of burying lots, the entire precincts will 
be enclosed within terrace- walls, a handsome gate- 
way and chapel will be erected, and a variety of pub- 
lic monuments. The few private monuments now 
there, are mostly of Egyptian model, with nothing 
remarkable in their appearance. 

On this spot was fought the bloody battle of Long 
Island. 
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* Eich wod^, «Acii faiU, eocb gles, 

^v«8 to tlie pecqrd of tboae d^s 
Which < tried the «Mdt ef meo.' 

This fairy scene, so quiet now. 
Where murmuring winds breathe soft aid low, 

And bright birds carol sweet, 
Once heard the ringing clash of steel. 
The shout, the shriek, the volley M peal, 

The rush of flying feet !' 

When the plan was first suggested, of finding some 
quiet, sequestered place, for a portico of the innu- 
merable dead of this great city, many were rery ur- 
gent to have it called the Necropolis, meaning The 
'City of the Dead ; but Cemetery was more wisely 
chosen; for the old Greeks signified thereby The 
Place of Sleep. We still need a word of Christian 
significance, implying, 'They are not here; they 
have risen.' I shwild love to see this cheerful motto 
over the gate-wav. 

The increase of beautiful burial-grounds, like Mount 
Auburn and Greenwood, is a good sign. Blessed be 
all agencies that bring our thoughts into pleasant 
companionship with those who have * ended their 
pilgrimage and begun their life.' Banished for ever 
be the sable garments, the funeral pall, the dismal, 
uiishaded ground. If we mn^t attend to a change of 
ygarments, while our hearts are full of sorrow, let us 
wear sky-blue, hke the Turks, to remind us of hea- 
ven. The horror and the gloom, with which we sur- 
round death, indicates too surely our want of living 
^th in the soul's immortality. Deeply and seriously 
impressed we must needs be, whenever called to 
ipontemplate the mysterious close of * our hood- winked 
march from we know not whence, to we know not 
.whither ;' but terror and gloom ill become the disci- 
ples of Him, who asked with such cheerful signifi- 
cance, ' Why seek ye the Living among the Dead V 

I rejoice greatly to observe that these ideas are 
gaining ground in the community. Individuals of 
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an sects, and in many cases en^^sm ofatireiies^ are aft»" 
juring the custom of wearing nKmmiiig ; and Plwv 
testant Christendom is fast converting ite ^smal, haiv 
ricaded burial gronnds into open, floinrery walks. 
The Catholics have alwa3rs done so. I know not 
whether the intercession of Saints, and long con- 
tinued masses for the dead, bring their imaginations 
into more frequent and nearer ccmimunion with ^e de* 
parted ; but for some reason or other, they keep m(Hre 
bright than we do the link between tiiose who are 
Hving here, and those who live beyond. Hence, &eir 
tombs are c(Histantly supplied with garlands by the 
hand of affection ; and the innocent babe lying un- 
coffined on its bier in the open churdi, with fragrant 
flowers in its little hand, and the meHow light from 
painted windows resting on its sweet uncovered £Bce« 
Great is the power of Faith ! 



LETTER Yin. 

October 7, 1841. 

Among the many objects of mterest in this great 
city, a stranger cannot overlook its shipping ; espei> 
-jially as New- York lays claim to superiority ot«r 
other cities of the Union, in the construction of ves- 
sels, which are remarked for beauty of model, ete^^ 
gance of finish, and gracefulness of sparring. 

I have often anathematized the spirit of Trade, 
which reigns triumphant, not only on 'Change^ bttt 
in our halls of legislation, and even in our churclwA 
TTiought is sold under the hammer, and sentlmei^t, 
in its holiest forms, stands labelled for the markei. 
Love is offered to the highest bidder, and sixpences 
are given to purchase religion for starving souls. 

In view of these things, I sometimes ask whether 
tfie age of Commerce is better than the age of War 1 
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Whether our ' merchant princes' are a great advance 
upon feudal chieftains ? Whether it is better for the 
many to be prostrated by force, or devoured by cun- 
ning 1 To the imagination, those bloody old barons 
seem the nobler of the two ; for it is more manly to 
hmit a lion, than to entrap a fox. But reason ac- 
knowledges that merchandize, with all its cunning 
and its fraud, is a step forward in the slow march of 
hrnnan improvement; and Hope announces, in pro- 
phetic tones, that Commerce will yet fulfil its highest 
mission, and encircle the world in a golden band of 
brotherhood. 

You will iK>t think this millennium is nigh, when 
I tell you that the most graceful, fairy-like vessel in 
tiiese waters was a slaver ! She floated like a sea- 
nymjAi, and cut the waves like an arrow. I mean 
tiie Baltimore clipper, called the Catharine; taken 
by British cruisers, and brought here, with all her 
detestable appurtenances of chains and padlocks, to 
be adjudged by the United States' Court, condemned, 
and sold. For what purpose she is now used, I 
know not ; but no doubt this city is secretly much 
involved in the slave-trade. 

At the Navy Yard, Brooklyn, I saw jthe ship-of- 
war Independence, which carried out Mr. Dallas and 
his family, when he went ambassador to Russia. On 
their arrival at Cronstadt, they observed a barge, 
ccmtaining sixteen of the emperor's state officers, put 
off from a steamboat near by, and row towards them. 
They came on board, leaving behind them the barge- 
metij and a tall,' fine-looking man at the helm. While 
the officers were in the cabin partaking refireshments 
and exchanging courtesies, the helmsman leaped on 
board, and made himself ' hail fellow, well met' with 
the sailors, accepting cuds of tobacco, and asking 
various questions. When the officers returned on 
deck, and he had resumed his place, one of the sailors 
said to his comrade, with a knowing look, ' I tell yoi 
6* 
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whsitf Tom, that 'ere ahikp's mote than we 4ake. Up 
for. He's a land-luhher, I can tell yoiu Old N&gr 
tune never had the dipping of him. . 

An officer of the Independence overheard these 
remarks, and whispered to Commodore Nicholsoai 
that he shrewdly suspected the tall, plainly-dr^sed 
helmsman, was the Emperor Nicholas, in disguise; 
for he was said to be fond of playing such granks. 
A royal salute, forty-two guns, was immediately 
ordered. The helmsman was observed to count thB 
guns; and after twenty-one, (Uie common salute) 
had been fired, he took ojff his cap and bowed. The 
Russian steamer instantly ran up the imperial flag; 
all the forts, and every ship in the harbour, com- 
menced a tremendous caimonading; rending the air, 
as when from ^crag to crag leaps the live thimder.' 

In courteous acknowledgment of his discovered 
disguise, the officers of the Independence were invited 
to make the palace their home, during their stay at 
St. Petersburg, and the Emperor's carris^es, horses, 
and aids, were at their service; a compliment never 
before paid to a vessel of any nation. 

Yet was similar honour conferred on an imcouth 
coimtry boy from New England! The following is 
the substance of the story, as told by Mr. Dallas, at 
a public dinner given him in Philadelphia, on his 
return from Russia, in 1838. 

One day a lad, apparently about nineteen, presented 
himself before our ambassador at St. Petersburg. 
He was a pure specimen of the genus Yankee : wiUi 
sleeves too short for his bony arms, trowsers half way 
up to his knees, and hands playing with coppers and 
ten-penny nails in his pocket. He introduced him- 
self by saying — ' I've just come out here to trade, 
with a few Yankee notions, and I want to get sight 
of the Emperor.' 

'Why do you wish to see him?^ 

'I've brought him a present, all the way from 
Ameriky. I respect him considerable, and I want 
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ijb get at liim, to gfv^ it ta him with my own 
bands.' 

Mr. Dallas smiled, as he answered, ^ It is such a 
eommon ^ing, my lad, to make crowned heads a 
present, expecting something handsome in return, 
that Fm afraid the Emperor will cc«isider this only 
a Yankee trick. What have you brought 7' 

^An acorn.' 

'An acorn ! what under the sun induced you to 
bring the Emperor of Russia an acorn?' 

*Why, jest before I sailed, mother and I went on 
to Washington to see about a pension ; and when we 
was there, we thought we'd jest step over to Mount 
Vernon. I picked up this acom there; and I thought 
to myself I'd bring it to the Emperor. Thinks, says 
I, he must have heard a considerable deal about our 
General Washington, and I expect he must admire 
our institutions. So now you see I've brought it, and 
I want to get at him.' 

'My lad, it's not an easy matter for a stranger to 
approach the Emperor ; and I am afraid he will take 
no notice of your present. You had better keep 
it.' 

' I tell you I want to have a talk with him. I ex- 
pect I can tell him a thing or two about Ameriky. I 
guess he'd hke mighty well to hear about our rail- 
roads, and our free schools, and what a big swell our 
steamers cut. And when he hears how well our 
people are getting on, may be it will put him up to 
doing something, llie long and the short on't is, I 
■ shan't be easy till I get a talk with the Emperor ; and 
I should like to see his wife and children. I want to 
see how such folks bring up a family.' 

'Well, sir, since you are so determined upon it, I 
will do what I can for you; but you must expect to 
be disappointed. Though it will be rather an unusual 
proceeding, I would advise you to call on the vice- 
chancellor, and state your wishes ; he may possibly 
assist you.' 
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'Well; that's all I w«nt of yoxu I will csUl agajifii^ 
and let you know how I get on.' 

In two or three days, hS again appeared, and said, 
* Well, Vve seen the Emperor, sLm had a talk with 
him. He's a real gentleman^ I can tell you. Whoa 
I give him the acorn, he said he should set a great 
store by it ; Uiat there was no character in ancient 
or modem history he admired so much as he did our. 
Washington. He said he'd plant it in his palsuce 
garden with his own hand; a^nd he did do it — for I 
see him with my own eyes. He wanted to ask mQ 
so much about our schools and rail-roads, and on^ 
thing or another, that he invited me to come again, 
and see his daughters : for he' said his wife could 
speak better English than he could. So I went again 
yesterday; and she's a fine, knowing woman, I tell 
you ; and his daughters are nice gals.' 

* What did the Empress say to you?' 

*0h, she asked me a sight o' questions. Don't you 
think, she thought we had no servants in Ameriky ! 
I told her poor folks did their own work, but rich 
folks had plenty of servants. * But then you don't 
ccUl 'em servants,' said she ; ' you call 'em help.' I 
guess, ma'am, you 've been reading Mrs. TroUope 1 
says I. We had that ere book aboard our ship. The 
Emperor clapped his hands, and laughed as if he'd 
kill himself * You're right, sir,' said he, * you' re 
right. We sent for an English copy, and she's been 
reading it this very morning V Then I told him all 
I knew about our country, and he was mightily 
pleased. He wanted to know how long I expectea 
to stay in these parts. I told him I'd sold all the no- 
tions I brought over, and I guessed I should go back 
in the same ship. I bid 'em good-bye, all round, 
and went about my business. Ain't I had a glorious 
time? I expect you didn't calculate to see me rna 
such a rig?' 

' No, indeed, I did not, my lad. You may well 
consider yourself lucky ; for it's a very uncommon 
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tiSng for crowned heads to treat' a stranger -with so 
tnuch distinction.' 

A few da^ns after, he called again, and said, 'I 
^ess I shall stay here a spell longer, I'm treated so 
well. T'other day a grand officer come to my room, 
and told me the Emperor had sent him to show me 
a8 the ctdriotsities ; and I dressed myself, and he 
took me with him in a mighty fine carriage. With 
fbur horses; and I've been to the theatre and the 
museum ; and I expect I've seen about all there is to 
be seen in St. Petersburg. What do you think of 
Aat, Mr. Dallas?' 

It seemed so incredible that a poor, ungainly Yan- 
kee lad should be thus loaded with attentions, that 
the ambassador scarcely knew what to think or say. 

In a short time, his strange visiter re-appeared. 
'Well,' said he, *I made up my mind to go home; 
«o I went to thank the Emperor, and bid him good- 
bye. I thought I couldn't do no less, he'd been so 
-civil Says he, *Is there anything else you'd like 
to see before you go back to Ameriky ?^ I told him 
"Lshould like to get a peep at Moscow; for I'd heard 
<sDnsiderabie about their setting fire to the Kremlin, 
and I'd read a deal about General Bonaparte; but it 
would cost a sight o' money to go there, and I wanted 
to carry my earnings to mother. So I bid him good- 
bye, and come off. Now what do you guess he did, 
next morning? I vow, he sent the same man, in 
regunentals, to carry me to Moscow in one of his own 
carriages, and bring me back again, when I've seen 
all I want to see! And we're going to morrow 
morning, Mr. Dallas. What do you think now?' 

And sure enough, the next morning the Yankee 
boy passed the ambassador's house m a splendid 
coach and four, waving his handkerchief, and shout- 
ing * Good-bye ! Good-bye !' 

Mr. Dallas afterward learned from the Emperor 
that all the particulars related by this adventurous 
youth were strictly true. He again heard from him 
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^t MOSCOW) waited upon by ih^ pmUie offieets,. moA 
treated with as much attention as is usaally bestowed 
on ambassadors. 

The last tidings of him reported that he was tntrel' 
ling in Circassia, and writing a Jomrnal, wMeh he 
intended to publish. 

Now, who but a Yankee could haTe done all* that? 

While speaking of the Emperor, I must not fcHrgttt 
the magnificent steam frigate Kamschatka, buMt hei^ 
to his order. Her model, drafted by Captain Voa 
Shantz, of the Russian navy, is extremely beautiftiL 
She sits on the water as gracefully as a swan ; and 
it is said her speed is not equalled by any sea-^eatio!^ 
on the Atlantic or PacMc, the Black sea, the Indian, 
or the Baltic. It is supposed she could easily mate 
the passage from here to England in ten days. Hfm 
elegance of her rigging, and her neat, nimUe wtieete 
havs been particularly admired. These wheels are 
constructed on a new plan; and though apparently 
slight, have great strength and power. Her engines 
are of six hundred horse power, and h^ tonnage 
about two thousand. 

All the metal about her is American. In itid- 
chinery and construction she carries two hundr^ 
thousand pounds of copper, fifty thousand ci wrought 
iron, and three hundred thousand of cast iron. Two 
hundred and fifty men were eight months employed 
in building her. Her cabins are said to be magnifi- 
cent. Two drawing-rooms are fitted up in prmcety 
style for the imperial family; the wood- wort of 
these consists of mahogany, bird's-eye maple, rose- 
wood, and satin-wood. Her hull is entirely black; 
the bows and stem surmounted with a large doubte- 
headed gilt eagle and a crown. The machinery, made 
by Messrs. Dunham & Co. of this city, is said to be 
of the most superb workmanship ever produced in 
this country. She is considered a remarkably cheap 
vessel of the kind, as she costs only four hundred 
thousand dollars. She was built under the superiu- 
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^oodmee of Mr. ScoH:, vfiH) goes in her to EnasiBt, as 
^fiiuef engineer. She sailed for Oronstadt last week, 
being escorted out of the harbour by a large party of 
4adies and gentl^oien. Among these was Mr. Rhodes, 
tof New- Ycark^ the Naval Ccmstructor. You probably 
recollect that he built a large gunnship for the Turk- 
ish Sultan ; who was so much delighted when he 
>sibw the noble vessel launehed right royally upon the 
w^w^y that he jumped and capered, and threw his 
ftrma about the ship-builder's neck, and gave him a 
gf^dmi box, set with splendid jewels. Henry Eck- 
ford, too, one of Uie most remarkable of marine ar- 
^iteots, was of New- York. He built the Kensington 
for the Greeks, and died piematurely while in the 
employ of Mahmoud. It is singular, is it not, that 
foreign powers send to this young country, when they 
lo^KM^t want ingenious machinery, or skilful work- 
fisanship ? But I will quit this strain, lest I fall into 
our national sin of boasting. 

I cannot bid you farewell without mentioning the 
French frigate Belle Poule, commanded by the Prince 
de Joinville, son of Louis Philippe. She is an inter- 
esting object seen from the Battery, with her tri- 
colour flying; for one seems to see the rich sarcopha- 
gus, with its magnificent pall of black velvet, sprink- 
led with silver stars, in which she conveyed the 
remains of Napoleon from St. Helena to Paris. Every 
day, masses were said, and requiems sung on board, 
for the soul of the great departed. Do not quarrel 
with the phrase. In its highest significance it is ill 
applied to any warrior; but, jievertheless, in the strong 
will successfully enforced, there is ever an element of 
greatness. 

The same unrivalled band that attended the impe- 
rial remains, are now on board, and sometimes refresh 
our citizens with most enchanting music. They are 
iwenty-six in number, paid from the Prince's own 
purse. 
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loved, died oa board, fax &om home anfi kindred* It 
was an ixxipressive m^t to see the cofficl of the vcHHig 
stranger passing thrpiigh our streets,/ covered with 
the tri*-coloured flag, suspended upcm i :>pes, after the 
manner of marine burials in Europe, and borne by 
his mourning comrades. / 

The Prince's private state*room contains a bro»ae 
copy of th# Joan of Arc, which was exquisitely sculp- 
tured by his sister, Marie, who had great genius for 
the fine arts, and was richly endowed with intellect 
In the same room are miniatures of his royal par^its, 
by the celebrated Madame de Mirbel, and some very 
spirited sketches by his own hand. It is worthy of 
remark, that the only royal family eminently distin- 
guished for private virtues, combined with a high de- 
gree of intellectual cultivation, were not educated to 
be princes ; and that their father bad acquired wis- 
dom and strength in the school of severe adversity. 

. The keeper of Castle Garden, when he saw me 
watching the barge that came from the Belle Poule, 
repeated, at least half a dozen time^i, that I should 
not know the Prince from any other man, if I wero 
to see liim. I was amused to hear luni thus betray 
the state of his own mind, though he lulled to en- 
lighten mine. 

I love to linger about the Battery at sunset* to 
see the flags all drop down suddenly from the n^isl 
head in honour of the retreating king of day; and 
to hear in the stillness of evening, some far-off* song 
upon the waters, or the deep, solemn sound, ' AlVs 
weU !' echoed from one to another of those numerous 
ships, all lying there so hushed and motionless. A 
thousand thoughts crowd upon my mind, as I silently 
gaze on their twinkling lights, and shadowy rigging, 
dimly relieved against the sky. I think of the hu- 
man hearts imprisoned there; of the poor sailor's 
toil and suffering ; of his repressed, affections, and 
benighted mind ; and in that one idea of life spent 
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widiQEiit a home, I fiad c0i»leiued all that my nature 
. most shudders, at. I think, too, of the poor fugitive 
slave^ hunted out by mercenary agents, chained on 
ship'board, and perchance loolcing up, desolate and 
heart-broken, to the same stars on which I fix my 
free and happy gaze. Alas, how fearfully solemn 
must their light be to him^ in ]^s hopeless sorrow, 
and superstitious ignorance. 



lett:^r IX. 

Ootober 14, i84L 

Last week we iirent to llarenswood, to visit Grant 
Thorbum's famous garden. We left the city by Hell- 
gate, a name not s^ltogetmer inappropriate for an en- 
trance to New- York. The waters, tiiough somewhat 
troubled and peevish, wotc feore composed than I had 
expected. This was oiHng to the high tide ; and it 
reminded me of Washington Irving' s description: — 
* Hell-gate is as pacific at low water as any other 
stream ; as the tide rises, it begins to fret ; at half 
tide it rages and rpars, as if bellowing for more 
water ; but when the tide is full, it relapses agslin 
into quiet, and for a time seems to sleep almost as 
soundly as an alderman after dinner. It may be 
compared to an inveterate drinker, who is a peaceful 
fellow enough when he has no liquor at all, or when 
he is skin-full ; but when half-seas over, plays the 
very devil.' One of the steam-ferryboats that crosses 
this turbulent passage, is appropriately called the 
Pluto. It is odd that men should have confounded 
together the deities that preside over Riches and over 
Hell, and that the god of Commerce should likewise 
be the god of Lies. Perhaps the ancients had sar- 
castic significance in this. 
6 
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The ^rdwi at Raveilswood is well worth seeing. 
An admirable green-honse, full of choice plants ; ex- 
t^asive and varied walk«, neatly kept ; and nearly 
three thousand dahlias in full bloom — the choicest 
specimwis, widi every variety of shade and huej 
and a Catalogue of great names from Lord Welling- 
ton, to Kate Nicl^Bby and Grace Darling. I never 
saw any floral exhibition more superb. They stood 
facing each other in regal groups, as if the court 
beauties of a coronation ball had been suddenly 
changed into blossoms by an enchanter's wand. Thfe 
location of the garden is beautiful ; in some places 
opening upon pretty rural scenes of wood and pasture. 
and fronting on the broad blue river, where, ever ana 
anon, may be seen, through the intervening foliage, 
some little boat, or sloop, with snowy sail, gliding 
graceftiUy along in silence and sunlight. 

Grant Thorburn, you know, of course ; that little 
'laipunk o' geni, in a rickety tabernacle,' on whose 
history Gait built his Lawrie Todd. The story de- 
rived small aid from fiction ; the first volume being 
almost literally Grant Thorburn's history, as he tells 
it himself To be sure, he never pushed into the wil- 
derness, to lay out ^ Judiville,' or any other new town. 
Though Ravenswood has grown up around him, and 
the tasteful name is of his own choosing, he never 
could have endured many of the hardships of a pio- 
neer ; for the village lies on the East River, a little 
south of Hallet's Cove, not more than five miles from 
the city. The name came from the Bride of Lam- 
mermoor; for though a strict adherent of Scotland's 
kirk, he is a great admirer of Sir Walter's romances.' 
The pleasant old gentleman returned in the boat with 
us, and was highly communicative ; for, in the first 
place, he loves to talk of himself and his adventures, 
with the innocent and inofi*ensive egotism of a little 
child: and in the next place, he favours Boston ladies, 
having a pleased recollection of the great attention 
paid him therc. He told us he was bom near St 
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Leonard's Oags, and in bis boyhood was accustomed 
to pass Jeannie Dean's cottage frequently. His grand- 
father was ahve and stirring at the time of the Por- 
teous mob, and he had heard him recofunt the leading 
incidents in the heart of Mid Lothian a thousand 
times. I was- charmed to hear him recite, in the pnre 
Scotch accent, Jeannie's eloquent and pathetic appeal 
to the dueen. Speaking of Scott's fidelity to the na- 
tional character, I asked him if he had not often met 
with a Dandie Dinmont; he replied, * Yes, and with 
Dumbiedikes too ; but much oftener with a * douce 
Davie Deans." 

Lawrie Todd is very true to the life ; yet it is slights 
ly embellished with fictitious garniture, like a veri- 
table portrait in masquerade dress. The old gentle- 
man's love of matter of fact led him to publish a bio- 
graphical sketch of himself; which, so far as it goes^ 
is almost in the identical language used by Gait: 
both being in fact the very words in which he has 
been long accustomed to repeat his story. Another 
motive for giving an unadorned account of himself in 
his little book, probably was the very natural and not 
impleasing propensity of an old man, to trace step by 
step the adventures and efforts whereby he fashioned 
such a flowery fortune from the barren sands. 

The handsome country-seats of himself and son, 
standing side by side in the midst of this spacious 
^nd beautiful garden; urns supported by Gupids, 
(which they say in Yankee land should be called 
cupidities ;) and oriental glimpses here and there, of 
i?ome verdant mound among the winding walks, sur- 
n^ounted by the tufted Sago Palm, or spreading Cac- 
tus ; all this contrasted oddly enough with his own 
account of himself, as a diminutive Scotch lad with 
^ brief legs and shivffling feet,' squatted down on the 
deck of the emigrant ship, which brought him here, 
poor and friendless, in 1794. He thus describes him- 
self, helping the coloured cook to prepare dinner, when 
they first drew near the wharves of New- York : ^ I 
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sa^ dowa wkh Cafeo, a& he was called, square c« the 
deck, his feet against my feet, with a wooden bowl 
of potatoes between our legs, and began to scrape off 
the skins. While thus employed, a boat came along- 
side with several visiters. One inquired for a farmer'? 
servant, wishing to engage one ; another for a house- 
maid I and the third, thank§ be and praise ! asked if 
there was a nail-naaker on board. My greedy ear 
snapped the word, and looking up, I answered, M 
am one.' * You !' replied he, looking down as if I 
was a fairy ; * You ! can you make nails V ' I'll 
wager a sixpence,' (all I had) was my answer, * that 
I'll make more nails in one day than any man in 
America.' This reply, the manner of it, and the figure 
of the bragger, set all present into a roar of laughter.' 

A curious sample of Scotch thrift was shown when 
he first opened a little shop, without capital to buy 
stock. Brick-bats, covered with ironmonger's paper, 
with a knife or fork tied on the outside, were ranged 
on the shelves like an imposing array of new cutlery; 
and a dozen snuff boxes, or shaving boxes, made a 
great show, fastened on round junks of wood. 

^ But although it must be allowed that this was a 
clever and innocent artifice,' says Lawrie Todd, ' yet 
like other dealers in the devices of cunning, I had 
not been circmnspect at all points ; for by mistake, 1 
liappened to tie a round shaving box on a brick sub- 
terfuge, which a sly, pawky old Scotchman, who 
sometimes stepped in for a crack, observed. 

^ Ay, mon,' says he, ^ but ye hae unco' queer things 
here. Wha ever saw a four comer't shaving box ?'-*- 
Whereupon we had a hearty good laugh. ^ Od,' he 
resumed, ^ but ye' re an auld farrant chappy, and no 
doot but ye'll do weel in this country, where pawkrie 
is no' an ill nest-egg to begin with.' 

There is, however, no ^ pawkrie' about his flowers 
and garden-seeds ; they are genuine, and the best of 
their kind ; as their celebrity throughout the country 
abundantly testifies. 
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I begged of the gardenet a single sprig of acacia, 
whose light, feathery, yellow foliage looked like a pet 
playthhig of Che breezes ; and which for the first time 
enabled me to understand clearly Moore's poetic de- 
scription of the Desert, where the * Acacia waves her 
yellow hair.' 

I likewise took with me a geranium leaf, as a me- 
mento of the rose-geranium which Grant Thorbum 
accidentally b6ught in the day of small beginnings, 
and which proved the nucleus of his present floral 
fame, and blooming fortune. The gardener likewise 
presented us with a bouquet of dahlias, magnificent 
enough for the hand-screen of a Sultana ; but this 
politeness I think we owed to certain beautiful young 
ladies who accompanied us. 

Altogether, it was a chamfing excursion ; and I 
came away pleased with the garden and its environs, 
and pleased with the old gentleman, whose dwarf- 
like figure disappointed me agreeably ; for, from his 
own description, I was prepared to find him ungainly 
and mis-shapen. I no longer deem it so very marvel- 
lous that his Rebecca should have preferred the poor, 
canny little Scotchman, to her rich New- York lover. 

As 1 never deserved to be called ' Mrs. Leo Hun- 
ter,' you will, perhaps, be surprised at the degree of 
hiterest I express in this man, whose claims to dis- 
tinction are merely the having amassed wealth by 
his own industry and shrewdness, and having his ad- 
ventures told by Gait's facetious pen. The accumu- 
lation of dollars and cents, I grant, is a form of power 
the least attractive of any to the imagination ; but 
yet, as an indication of ability of some sort, it is at- 
tractive to a degree; and moreover there is some- 
thing in mere success which interests us — ^because 
it is a stimulus which the human mind spontaneously 
seeks, and without which it cannot long retain its 
energies. Added to this, there is a roseate gleam of 
romance, resting on the shrewd Scotchman's life. 
6* 
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First, there is a sober sentmient, a quaint, Iicmtely 
pathos, in his account of his first love,, which wrap$ 
the memory of his patient, quiet Rebecca, in a sacred 
veil of tender reverence. Secondly, he is a sort of 
High Priest of Flora ; and though not precisely such 
an one as would have been chosen to tend the shrine 
of her Roman Temple, yet this will give him a po- 
etic claim upon my interest, so Icmg as the absorbing 
love of beauty renders a Flower-Merchant more at- 
tractive to my fancy than a dealer in grain. 

Were I not afraid of wearying your patience with 
descriptions of scenery, I would talk of the steam^ 
boat passage from Ravenswood ; for indeed it is very 
beautiful. But I forbear all allusion to the gUding 
boats, the vernal forests, falling in love with their 
own shadows in the- river, and the cozy cottages, 
peeping out fircwn the foliage with their pleasant, 
friendly faces. I have placed the lovely landscape 
in the halls of memory, where I can look upon it 
whenever my soul needs the bounteous refreshings of 
nature. I congratulate myself for having added this 
picture to my gallery, as a blesi^g for the weary 
months that are coming upon us ^ for Summer has 
waved her last farewell, as she passed away over the 
summit of the sunlit hilis, and I can already spy the 
waving white locks of old Winter, as he comes hob- 
bling up, before the gale, on the other side. I could 
forgive him the ague-fit he bestows on poor Summer, 
as she hurries by ; but the plague of it is, he will 
stand gosi^ping with Spring's green fairy, till e^^i^y 
tooth chatters in her sweet little head. 

Now, of a truth, my friend, I have been meaning 
to write sober sense; but what is written, is writteii. 
As the boy said of his whistling, ^ it did itself I 
would gladly have shown more practical good sense, 
and talked, wisely on *the spirit of the age,' 'pro- 
gress of the species,' and the like ; but I believe, in 
my soul, fairies keep carnival all the year round in 
my poor brain ; for even when I first wake, I find a 
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magic ring of tinted mushrooms, to show ^here their 
midnight dance has heen. But I did not bore you 
with scenery, and you should give me credit for that; 
we who lire cooped up in cities, are so apt to forget 
that any body but ourselves ever sees blue sky enough 
for a suit of bed curtains, or butter-cups and green- 
sward sufficient for a flowered coverlet. * Don't crow 
till you're out of the wood,' though; for the afore- 
said picture hangs in the hall, and I may yet draw 
aside the curtain and give you a' peep, if you are 
Very curious. Reed pictures, like every thing else 
real, cannot be bought with cash. Old Mammon 
buys nothingjbut shadows. My gallery beats that of 
the Duke of Devonshire ; for it is filled with originals 
by the oldest masters, and not a copy among them 
all ; and, better still, the sheriff cannot seize them, 
let him do his worst ; others may prove property in 
the same, but they lie safely beyond the reaeh of 
trover or replevin. 

As we passed Blackwell's Island, I looked Witfi 
thoughiful sadness on the handsome stone edifice 
erected there for a Lunatic Asylum. On another part 
of the island is a Penitentiary : likewise a noble build- 
ing, though chilling the iTeart with its barred doors 
and grated windows. The morally and the intellec- 
tually insane — ^should they not both be treated with 
great tenderness ? It is a question for serious thought ; 
and phrenology, with all its absurd quackery on its 
back, will yet aid mankind in giving the fitting an- 
swer. There has at least been kindness evinced in 
the location chosen ; for if free breezes, beautiful ex- 
panse of water, quiet, rural scenery, and ' the blue 
sky that bends o'er all,' can ' minister to the mind 
diseased,' then surely these forlorn outcasts of society 
may here find God's best physicians for their shat- 
tered nerves. 

Another object ^diich interested me exceedingly 
was the Long-Island Farm School, for foundling, 
and orphans. Sto or eight hundred children ar« be^ 
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careftiQy t^ided by a matron and her assistants, un- 
til they are old enough to go out to service or trades. 
Their extensive play-ground runs along the shore ; a 
place of as sweet natural influences as could well be 
desired. I thought of the squalid little wretches I 
had seen at Five Points, wlwse greatest misfortune 
was that they were not wphans. I thought of the 
crowd of sickly infants in Boston alms-house — the 
innocent victinus of hereditary vice. And my heart 
ached, that it could see no end to all this misery, 
though it heard it, in the £eir-off voice of {Nrephesy. 



LETTER X. 

Oetober21,18<t 

In a great metropolis like this, nothing is more ob^ 
servable than the infinite varieties of character. Al- 
most without effort, one may happen to find himself, 
in the course of a few days, beside the Catholi6 
kneeling before the Cross, the Mohammedan bowing 
to the East, the Jew veiled before the ark of the 
testimony, the Baptist walking into the water, the 
Quaker keeping his head covered in the presence of 
dignitaries and solemnities of all sorts, and the Mor- 
mon quoting bora the Golden Book which he has 
never seen. 

More, perhaps, than any other city, except Paris 
or New Orleans, this is a place of rapid fluctuation, 
and never-ceasing change. A large portion of the 
population are like mute actors, who tramp across 
the stage in pantomime or pageant, and are se^ no 
more. The enterprising, the curious, the reckless, 
and the criminal, flock hither from all quarters of 
the world, as to a common centre, whence they can 
diverge at pleasure. Where men are little known, 
they are imperfectly restrained; therefore, great 
numbers bare live with somewhat of that wild 
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Hqense which j^evciite in thn€» of pestflenoe. Life is 
a reckless game, and death is a business transaction. 
Warehouses of ready-made coffins, stand b^ide 
warehouses of ready-made clo&ing, and the shroud 
i& sold with spangled opera-dresses. Nay, yon may 
chance to see exposed at sheriffs' sales, in public 
squares, piles of coffins, like nests of boxes, one with- 
in, another, with a hole bored in the topmost lid to 
sustain the red flag of the auctioneer, who stands by, 
describing their conveniences and merits, with all the 
exaggerating eloquence of his tricky trade. 

There is something impressive, even to painful- 
ness, in this dense crowding of human existence, this 
mercantile familiarity with death. It has sometimes 
forced upon me, for a few moments, an appalling 
night-mare sensation of vanishing identity ; as if I 
were but an unknown, unnoticed, and unseparated 
drop in the great ocean of human existence ; as if 
the uncomfortable old theory were true, and we were 
but portions of a Great Mundane Soul, to which we 
ultimately return, to be swallowed up in its infinity. 
But such ideas I expel at once, like phantasms of 
evil, which indeed they are. Unprofitable to all, 
they have a peculiarly bewildering and oppressive 
power over a mind constituted like my own ; so prone 
to eager questioning of the infinite, and curious 
search into the invisible. 1 find it wiser to forbear 
•inflating this balloon of thought, lest it roll me away 
throu^ unlimited space, until I become like the ab- 
sent man, who put his clothes in bed, and hung him- 
self over the chair; or hke his twin-brother, who 
laM his candle on the pillow, and blew himself out. 

You will, at least, my dear friend, give these let- 
ters the credit of being utterly impremeditated ; for 
Flibbertigibbet himself never moved with more un- 
expected and incoherent variety. I have wandered 
almost as far from my starting point, as Saturn's 
ring is from Mercury ; but I will returji to the varie- 
ties in New- York. Among them I often meet a tall 
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Scotsman^ with sandy hair and hi^ eheek IxmMh"-^ 
a regular Sawney, with tartan plaid amd bag^pipe^ 
And where do you guess he most frequently plies hitf 
poetic trade? Why, in the slaughter-houses! of 
which a hundred or more send forth their polluted 
breath into the atmosphere of this swarming city 
hive! There, if you are curious to witne^ incon- 
gruities, you may almost any day see gruntiBg pi^ 
or bleating lambs, with throats cut to the tune o£ 
Highland Mary, or Bonny Doon, or Lochaber No 
More. 

Among those who have flitted across my path, in 
this thoroughfare of nations, few have interested me 
more strongly than an old sea-captain, who needed 
only Sir Walter's education, his wild excurrions 
through soUtary dells and rugged mountain-passes^ 
and his familiarity with legendary lore, to make him, 
too, a poet and a romancer. Untutored as he wasy* 
a rough son of the ocean, he had combined in hi» 
character the rarest elements of fun and pathos ; side 
by side they glanced through his conversation, in a 
manner almost Shaksperean. They shcme, hke- 
wise, in his weather-beaten countenance; for he 
had ' the eye of Wordsworth and the mouth of Mo* 
here.' 

One of his numerous stories particularly imprei^ed 
my imagination, and remains there like a cabinet 
picture, by Claude. He said he was once on bqajHl" 
a steamboat full of poor foreigners, going up the MiSf- 
sissippi to some place of destination in the yet unset* 
tied wilderness. The room, where these poor emi- 
grants were huddled together, was miserable enough. 
In one corner, two dissipated-looking fellows were 
squatted on the floor, playing all-fours with dirty - 
cards; in another, lay a victim of intemperance^, 
senseless, with a bottle in his hand ; in another, a 
young Englishman, dying of consumption — kindly 
tended by a venerable Swiss emigrant, with his he^p^ 
ful wife, and artless daughter. The Englishman 
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*im inteltigent, weH-brfbraied young man, who, 
b^^ unable to marry the object of his choice, with 
a^y chance of comfortable support in his own 
country, had come to prepare a home for his beloved 
In the Eldorado of the West. A neglected cold 
btought on Ittng. fev^, which left him in a rapid de- 
cline; but still, full of hope, he was pushing on for 
&e township where he had planned for himself a 
domestic paradise. He Was now among strangers, 
and felt that^ath was nigh. The Swiss emigrants 
treated him with that thoughtful, zealous tenderness, 
whidi springs ftom genial hearts deeply imbued with 
ik% reli^ous sentiment. One wish of his soul they 
tfmlA not gratify, by reason of their ignorance. Be- 
mg too weak to hold a pen, he earnestly desired to 
dictate to some one else a letter to his mother and 
liis betrothed. This, Captain T. readily consented 
to do ; and promised, so far as in him lay, to carry 
mto effect any arrangements he might wish to make. 
Soon after this melancholy duty was fulfilled, the 
young sufferer departed. When the steam-boat 
arrived at its final destination, the kind-hearted Cap- 
tsaih T. made the best arrangements he could for a 
decent burial. There was no chaplain on board; 
and, unused as he was to the performance of reli- 
giods ceremonies, he himself read the funeral service 
from a book of Common Prayer, found in the young 
i^i?anger's trunk. The body was tenderly placed 
OH a board, and carried out face upwards, into the 
sile^ solitude of the primeval forest. The sun 
veiling to the west, cast oblique glances through the 
foliage, and played on the pale face in flickering 
light and shadow. Even the most dissipated of the 
emigrants were sobered by a scene so touching and 
so solemn, and all followed reverently in procession. 
Having dug the grave, they laid him carefully with- 
in, and replaced the sods above him ; then, sadly 
and thoughtfully, they returned slowly to the boat. 
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Subdued to tender melancholy by the sKseae te had 
witoessed, and the unusual service he had performed, 
Captain T. avoided company, and wandered off 
alone into the woods. Unquiet questionings, and 
far-reaching thoughts of God and immortaUty, lifted 
his soul towards the Eternal; and heedless of his 
foot-steps, he lost his way in the windings of the 
forest. A widely devious and circuitous rotiKe broiight 
him within sound of human voices. It was a girl- 
ing mekxly, taking its rei^in sweeles^ead^aces. With 
pleased surprise, he followed it, Mid came, suddenly 
arid unexpectedly, in view of the new-mad& grave. 
The kindly Swiss matroai, and her iiwaoceait daagh- 
ter, had woven a large ai^ beautiful Cross^ fipom the 
broad leaves of the papaw tiee, and twined it winh 
the pure white blossoms of the trailing convolvulus. 
They had placed it reverently at the head of ihe 
stranger's grave, and kneeling before it, chanted their 
evening hymn to the Virgin. A glowing twili^t 
shed its rosy flush on the consecrated symbol, smd 
the modest, friendly faces of those humble worship- 
pers. Thus beautifully, they paid ik&ir tribute of 
respect to the unknown cme, of another faith, and a 
foreign clime, who had left home and kindred, to die 
among strangers in the wild^ness. 

How would the holy gracefulnes^s of this scene 
have melted the heart of his mother and his beloved ! 

I had many more things to say to you ; but I jjrilt 
leave them unsaid. I leave you alone with this 
sweet picture, that your memory may eonsecr?^ it 
as mine has done. 
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LiSTTER XL 

QeceiBb«r9, 1841. 

A fri^ad passing by the Methodist church in Eli?- 
ai^th street, heard stieh loud and earnest noises is- 
suing ^lerefrom, that h^ stepped in to ascertain the 
clause. A coloured woman was preaching to a full 
audience, and in a manner so remarkable thg,t his 
attention was at cHice rivetted. The account he gave 
excited my curiosity, and I sought an interview with 
the woman, whom I ascertained to be Julia Pell, of 
Philadelphia. I learned from her that her father was 
oneof the innumerable taribe of fugitives from slavery, 
assisted by that indefatigable friend of the oppress- 
ed, Isaac T. Hopper. This was quite a pleasant sujr- 
|Mrise to the benevolent old gentleman, for he was not 
aware* that any of Zeek^s descendants were living; 
and it was highly interesting to him to find one of 
them in the perstm of this female Whitfield. JuUa 
never knew het father by the name of Zeek ; for that 
was Mst^pellatio*! in slavery, and i^e had known 
hfm oidy as a freeman. Zeek, it seems, had been 
* sold running,' as the term is ; that is, a purchaser 
bad given a very small part of his original value, ta- 
king the risk of not catching him. In Philadelphia a 
coloured man, named Samuel Johnson, heard a gen- 
tleman making inquiries concerning a slave called 
Zeek, whom he had ^bought running.' *I know 
him very well,' said Samuel ; ' as well as I do my- 
self; he's a good-for-nothing chap; and you'll be 
better without him than with him.' * Do you think 
so V ' Yes ; if you gave what you say for him, it 
was a bite — that's all. He's a lazy, good-for-nothing 
dog ; and you'd better sell your right in him the first 
chance you get.' After some further talk, Samud 
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aclqiowledged that Zeek was bis bi*RW. The geijy 
tleman advised him to buy him ; but Samuel pro- 
tested that he was such a lazy, vicious dog, that he 
wanted nothing to do with him. The gentleman 
begaix to have so bad an opinion of his bargain, that 
he offered* to sell the fugitive for sixty dollars. Sa- 
muel, with, great apparent indiflference, accepted the 
terms, and the necessary papers were drawn. Isaac 
T. Hopper was in the room during the whole trans- 
action ; and the coloured man requested him to exa- 
mine the papers to see that all was right. Being 
assured that every thing was in due form, he inquired, - 
'And is Zeelc now free? *Yes, entirely free/ 
* Suj)pose I was Zeek, and that was the man that 
bought me: couldn't he take me? ^ Not any more 
iliau he could take jne/ said Isaac, As soon as Sa*- 
uiuel received this assurance, he made a low bow to 
the gentleman, and, with additional fun in a face al- 
ways roguish, said, ' Your servant, sir ; I am Zeek !' 
The roguishness characteristic of her father is reflect- 
ed in some degree in Julia's intelligent facp; but 
imagination, uncultivated, yet highly poetic, is her 
leading characteristic. 

Some have the idea that our destiny is prophesied 
in early presentiments: thus, Hannah M.gf&j^.>mpi^' 
a little child, used to play, * Go up to tmia^ aflef 
see the bishops' — an object for which she afterwards 
sacrificed a large portion of her own moral indepejir^ 
dence and freedom of thought. In Julia Pell's case, 
f coming events cast their shadows before.' 1 ask©<l 
her when she thought she first ^experienced reli- 
gion.' She replied, ' When I was a little girl, father 
and mother used to go away to meetings on Sundays, 
and leave me and my brothers at home all day. So, 
I thought I'd hold class-meetings as the Methodists 
did. The children all round in the neighbourhood 
used to come to hear me preach. The neighbours 
complained that we made such a noise, shouting and 
singing; and every Monday father gave us a whip* 
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pirtg. At last, he said to mother, * Vtn tired of beat- 
ing these poor children every week to satisfy our 
neighbours. Til send for my sister to come, and she 
will stay at home on Sundays, and keep them out of 
mischief.' So my aunt was brought to take care of 
us ; and the next Sunday, when the children came 
thronging to hear me preach, they were greatly dis- 
appointed indeed tahear me say, in a mournful way, 
'We can't have any more meetings now; because 
aunt's come, and she won't let us.' When my aunt 
heard this, she seemed to pity tne and the children ; 
and she said if we would get through before the 
folks came home, we might hold a meeting ; for she 
should like to see for herself what it was we did, 
that made such a fuss among the neighbours. Then 
we had a grand meeting. My aunt's heart was ta- 
ken hold of that very day ; and when we all began 
to sing, ' Come to the Saviour, poor sinner, come !' 
she cried, and I cried ; and when we had done cry- 
ing, the whole of us broke out singing * Come to the 
Saviour.' That very instant I felt my heart leap 
up, as if a great load had been taken right off of 
it I That was the beginning of my getting religion ; 
dnd for many years after that, I saw all the time a 
blue smoke rising before my eyes — the whole time a 
blue smoke rising, rising.' As she spoke, she imi- 
tated the ascent of smoke, by a graceful, undulating 
motion of her hand. 

' What do you suppose was the meaning of the 
Wue smoke V said I. 

* I don't know, indeed, ma'am ; but I always sup- 
posed it was my sins rising before me, from the bot- 
tomless pit.' 

She told me that when her mother diedj some years 
after, she called her to her bed-side, and said, * Julia, 
the work of grace is only begun in you. You haven't 
got religion yet When you can freely forgive all 
your enemies, and love to do them good, then you 
Diay know that the true work is completed within 



t zed by Google 



f 6 L£eTfiQ# FROM MEW^^OPK. 

jm- I thought the wisest schools of di^Iqgy cotdd 
ppt have established a better test 

I asked Julia, if she had ever tried to learn to read* 
She replied, ^ Yes, ma'am, I tried once ; because I 
thought it would be such a convenience, if I could 
read the Bible for myself. I made good progress, and 
in a short time could spell B-a-k-e-r, as well as any- 
body. But it dragged my mind dawn. It dragge4 
it clown. When I tried to think, every thing scattered 
away like smoke, and I could do nothing but spelL 
Once i got up in an evening meeting to speak ; and 
when I wanted to say, ' Behold the days opme,' I 
began * B-a — .' I was dreadfully ashamed, and con-* 
eluded I'd give up trying to learn to rea^.' 

These, and several otjier particulars J learned of 
Julia, at the house of Isaac T. Hopper. When about 
to leave us, she said she felt moved to pray. Accord-? 
ingly, we all remained in silence, while she pourec} 
forth a. brief, but very impressive pra; 
erable host ; of whom she spoke ai^ 
man, whom thou, O Lord, hast raisec 
a blessed work for my down-trodden 

JuUa's quiet, dignified, and even k 
ment in tte parlour, did not seem at 
with what I had been told of her in i 
a voice like a sailor at mast-head, an 
Hon like Garrick in Mad Tom. On i 
lowing, I went to hear her for myself; and in good 
truth, I consider the event as an era in my life never 
to be forgotten. Such an odd jumbling together of 
all sorts of things in Scripture, such wild fancies, 
beautiful, sublime, or grotesque, such vehemence of 
gesture, such dramatic attitudes, I never before hear4 
and witnessed. I verily thought she would have 
leaped over the pulpit ; and if she had, I was almost 
prepared to have seen her poise herself on unseen 
wings, above the wondering congregation. 

I know not whether her dress was of her own choo^^- 
ing ; but it was tastefully appropriate. A black silfe 
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gown, with plain, white cuffs; a white muslin ker- 
chief, foMed neatly over the breast, and crossed' by a 
broad black scarf, like that which bishops wear over 
the surplice. 

She began with great moderation, gradually rising 
in her tones, until she arrived at the shouting pitch, 
common with Methodists. This she sustained tor an 
incredible time, without taking breath, and with a 
huskiness of effort, that produced a painful sympathy 
in my own lungs. Imagine the following, thus utter- 
ed ; that is, spoken without punctuation : ^ Silence in 
Heaven ! The Lord said to Gabriel, bid all the angels 
keep silence. Go up into the third heavens, and tell 
the archangels to hush their golden harps. Let the 
mountains be filled with iSilence. Let the sea stop 
its roaring, and the earth be still. What's the matter 
now? Why, man has sinned, and who shall save 
him ? Let there be silence, while God makes search 
for a Messiah. Go down to the earth ; make haste, 
Gabriel, and inquire if any there are worthy ; and 
Gabriel returned and said, No, not one. Go search 
among the angels, Gabriel, and inquire if any there 
are worthy ; make haste, Gabriel ; and Gabriel re- 
turned and said, No, not one. But don't be discour- 
aged. Don't be discouraged, fellow-sinners. God 
arose in his majesty, and he pointed to his own right 
hand, and said to Gabriel, Behold the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah ; he alone is worthy. He shall redeem 
my people.' 

You will observe it was purely her own idea, that 
silence reigned on earth and in heaven, while search 
was made for a Messiah. It was a beautifully poetic 
conception not unworthy of Milton. 

Her description of the resurrection and the day of 
judgment, must have been terrific to most of her 
audience, and was highly exciting even to me, whose 
religious sympathies could never be roused by fear. 
Her figure looked strangely fantastic, and even super- 
7* 
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« 

iiBttiral, as shfe teomed tip ab6te the* piriplt, to repi^ 
«ent'the spirits risiB^ front their graves. S6 power- 
ed was her rtide eloquence, that it Continually im- 
pressed me with grandeur, and once only exeitsed a 
smile; that was when she described a saint stsiTtng 
to rise, ^hufied perhaps twenty fe^t deep, wi^ thre^ 
ar foui^ siiinew a top of him.' 

This -rmiitided me of a Terl® hi Dii Nelttetro'il 
Vfllagc HjtoHS : 

* Oh how the resurrectioa Ughl 

Will clarify believers' sight, ^ 

How joyful will the saints arise, 

And rtib ike dust from off theii^ ejrea.* 

With a power of ima^tiatid^l singularly strong and 
Vivid, she described the resurrection of a young girl, 
^ho had died a sinner. Her body came from the 
grave, and her soul from the pit, wheire it had been 
t3(>rmented for many yeats. * The guihy spirit came 
tap with the flames all around it — ^^oUing — ^roUmg— ^ 
ixAlMg.^ She suit^ the acticwn to the word, as Sid- 
dons herself might have done. Then she described 
the bddy wailing and shrieking, ^O liord! must I 
t^ke that ghost again? Must I be tormented with 
teat burning ghost for everl' 

LucMly for the excited feelings of her audience, 
fehe changed the scene, and brought before us th4 
gospel ship, laden with saints, and bound for the 
heavenly shora The majestic motion of a vessel on 
the heaving sea, and the fluttering of its pennon in 
the bteeze, was imitated with wild gracefulness by 
the motion of her hands. * It touched the strand. 
Oh ! it was a pretty morning ! and at the first tap 
^f Heaven's bell, the an^te came crowding roimd, to 
\M them welcome. There you and I shall meeti, 
my beloved fdlow-traveUers. Farewell — FarewelJ 
-^I ha^e^ it in my temporal feelings that I shall never 
set foot in this New- York again'. Farewell on earth, 
but I shall meet you there/ pointing reverently 
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wpwmds * Msty x*^e all be aboard ttokt btedseA sM^ 1' 
Shouts throughout the audience, *We will! We 
will !' Stirred by such responses, Julia broke ottt 
with redoubled ferrour. * F^rewell-^fttreweB. Let 
'the world say what they will oi nm, I *haH isureiy- 
liieet you ih Heaven's broiad bay. flell ciutehed me, 
but it hadn't energy enough to hold me. FareweM 
fi/n e^rth. I shall meet you m ibt m^mtng.' Again 
and again she tossed her arms abroad, and uttered 
her w3d ^farewell;' responded to by the loud fere^- 
well of a whole congregation, Kfee the shouts 6f ah 
excited populace. Her last words wete the poetife 
p63:a^, * / shall meet yau in the nurrning .'' 

Her audience were wrought up to the highest pitch 
of enthusiasm I ever witnessed. * That's God's 
truth !' ^ Glory V ^ Amen !* * Hallelujah !' resound- 
ed throughout the crowded house. Emotion vented 
itself in murmuring, stamping, shouting, singing, anii 
wailing. It was like the uproar of a sea lashed by 
the winds. 

You know that religion has always come to me in 
stillness; and that the machinery of theological ex- 
citement has ever been as powerless over nay soul, 
11$ would be the exorcisBas of a wizard. You are 
likewise aware of my tendency to generalize; to 
look at truth as ummrsal^ not merely in its particu- 
1^ relations; to observe human nature as a whok^ 
ind not in fragments. This propensity, greatly 
strengthened by the education of circumstances, haai 
taught iHe to look calmly on all forms of religious 
ojp^inion— «LOt with the indiflference, or the scorn, of 
unbelief; but with a friendly wish to discover every-^ 
where ih» great central ideas common to all religioi3» 
souls, though oftai re-appearing in the strangest dis* 
guisesy and lisping or jabbering in the sxost untrass^ 
lated tcMies. 

Yet combidied as my religioi:MS chsoracter is, of 
qui^t mysticism, and thejeoolest rationality, will you 
]ieb9y^,me, I «9^td «caso^ v^&mxk from sboirtiijg 
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Hurrah for that heaven-bound ship ! and the tears^ 
rolled down my cheeks, as that dusky priestess of 
eloquence reiterated her wild and solemn farewell. 

If she gained such power over my spirit, there is 
no cause to marvel at the tremendous excitement 
throughout an audience so ignorant, and so keenly 
susceptible to outward impressions. I knew not 
how the high- wrought enthusiasm would be let down 
in safety. The shouts died away, and returned in 
shrill fragments of echoes, like the trembling vibra- 
tions of a harp, swept with a strong hand, to the 
powerful mu^c of a war*song. Had I remembered 
a lively Methodist tune, as well as I recollected the 
words, I should have broke forth : 

* The gospel ship is sailing by ! 
The Ark of safety now is nigh ; 
Come, sinners, unto Jesus fly. 
Improve the day of grace. 
Oh, there'll be glory, hallelujah, 
When we all arrive at home !' 

The same instinct that guided me, impelled the au- 
dience to seek rest in music, for their panting spirits 
and quivering nerves. AH joined spontaneously in 
singing an old familiar tune, more quiet than the 
bounding, billowy tones of my favourite Gospel 
Ship. Blessings on music ! Like a gurgling brook 
to feverish lips are sweet sounds to the heated and 
weary soul. 

Everybody round me could sine; and the tones 
were soft and melodious. The gift of song is uni- 
versal with Africans; and the fact is a prophetic 
one. Sculpture blossomed into its fullest perfection 
in a Physical Age, on which dawned the intellec- 
tual; Painting blossomed in an Intellectual Age. 
warmed by the rising sun of moral sentiment ; and 
now Music goes forward to its culmination in the 
coming Spiritual Age. Now is the time that Ethi- 
opia begins ^ to stretch forth- her hands.' Her souli 



t zed by Google 



sa lofig i^eneed, wiU yet utter its^ in mufiic's hi|^'- 
^t harmony. 

When the audience paused, Mr. Matthews, their 
pastor^ rose to address them. He is a religious-minded 
man, to whose good influence Julia owes, under God, 
her present state of mind. She always calls him 
' father,' and speaks of him with the most affection- 
ate and grateful reverence. At one period of her life, 
it seems that she was led astray by temptations, 
which peculiarly infest the path of coloured women in 
large cities ; but ever since her * conversion to God,' 
she has been strictly exemplary in her walk and con- 
versation. In her own expressive language, * Hell 
clutched her, but hadn't energy enough to hold her.' 
The missteps of her youth are now eagerly recalled by 
those who love to stir polluted waters ; and they are 
brought forward as reasons why she ought not to be 
allowed to preach. I was surprised to learn that to 
this prejudice was added another, against women's 
preaching. This ^demdd a strange idea for Metho- 
dists, some of whose brightest ornaments have been 
women preachers. As far back as Adam Clarke's 
time, his objections were met by the answer, * If an 
ass reproved Balaam, and a iarn-door fov;l reproved 
Peter, why shouldn't a woman reprove sin V 

This classification with donkeys and fowls is cer- 
tainly not very complimentary. The first compari- 
son I heard most wittily replied to, by a coloured wo- 
man who had once been a slave. ' Maybe a speak- 
ing woman is like an Ass,' said she ; * but I can tell 
you one thing — the Ass saw the angel, when Balaam 
Hdn't.' 

Father Matthews, after apologizing for various 
misquotations of Scripture, on the ground of Julia's 
inability to read, added: — *But the Lord has evi- 
dently called this woman to a great work. He has 
made her mighty to the salvation of many souls, as 
a cloud of witnesses can testify. Some say she ought 
not to preach, because she is a woman. But I say, 
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' Let the Lord send by whom he will send.' Lett 
everybody that has a message, deliver it — whetheif 
man or woman, white or coloured ! Some say wo- 
men mustn't preach, because they were first in the 
transgression ; but it seems to me hard that if they 
helped us into sin, they shouldn't be suffered to help 
us out, I say, * Let the Lord send by whom he ii^ill 

be al^ 

istil 8 

3 glea 
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lilts ii 

great 
men 
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LETTER XII. 

January 1, 1842. 

I wish you a Happy New Year. A year of brave 
conflict with evil, within and without— a year of 
sinless victories. Would that some fairy, whose 
word fulfils itself in fate, would wish me such a 
year ! Yet scarcely are the words written, when I 
fall to pitying myself, in view of the active images 
they have conjured up; and my soul turns, with 
wistful gaze, towards the green pastures and still 
waters of spiritual quietude, and poetic ease. Yet 
were the aforesaid fairy standing before me, ready 
to grant whatsoever I might ask, I think I should 
have strength enough to choose a year of conflict for 
the good of my race ; but it should be warfare with- 
out poisoned arrows, and fought on the broad table- 
land of high mountains, never descending into the 
narrow by-paths of personal controversy, or chasing 
its foe through the crooked lanes of policy. In all 
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ftges of the ^rorld. Tnith has suflbred much at the 
hands of her disciples, because they have been ever 
tempted to use the weapons her antagonists have 
chosen. Let usjeam wisdom by the Past. The 
warnings that sigh through experience, and the hope 
that smiles through prophecy, both have power to 
strengthen us. 

The Past and the Future ! how vast is the sound, 
how infinite the significance ! Hast thou well con- 
sidered of the fact, that all the Past is reproduced in 
thee, and all the Future prophesied 7 Had not Pha- 
raoh's daughter saved the Hebrew babe, and brought 
him up in all the learning of the Egyptians ; had not 
Plato's soul uttered itself in harmony with the great 
choral hymn of the universe ; had not Judean shep- 
herd's listened in the deep stillness of moonlight, on 
the mountains, to angels chanting forth the primal 
notes whence all music flows — Worship, Peace, and 
Love ; had any one of these been silent, wouldst thou 
have been what thou art 1 Nay, thou wouldst have 
been altogether another ; unable even to comprehend 
thy present self. Had Christianity remained in dens 
and Caves, instead of clothing itself in outward sym- 
bols of grandeur and of beauty ; had cathedrals never 
risen in towered state, 

* And over hill and dell 

Gone sounding' with a royal voice 

The stately minster hell ;* 

had William the Norman never divided Saxon lands 
by force, and then united his new piratical state in 
solemn marriage with the Church ; had Luther never 
thrown his inkstand at the Devil, and hit him hard ; 
had Bishop Laud never driven heretics, by fire and 
faggot, to the rocky shores of New England ; had 
William Penn taken off his hat to the Duke of York 
-—would thy present self have been known to thyself, 
couldst thou have seen its features in a mirror ? 

Nay, verily. Thou art made up of all that has 
preceded thee ; and thus was thy being predestined 
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And beeatfise it ife thus in tiie inward spirit, It i» so Si 
the outward world. Our rery shftwls bear oma?- 
fiients found in Egyptian catacombs, and our i^ofas 
rest on the mysterious Sphinx; Caryatides, which 
upheld the roof of Diana's anciait temple, stand with 
the same quiet and grft<^ful n^ajesty, to sustain the 
lighter burden of our candelabras and lamps ; and 
the water of modem wells flows into vases, whose 
beautiful forms were du^ ftom the lava of long- 
buried Herculaneum. 

Truth is immortal. No fragment of it ever dies. 
From time to time, the body cnes oif it ; but it rises 
in a more perfect form, leaving its grave-clothes be- 
hind it, to be, perchance, worshipped as living things, 
by those who love to watch among the tombs. Every 
line of beauty is the expression of a thought, and 
shares the immortality of its origin ; hence the beauti- 
ful acanthus leaf is transferred from Corinthian capi^- 
tals to Parisian scarfs and English calicoes. 

It is said that the bow of a violin drawn across 
the edge of a glass covered with sand, leaves notes of 
music written on the sand. Thus do the vibrations 
of the Present leave its tune engraven on the soul ; 
and in the lapse of time, we call those written notes 
the langusige of the Past. Thus art thou the child 
of the Past, and the father of the Future. Thou 
standest on the Present, ' like the sea-bird on a rock, 
in mid ocean, with the immensity of waters behind 
him, ready to plunge into the immensity of waters 
before him.' 

Art thou a Reformer? Beware of the dangers of 
thy position. Let not the din of the noisy Present 
drown the music of the Past. Be assured ther^ is 
no tone comes to thee from the far-oflF ocean of olden 
time, which is not a chord in the eternal anthem of 
the universe; else had it been drowned in the roaring 
waves, long before it came to thee. 

Reform as thou wilt; for the Present and the 
Futuire have need of this ; but let no rude scorn breathy 
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let the glance of her ^ye pass inta thine ; for she has 
i)6ea to thee a mo&er. 

* I can «corn aotliliif which a natiiia's lieeatt 
Haih held Ibr ages holy: for ^ heut 
Isidike holy in it^ strength and weakness ; 
1% on^ iHni; to be Je«ied wkh nor eeenied. 
AU things to me are sacred that ha«e been, 
.^id though earth like a river streaked with blood. 
Which tells a long and silent tate of death, 
, May blush her history and hide her eyes, 

The Fast is sacred— it is God'si not ours ; 
I^t her and us do better if we can/ 

r At no season does the thoughtful soul so much re- 
alize that it ever stands * between two infinities^'^- 
never does it so distinctly recognise the presence ot 
vast ideas, that look before and after, as when the 
Old Year turns away its familiar face, and goes oflf 
to join its veiled sisterhood beyond the flood. It is 
true that every day ends a year, and that which pre- 
cedes our birth-day does, in an especial manner, end 
^mr year ; yet is there iK)mewhat peculiarly impressive 
in that epoch, which whole nations recognise as a 
foot-print of departing timia. 

The season itself has a wailing voice. The very 
«ky in spring-time laughingly says, ' How do you 
do V but in winter it looks a mute farewell. ' The 
year is dying away,' says Goethe, ^ like the sound of 
bells. The wind passes over the stubble, and finds 
pothing to mova Only the red berries of that slen- 
^ex tree seem as if they would fain remind us of 
(Something cheerful ; and the measured beat of the 
thresher's flail calls up the thought that in the dry 
and fallen ear lies so much of nourishment and life J 

Thus Hope springs ever from the bosom of sad- 
ness. A welcmne to the New Year mingles with 
our fond farewell to the old. Hail to the Present 
8 
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ysriih ail th^ work that it lyings ! Its re«tlcssiies$,. if 
looked at aright, becmnes a golden propl^gcy. W^ 
will not rectd its prose, and count our stops^ a8 
schools have taught; but the heart diall chant iU 
and tones shaU chapge the words to music, that shall 
write itself on all coming time. 

New- York welcomes the new year, in much th# 
same style that she does every thing else. She is 
not prone, as the Quakers say, ^ to get into the still- 
ness/ to express any of her emotions. Such a hub- 
bub as was kept up on the night of the 31st, I never 
heard. Such a firing out of the (AA year, and such 
a firing in of the new ! iFourth of July in Boston is 
nothing compared to it. The continual discharge of 
guns and pistols prevented my readmg or writing in 
peace, and I took refuge in bed ; but every five mi- 
nutes a lurid flash dart^ athwart the walls, followed 
by the hateful crash of fire-arms. If any good thing 
is expressed by that sharp voice, it lies beyond the 
power of my imagination to discover it ; why men 
should choose it for the utterance of joy, is more thaa 
I can tell. 

The racket of these powder -de vilkins kept me 
awake till two o'clock. At five, I was roused by a 
stout Hibernian voice, almost under my window, 
shouting ^Pa-ther!' *Pa-ther!' Peter did not an- 
swer, and oiT went a pistol. Upon this, Peter 

was fain to put his head out of the window, and in* 
quire what was wanted. ^ A bright New Year to^ 
ye, Pa-ther. Get up and open the door.' 

The show in the shop-wmdows, during the week 
between Christmas and New Year's, was splendid, 1 
assure you. All that Parisian taste, or English skill 
could furnish, was spread out to tempt the eye. How 
I did want the wealth of Rothschild, that I might 
make all the world a present ! and then, methinks, I 
could still long for anotlier world to endow. The 
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^happiness of Heaven must consist in loving and giv- 
ing. What else is there worth living for ? I have 
dften involuntarily applied to myself a remark made 
by Madam Roland. ' Reflecting upon what part I 
Was fitted to perform in the world,' says she, ^ I could 
never think of any that quite satisfied me, but thai 
of Divine Providence.' To some this may sound 
Wasphemous ; it was however merely the spontane- 
ous and child-like utterance of a loving and liberal 
soul. 

Though no great observer of times and seasons, I 
do like the universal custom of ushering in the new 
year with gifts and gladsome wishes. I will not call 
these returning seasons notches cut in a stick, to 
count our prison hours, but ratl^er a garlanding of 
mile-stones on the way to our Father's mansion. 

In New- York, they observe this festival after the 
old Dutch fashion ; and the Dutch, you know, were 
famous lovers of good eating. No lady, that is a 
kdy, will be out in the streets on the first of Janu- 
ary. Every woman, that is ' anybody,' stays at 
home, dretssed in her best, and by her side is a table 
covered with cakes, preserves, wines, oysters, hot 
coffee, &c.; and as every gentleman is in honour 
bound to call on every lady, whose acquaintance 
he does not intend to cut, the amount of eat- 
ing and drinking done by some fashionable beaux 
must of course be very considerable. The number 
of calls is a matter of pride and boasting among 
fedies, and there is, of course, considerable rivalry 
in the magnificence and variety of the eating tables. 
This custom is eminently Dutch in its character, and 
i^'ilt pass away before a higher civilization. 
' 'To furnish forth this treat, the shops vied with 
each other to the utmost. Confectionary abounded 
ill the shape of every living thing; beside many 
things nowhere to be found, not even among gnomes, 
0* fairies, or uncouth merrows of the sea. Cakes 
were of every conceivable shape — ^pyramids, obe- 
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lifikd, tow^rSj pagodas, oastles, 4ec. Seme frostel 
loaves nestted lovingly in a pretty basket of sugar 
eggs; others were garlanded with flowers, or sur*- 
mounted by cooing doves, or dancing cupids* Alto*' 
gether, they made a pretty show in Broadway— top 
pretty — ^sinee the object was to minist^ to l^eartlegif 
vanity, or tempt a sated appetite. 

But I will not moralize. Let us all have virlsie^ 
and then there wiH be no further need to talk oi it, 
as the German wisely said. 

There is one lovely feature in tfiis ant»ial festival. 
It is a season when all past neglect^ all family feudis, 
all heart-burning and estrangement among friend9 
may be forgotten and laid aside for ever. They who 
have not spoken for yes^rs may renew acquaintance^ 
without any unpleasant questions asked, if they sig* 
nify a wish to do so by calling oa the first of Janu- 
a^ry. Wishing all may copy this warm bit of colour- 
ing in our social picture, I bid you feurewell, with my 
heart's best blessing, and this one scrap of mojrate : 
May you. treat every hum^n being as you would treat 
him, and speak of every one as you would speak, if 
sure that death would part you before next New* 
Year's Day. 



LETTER Xin. 

January 90^ 1843L 

Is your memory a daguerreotjrpe machine, takins^ 
instantaneous likenesses of whatsoever the light of 
imagination happens to rest upon ? I wish mine were 
not; especially in a city like this — ^unless it would be 
more select in its choice, and engrave only the beau- 
tiful. Though I should greatly prefer the green fields, 
with cows, chewing the cud, under shady trees, by 
the side of deep, quiet pools-^still I would find no 
fault, to have my gallery partly filled with the pa- 
laces of our ' merchfint princes,' built of the sparl^- 
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ling Sing Sing marble, which glittfers in the sun- 
light, like fairy domes ; but the aforesaid daguerreo- 
type will likewise engrave an ugly, angular building, 
which stands at the comer of Division-street, pro- 
truding its sharp comers into the midst of things, 
determined that all the world shall see it, whether it 
will or not, and covered with signs from cellar to 
garret, to blazon forth all it contains. 'Tis a carica- 
ture likeness of the nineteenth century; and like the^ 
nineteenth century it plagues me ; I would I could 
get quit of it. 

I know certain'minds, imbued with poetic philoso- 
phy, who earnestly seek all forms of outward beauty 
m this world, believing that their images become 
deeply impressed on the soul that loves them, and 
thus constitute its scenery through etemity. If I had 
faith in this theory, that large and many-labelled 
thing of bricks and mortar, at the comer of Division- 
street, would almost drive me mad ; for though the 
spirit of beauty can witness that I love it not, its lines 
are branded into my mind with most disagreeable 
distinctness. I know not why it is so ; for assuredly 
this is not a sinner above many other structures, built 
by contract, and inhabited by trade. 

Luckily, no forms can re-appear in another world, 
which are not within the soul. The sublime land- 
scape there belongs to him who has spiritually retired 
apart into high places to pray ; not to the cultivated 
traveller with his minds portfolio filled with images 
of Alpine scenery, or of huge Plinlimmon veiled in 
clouds. The gardens there are not for nabobs, who 
exchange rupees for rare and fragrant roses; but for 
humble, loving souls, who cherish those sweet chari- 
ties of life, that lie, ^ scattered at the feet of man like 
flowers.' Thanks be to Him who careth for all he 
hath made, the poor child running about naked in 
the miserable abodes at Five Points, though the whole 
of his mortal life should be of hardship and privation, 
may, by the grace of God, fashion for hunself as 
8* 
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beautiful an elefiuty^ aa Yiotoria's aou; nay, mw 
chance his situation^ bad as it is, involves even lesa 
danger of losing that beauty which alone remains, 
when the world, and all images thereof, pass away, 
like mist before the rising sun. The outward is but 
a seeming and a show ; the inward alone is perma- 
nent and real. 

That men have small faith in this, is witnessed by 
their doings. Parents shriek with terror to see a b^ 
loved child on the steep roof of lofty buildings, lest 
his body should fall a mutilated heap upon the pave- 
ment ; but they can, without horror, send him to grow 
rich by trade, in such places as Havana or New Or- 
leans, where his soul is almost sure to fall, battered 
and crushed, till scarcely one feature of God's image 
remains to be recognised. If heaven were to them as 
real as earth, they could not thus make contracts 
with Satan, to buy the shadow for the substance. 

Alas, how few of us, pven the wisest and the best, 
believe in Truth, and are willing to trust it altoge- 
ther. — How we pass through life in simulation and 
false shows ! In our pitiril anxiety how we shall 
appear before men, we forget how we appear before 
angels. Yet is their ' public opinion' somewhat that 
concerns us most nearly. Passing by the theatre, I 
saw announced for performance a comedy, called the 
'Valley de Sham.' That simple sentence of mi3- 
spelled French brought to my mind a whole railroad 
train of busy thought. I smiled as I read it, and said 
within myself, Is not that comedy New- York ? Nay, 
is not the whole world a Valley of Sham? Are not 
you, and I, and every other mortal, the ' valet' of 
some 'sham' or other? 

* I ftconi tbift liated gcene 
Of maskinif and diaguise, 
Wbere men on men still gleam 
With falseness in their eyes ; 
Where all is counterfeit, 
And truth h^ n^ver say : 
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Goodeallnf liop«*B docfty ; 
And writhing^ at fhe ^stak^^^' 
Tbemsdvet do lian nmkok' 
60 search thy heart, poor &xAf 
Aad tnark its paMionft wfeQ ; 
'Twere time to go to school— 
'Twere time the truth to teU— 
'Twere time this world should ca«t 
Its infant slough away. 
And hearts burst forth at last 
Into the light of day :— • 
'Twere time all learned to be 
Fit for Eteroity.' 

My friend, hast thou ever iJiought how pleasant 
and altogether lovely, would be a life of entire sin-- 
cerity, married to perfect love ? The wildest stories 
of magic skill, or fairy power, could not equal the 
miracles that would \k wrought by such a life ; for 
it would change this hollow masquerade of veiled and 
restless souls into a place of divine communion. 

Oh, let us no longer utter false, squeaking voices, 
through our stifling masks. If we have attained so 
far as to speak no lie, let us make the nobler effort to 
live none. Art thou troubled with vain fears con- 
cerning to-day's bread and to-morrow's garment 7 
Let thy every word and act be perfect truth, uttered 
in genuine love ; and though thou mayest ply thy 
spiritual trades all unconscious of their results, jret 
he assured that thus, and thus only, canst thou 
weave royal robes of eternal beauty, and fill ample 
storehouses, to remain long after Wall^street and 
State-street have crumbled into dust 

Be true to thyself. Let not the forms of business, 
or the conventional arrangements of socrety, seduce 
thee into falsehood. Have no fear of the harshness 
of sincerity. Truth is harsh, only when divorced 
from Love. There is no refinement like holiness ; 
^ for which bmmliJty.is the otber name.' Bokteness 
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U bat a parrot mcckei^ t^ her heanF«nly tones, whieb 
the world lisps aad stammers, to imitate, as best ^ 
can, the pure language known to ns only in beatiti* 
fnl fragments. Not thrcmgh the copy shall the fair 
original ever be restored; 

Above all, be true to thysetf in religiotis utterance, 
or remain for ever silent. Speak only according to 
ttiy own genuine, inward experience ; and look well 
to it, that tlwu repeatest no phrase prescribed by 
creeds, or familiarly used by sects, unless that phrase 
really conveys some truth into thine own soul. There 
is far too much of this muttering of dead language. 
Indeed, the least syllable of it is too much, for him 
who has faith in the God of truth. Wouldst thou 
give up thy plain, expressive English, to mumble 
-Greek phrases, without the dimmest perception of 
their meaning, because schools and colleges have 
taught that they mean thus and so I Or wilt thou 
maintain a blind reverence Tor words, which really 
have no more life for thee than old garments stuffed 
with chaff? Multitudes who make no 'profession 
of religion,' as ^e phrase is, are passively driven in 
the traces of a Wind sectarism, from which they 
lack either the energy or the courage to depart. When 
I see such startled by an honest inquiry what is really 
meant by established forms or current phrases, I 
am reminded of the old man in the play, who said, 
' I speak no Greek, though I love the sound on't ; it 
goes so thundering, as it conjured devils.' 

Not against any form, or phrase,, do I enter a pro- 
test ; but only against its unmeaning use. If to thy 
soul it really embodies truth, to thee it should be most 
sacred. But spiritual dialects, learned and spoken 
by rote, are among the worst of mockeries. * The 
man who claims to speak as books enable, as synods 
use, as fashion guides, or as interest commands, bab- 
bles. Let him hush.' 

Be tnie to thy friend. Never speak of his faults 
to another^ to sho^V- thy own discrimination ; but 
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LETTER MV. 

I was always eager for the spring-time, but never 
so much as now ! 

Patience yet a little longer ! and I shall find deli- 
cate bells oil the trailing arbutus, fragrant as an in- 
fant's breath, hidden deep, under their coverlid of 
autimm leaves, Uke modest worth in this pretending 
world. My spirit is weary for rural rambles. It is 
sad walking in the city. The streets shut out the 
sky, even as commerce comes between the soul and 
heaven. The busy throng, passing and repassing, 
fetter freedom, while they ofier no sympathy. Th^ 
loneliness of the soul is deeper, and far more restless, 
than in the solitude of the mighty forest. Wherever 
are woods and fields I find a home • each tinted leaf 
and shining pebble is to |ne a friend ; and wherever 
I spy a wild flower, I am ready to leap up, clap my 
hands, and exclaim, 'Cocatoo! he know me very 
well !' as did the poor New Zealander, when he 
recognised a bird of nis native clime, in the menage- 
ries of London. 

But amid these miignificent masses of sparkling 
marble, hewn in prison^ I am alone. For eight 
weary months, I have met in the crowded streets but 
two feces I had ever seen before. Of some, 1 would 
I could say that I should never see them again; but 
they haunt me in my sleep, and come between me 
ana the morning. Beseeching looks, begging the 
comfort and the hope I have no power to give. Hun- 
gry eyes, that look as if they had pleaded long for 
sympathy, and at last gone mute in still despair. 
Through what woful, what frightful masUs, does the 
human soul look forth, leering, peeping, and defy- 
ing, in this thoroughfare of nations. Yet in each 
and all lie the capacities of an archangel ; as the 
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twgled tebir?tn&^ wino^ him eejiioefi mi "fmAiif^g 
palbs ©onspired to Qxake him lose hiu way. 

But watchBaen and constables were around him, 
and ibey baye sm9ill fellowship, with ai^gels. The 
str<HQg impulses that migjbit have become overwheli^- 
ing love for his race, are perverted to the bitterest 
hatred. He tries the universal resort of weakness 
against force; if ttxey ^re too strong for Am, he will 
be too cunning for thjmi, Tlmr cunning is roused 
to detect Ai^ cunning : and thus the gallaws-gj^me is 
played, with interludes of damnable merriment from 
police reports, whereat the heedless^ multitude laugh ; 
while angels weep over the slow murder of a hunaan 
soul. 

When, O when, will men learn that society maj^es 
and cherishes the very crimes it so fiercely punidiesj 
and m punishing reproduces? 

*The key of knowledge first y takeaway, 
And then, beemise ye Ve robbed him, ye enslave | 
Ye s\mt ont frera him the sweet light of day, 
And then, becau<ie he's in the dark, ye pave 
1^ road, that leads him to his wished-for grave. 
With stores of stumbling : then« if he but tread 
Darkling and slow, ye call him ' fool ' and • knave ;'^ 
Doom Irim to toil, apd yet deny him bread : 
Chains round his Iknbs ye throw, and curses on his head.' 

Crod grant the little shivering carrier-boy a brighter 
destiny than I have foreseen for him. 

A little further on, I encountered two young boys 
fighting furiously for some coppers, that had been 
given them and had fallen on the pavement. They 
had matted black hair, large, lustrous eyes, and an 
olive complexion^ They were evidently foreign 
children, from the sunny clime of Italy or Spain, and 
nature had made them subjects wr an artist's 
dream, Near by on the cold stone steps, sat a rag- 
ged, emaciated woman, whom I conjectured, from 
the resemblance of her large dark eyes, might be 
their mother; but she looked on their fight with 
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Itogoid inAifferenee, as if seeing, she saw It not I 
spoke to her, and she shook hear head in a mournful 
way, that told me she did not understand my lan- 
guage. PiX)r, forlorn wanderer ! would I could 
place thee and thy beautiful boys under shelter of 
sun-ripened vines, surrounded by the music of thy 
mother-land ! Pence I will give thee, thou^ politi- 
cal economy reprove the deed. They can but ap- 
pease the hunger of the body ; they cannot soothe 
the hunger of thy heart ; that I obey the kindly im- 
pulse may make the world none the better — ^per- 
chance some iota the worse ; yet I must needs follow 
it — ^I cannot otherwise. 

I raised my eyes above the woman's weather-beat- 
en head, and saw, behind the window of clear, plate 
glass, large vases of ^Id and silver, curiously 
wrought. They spoke significantly of the sad con- 
trasts in this disordered world ; and excited in my 
mind whole volumes, not of political, but of angelic 
economy. * Truly,' said I, ' if the Law of Love pre^ 
vailed, vases of gold and silver might even more 
abound — ^but no homeless outcast would sit shivering 
beneath their glittering mockery. All would b^ 
richer, and no man the poorer. When will the 
world learn its best wisdom 1 When will the mighty 
discord come into heavenly harmony ? I looked 
at the huge stone structures of commercial wealth, 
and they gave an answer that chilled my heart. 
Weary of city walks, I would have turned home- 
Ward ; but nature, ever true and harmonious, beck- 
oned to me from the Battery, and the glowing twi- 
light gave me friendly welcome. It seemed as if the 
dancing Spring Hours had thrown their rosy man- 
tles on old silvery winter in the lavishness of youth- 
ful love. 

I opened my heart to the gladsome influence, ancj 
forgot that earth was not a mirror of the heavens. 
It was but for a moment ; for there^ under the leafless 
9 
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trees, lay two ragged lilde boys, adeq) ineaob* 
other's arms. I remembered having read in the po- 
lice reports, the day before,^ that two little children, 
thus found, had been taken up as vagabonds. They 
told, with simple pathos, how both their isaothers 
-had been deaa for months; how they had formed 
an intimate friendship, had begged together, ate 
together, hungered together, and together slept un.- 
covered beneath the steel-cold stars. 

The twilight seemed no longer warm ; and brush- 
ing away a tear, I walked hastily homeward. As I 
turned into the street where God has provided me 
with a friendly shelter, something lay across my 
path. It was a woman, apparently dead ; with gar- 
ments all draggled in New- York gutters, blacker 
than waves of the infernal rivei's. Those who ga- 
thered around, said she had fallen in intoxication, and 
was rendered senseless by the force of the blow. 
They carried her to tlie watch-house, and the doctor 

i)romised she should be well attended. But, alas, 
or watch-house charities to a breaking heart ! I 
could not bring myself to think otherwise than that 
hers was a breaking heart ! Could she but give a. 
full revelation of early emotions checked in their full 
and kindly flow, of aflfections repressed, of hopes, 
blighted, and energies misemployed through igno- 
rance, the heart would kindle and melt, as it does 
when genius stirs its deepest recesses. 

It seemed as if the voice of human wo was destin- 
ed to follow me through the whole of that unblest 
day. Late in the night I heard the sound of voices 
in the street, and raising the window, saw a poor, 
staggering woman in the hands of a watchman. My 
ear caught the words, ' Thank you kindly, sir. I 
should like to go home.' The sad and humble ac- 
cents in which the simple phrase was uttered, the 
dreary image of the watch-house, which that poor 
wretch dreamed was her home^ proved too much for 
my overloaded sympathies. I hid my face in the 
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pQfow, ana wept ; fdr ' my heart was almost break- 
ing with the misery of my kind.' 

I thought, then, that I would walk no more 
abroad, till the fields were green. But my mind 
* and body grow alike impatient of being inclosed 
within walls ; both ask for the free breeze, and the 
Wide, blue dome that overarches and embraces all. 
Again I rambled forth under the February sun, as 
mild and genial as the breath of June. Heart, mind, 
und frame grew glad and strong, as we wandered 
on, past the old Stuyresant church, which a few 
years agone was surrounded by fields and Dutch 
farm-houses, but now stands in the midst of peopled 
streets ; — and past the trim, new houses, with their 
green verandahs, in the airy suburbs. Following the 
railroad, which lay far beneath our feet, as we wound 
dur way over the hills, we came to the burying- 
ground of the poor. Weeds and brambles grew 
along the sides, and the stubble of last year's grass 
waved over it, Hke dreary memories of the past; 
but the sun smiled on it, like God's love on the des- 
olate soul. It was inexpressibly touching to see the 
frail memorials of aflection, placed there by hearts 
crushed under the weight of poverty. In one place 
was a small rude cross of wood, with the initials 
J. S. cut with a penknife, and apparently filled with 
ink. In another a small hoop had been bent into the 
form of a heart, painted green, and nailed on a stick 
at the head of the grave. On one upright shingle 
wats painted only * Mutter ;' the German word for 
Mother. On another was scrawled, as if with char- 
coal, * So ruhe wohl, du unset liebes kind.^ (Rest 
well, our beloved child.) One recorded life's brief 
history thus : ' H. G. bom in Bavaria ; died in New- 
York.' Another short epitaph, in French, told that 
the sleeper came from the banks of the Seine. 
<^" The predominance of foreign epitaphs affected me 
deeply. Who could now tell with what high hopes 
those departed ones had left the heart-homes of Ger- 



t zed by Google 



100 ua^Tfits ipwcm nsw-t^oc 

many, the sunny hills of Spain, the laughuig skies 
of Italy, or the wild beauty of Switzerland I Would 
not the friends they had left in their childhood's 
home, weep scalding tears to find them in a pauper's 
grave, with their initials rudely carved on a fragile 
shingle? Some had not even these frail memoriajbs. 
It seemed there was none to care whether they lived 
or died. A wide, deep trench was open ; and there 
I could see piles of unpainted coffins heaped one up- 
on the otlier, left uncovered with earth, till the yawn- 
ing cavity was filled with its hundred tenants. 

Ileturning homeward, we passed a CathoUc bury- 
in g-ground. It belonged to the upper classes, ai^ 
was filled with marble monuments, covered with 
long inscriptions. But none of them touched my 
heart like that rude shingle, with the simple wo^ 
' Mutter ' inscribed thereon. The gate was opeo, 
and hundreds of Irish, in their best Sunday clothes, 
were stepping reverently among the grs^ves, and kiss- 
ing the very sods* Tenderness for the dead is oq.e 
of the loveliest features of their nation gaid tliw 
church. 

The evening was closing in, as we returned, 
thoughtful, but not gloomy. Bright lights shone 
through crimson, blue, and green, in the apotheca- 
ries' windows, and were reflected in prismatic beau- 
ty from the dirty pools in the street. It was like po- 
etic thoughts in the minds of the poor and ignorant; 
like the memory of pure aspirations in the vicious ; 
like a rainbow of prcMnise, that God's spirit never 
leaves even the most degraded soul. I snfiled, as 
my spirit gratefully ^accepted this love-token from 
the outward; and I thanked our heavenly Father 
for a world beyond this. 
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LETTER XT. 

lltodil7,18IIL 

It may seem strange to you that among the mass 
of bemgs in this great human hive, I should occupy 
an entire letter with one whose life was like a 
troubled and fantastic dream; apparently without 
use to himself or others. Yet he was one who has 
left a record on the public heart, and will not soon be 
forgotten. For several years past the eccentricities 
of Macdonald Clarke have been the city talk, and 
ahnost every child in the street was familiar with his 
Countenance. In latter years the record of inexpres- 
sible misery was written there ; but he is said to have 

' had rather an unusual portion of beauty in his youth ; 
and even to the last, the heart looked out from his 
wild eyes with most friendly earnestness. I saw 
him but twice ; and now mourn sincerely that the 
pressure of many avocations prevented my seeking 

*to see him oftener. So many forms of unhappiness 
crowd upon us in this world of perversion and dis- 
order, that it is impossible to answer all demands. 
But stranger as poor Clarke was, it now makes me 
sad that I did not turn out of my way to utter the 
simple word of kindness, which never failed to rejoice 
his suffering and child-Hke soul. 

I was always deeply touched by the answer of the 
poor, heart-broken page in Hope Leslie : * Yes, lady, 

'I have lost my way!' How often do I meet with 
those who, on the crowded pathway of life, have 
lost their way. With poor Clarke it was so from 
the very outset. Something that Was not quite in- 
sanity, but was nigh akin to it, marked his very 
boyhood. 

He was horn in New London, Connecticut, and 
was school-mate with our eloquent friend, Charles 
C. Burleigh, who always speaks of him as the most 
kind-hearted of boys^ but even then charact^ized by 
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tb^ oddest vaganes. His mother di»d at 9ea^ whtai 
he was twelve years old f b^dng oa a voyage ibx her 
health. He says-^— 

* One nifbt, as the bleak October breeze 

Was sigfaiog a diige through the leaflet* ^tteea. 

She waa boroe by rough men in the chilly daijky 

Down to the wharf-side, where a bark 
\ Waited for ltd precious freight. 

' I watched the ship-lights long and late : 

' When I Could see them no more for tears, 

I turned drooping away, 

And felt that mine were darkening years.' — 

And darkened indeed they wera 'That delicate 
boy,' as he describes himself, ' an only son, having 
been petted to a pitiable unfitness for the sterner 
purposes of life, went forth alone, to sUruggle with iJbie 
world's unfriendliness, and front its frowns 1 

He was in Philadelphia at one period ; but all we 
ever heard of him there was, that he habitually i^tept 
in the grave-yard, on Franklin's HMwamnent. In 
1819, he came to New- York, where he wrote for 
newspapers, and struggled as he could with poverty ; 
assisted from time to time by benevolence which he 
never sought A sad situation for one who, like him, 
had a nerve protruding at every pore. 

In New- York, he b^ame in love with a handsome 
young actress, of seventeen, by the name of Brun- 
dage. His poverty, and obvious incapacity to ob- 
tain a livelihood, made the match objectkmable m 
the eyes of her mother ; and they eloped. The tkne 
chosen was as wild and inopportune as most of his 
movements. On the very night she was to play 
OpheUa, on her way to the Park theatre, she abscond- 
ea with her lover, and was married. CMf course 
the play could not go on ; the audience were disap- 
pointed, and the manager angry. The mother of 
the young lady, a strong, masculine woman, was so 
full of wrath, that she pulled her daughter out oi 
bed at midnight^ and di^igged ba kofCk^ Jim 
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WHtegrdOffi tried to pacify the manager by the mo^ 
poSi^ expianations ; but received nothing tat kicks 
in return, with orders never to show his faoe within 
the building again. The young couple were strongs 
ly attached to each other, and of course were not 
long kept sepatated. But Macdoiiald, who had come 
of a wealthy family, was too proud to have his wife 
appear on the stage again ; and the remarkable pow-* 
ers of his own mind were rendered useless by the jar 
that ran through them all ; of course poverty came 
w^oo. him like an armed man. They suffered greatly, 
but still clung to each other with the most fervid af- 
fection. Sometimes they sl^ in tiie deserted market- 
house ; and when the weather would permit^ under 
the shadow of the trees. Chie dreadful stormy night, 
Ihey were utterly wi^out shelter, and in the extre- 
mity of their need, sought the resid^ice ci her mo- 
ther. They knocked and knocked in vain ; at last 
the suffering yoimg wife proposed climbing a shed, 
fa order to enter the window of a chamber she used 
to occupy. To accomplish this purpose, Macdonald 
placed boiirds across a rain-water hogshead, at the 
comer of the phed. He mounted first, and drew her 
tip after him, when suddenly the boards broke, and 
both fell into the water. Th^r screams brought out 
the strong-handed and unforgiving mother. She 
seized her offending daughter by the hair, and 
plunged her up and down in the water several times, 
t)efore she would help her out. She finally took her 
into the house, and left Macdonald to escape as he 
could. They were not allowed to live together 
again, and the wife seemed compelled to return to 
ihp^ stage, as a means of obtaining bread. She was 
you^and pretty, her affections were blighted, sh^ 
was poMT, and her profession aboimded wi^ tempta- 
tions. It was a situation much to be pitied; for it 
hardly admitted of other Besult than diat which fol- 
lowed. They who had loved so fondly, were di- 
vorced to meet no xoore^ yifhe»m&^ Macdonald 
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alluded to this part of his strange history, as he 
often did to a very intimate friend, he always added, 
'I never Warned her; though it almost hroke my 
heart. She waa driven to it, and I always pitied 
her.' 

This lady is now an actress of considerable repu- 
tation in England; by the name of Burrows, I 
think. 

From this period, the wildness of poor Clarke's 
nature increased; until he came to be generally 
known by the name of the ' Mad Poet.' His strange 
productions bore about the same relaticm to poetry 
that grotesques, with monkey faces jabbering out of 
lily cups, and gnarled trees with knot-hdes twisted 
into hags' grimaces, bear to graceful arabesques^ 
with trailing vines and intertwisted blossoms. Yet 
was the undoubted presence of genius always via- 
ble. Ever and anon a light from another world 
shone on his innocent soul, kindling the holiest aspi- 
rations, which could find for themselves no form in 
his bewildered intellect, and so fell from his pen in 
uncouth and jagged fragments, still sparkling with 
the beauty of the region whence they came. His 
metiphors were at times singularly fancifuL He 
flxus describes the closing day : — 

* Now twilight lets her curtain down, 
And pins it with a star/ 

And in another place he talks of memory that 
shall last 

* Whilst the ear of the earth hears the hymn of the ocean.* 

M. B. Lamar, late President of Texas, once met 
this eccentric individual at the room of William 
Page, the distinguished artist. The interview led to 
the following very descriptive lines from Lamar .• — 

Say have you seen Macdonald CL«rkey 

The poet of the Moon T 
He is a d eccentric lark. 

At fkmcms as 7^ Comi* • 
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He tallu of Love and dream* of Tum^ 
And lauds hia mioatrel art ; 

He baa a kind of z\g-zig brain- 
But yet a straight-line heart. 

SometimeB bis strains so sweetly floa^ 
His barp so sweetly sings. 

You'd almost think the tuneful hand 
Of Jubal touched the strings. 

But soon, anon, with failing art, 
^ The strain as rudely jars, 

As if a driver tuned the harp, 
In cadence with his cars. 

He was himself well aware that his mind was a 
broken instrument. He described himself as 

* A poet comfortably crazy^ 

As pliant as a woeping^wiHow— 

Loves most everybody's girls ; an*t la«y^— 

Can write a himdred lines an hour. 

With a rackety, whackety railroad power.' 

From the phrase, * loves most everybody's girls,' 
it must not be inferred that he was profligate. On 
the contrary, he was innocent as a child. He talked 
of love continually ; but it was of a mystic union of 
souls, whispered to him by angels, heard imperfect- 
ly in the lonely, echoing chambers of his soul, and 
uttered in phrases learned on earth, all unfit for the 
holy sentiment. Like the philosopher of the East, 
he knew, by inward revelation, that his soul 

* In parting from its warm abode, 
Had lost its partner on the road, 
And never joined their hands.' 

His whole life was in fact^ restless seeking for his 
other half. This idea continually broke ftom him 
in plaintive, wild, imploring tones. 

' I have met so much of scorn 
From those to whom my thoughts were kind, 
I I've fancied there was never bom 

{ On earth, for me, one kindred mind.' 
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Again he imys : 

' The soul that now k cursed and wHd, 
In one fierce, wavering-, ghastly flare, 
Would be calm and blest as a sleeping cfaO^ 
Tlwr<lceams its mother's breast is tfawe ; 
Calm as the deep inidsummer's air- 
Calm as that brow so mild and ftiir— 
Calm as God's angels everywhere— 
For all is Heaven' — if Mary's there.' 

This restless idea oft^i centred itself iip<m some, 
yomig lady, whom he followed for a long time, with 
troublesome but guileless enthusiasm. The objects 
of his pursuit were sometimes afraid of him : but 
there was no occasion for this. As a New- York ed- 
itor very happily said, * He pursued the little Red 
Riding Hoods of his imagination to bless and not to 
devour.' 

Indeed, in all respects, his nature was most kind- 
ly; insomuch that he suliered continual torture in 
this great Babel of misery and crime. He wanted 
to relieve all the world, and was frenzied that he 
could not. All that he had — ^money, watch, rings, 
were given to forlorn street wanderers, with a com- 
passionate, and even deferential gentleness, that 
sometimes brought tears to their eyes. Often, when 
he had nothing to give, he would snatch up a ragged, 
shivering child in the street, carry it to the door 
of some princely mansion, and demand to see the 
lady of the house. When she appeared, he would 
say, * Madam, God has made you one of the trus- 
tees of his wealth. It is His, not yours. Take this 
poor child, wash it, feed it, clotHe it, comfort it — ^in 
God's name.' 

Ladies stared at such abrupt address, and deemed 
the natural action of the heart sufficient proof of 
madness ; but the little ones were seldom sent away 
uncomforted. 

Clarke was simple and temperate in all his habits; 
and in his d«epest poverty alwajrs kept up the 
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neat appearance of a gentleman ; if his coat was 
thread-bare, it was never soil^. His tendency to 
refinement was shown in the church he chose to 
worship in. It was Grace church, the plainest, but 
most highly respectable of the Episcopal churches in 
this city. He was a c(Hi8tant attendant, and took 
comfort in the devotional frame of mind excited by 
the music. He was confinped at that church but a 
few weeks before his death ; and commemorated the 
^vent ia lines, of which the following are an ex- 
tract : — 

* Calmly circled round the altar, , 

The children of the Cross are kneeling. 

Forward, brother — do not falter, 
Fast the tears of sin are stealing ; 

Washing memoiy bright and clean, 
Making futurity serene.* 

. During the past winter, he raved more than usual. 
Hie editor of the Aurora says he met him at his 
simple repast of apples and milk, in a public house, 
on last Christmas evening. He was absolutely mad. 
^ You think I am Macdonald Clarke,' said he, * but 
I am not. The mad poet dashed out his brains, last 
Thursday night, at the foot of Emmet's monument. 
The storm that night was the tears Heaven wept 
over him. God animated the body again. I am not 
now Macdonald Clarke, but Afara, an archangel of 
the Almighty. 

' I went to Grace church to-day. Miss sat 

in the seat behind me, and I tossed this velvet bible, 
with its golden clasps, into her lap. What do you 
think she did 7 A moment she looked surprised, and 
then she tossed it back again. So they all treat me. 
All I want is some religious people, that love God 
ai|d love one another, to treat me kindly. One sweet 

smile of Mary would make my mind all light 

and peace; and I would write such poetry as the 
world never saw. 

* Something ought to be done for me,' said he; 
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* I can't take care of myself. I ought to be ^lit to 
the asylum; or wouldn't it be better to die? ^fhe 
moon shines through the willow trees on the graves 
in St. Paul's church-yard, and they look all covered 
with diamonds — don't you think they look like dia- 
monds ? Then there is a lake in Greenwood Ceme- 
tery ; thcU would be a good cool place for me — I am 
not afraid to die. The stars of heaven look down on 
that lake, and it reflects their brightness.' 

The Mary to whom he alluded, was a wealthy 
young lady of this city; one of those whom his dis- 
tempered imagination fancied was his lost hadf. 
Some giddy young persons, with thoughtless cruelty, 
sought to excite him on this favourite idea, by every 
species of joke and trickery. They made him be- 
lieve that the young lady was dying with love iox 
him, but restrain^^d by her father; they sent him 
letters, purporting to be from her hand; and finally 
led him to the house, on pretence of introducing him, 
and then left him on the door-step. The poor fellow 
returned to the Carlton House, in high frenzy. The 
next night but one, he was found in the streets^ kneel- 
ing before a poor beggar, to whom he had just given 
all his money. The beggar, seeing his forlorn condi- 
tion, wisihed to return it, and said, ^ Poor fellow, you 
need it more than I.' When the watchman encoun- 
tered them, Clarke was writing busily on his knee, 
the history of his companion, which he was beseech^ 
ing him to tell. The cap was blown ffova Ms head, 
on which a pitiless storm was pelting. The watch- 
man could make nothing of his incoherent talk, anfl 
he was taken to the Egyptian Tombs ; a prison where 
vagabonds and criminals await their trial. 

in the morning he begged that the book-keeper ot 
the Carlton House might be sent for ; saying that Tie 
was his only friend. This gentleman conveyed him 
to the Lunatic Asylum, on Blackwell's Island. Two 
of my friends, who visited him there, found him as 
eomfortable as his situation allowed. He said he was 
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treated with great kindness, but his earnest desire to 
get out rendered the interview very fieart-trying. 
H6 expressed a wish to recover, that he might write 
hymns and spiritual songs all the rest of his Ufe. In 
some quiet intervals, he complained of the jokes that 
had been practised on him, and said it was not kind ; 
but he was fearfully deliri6ute most of the time — 
calling vociferously for ' Water ! Water !' and com- 
plaining that his brain was all on fire. 

lie died a fetv days after, aged about 44. His 
firl^nd of the Carlton House took upon himself the 
tltiBxge of his funeral; an<} it is satisfactory to 
think that it was all ordered, just as the kind and 
simple-hearted being would have himself desired, 
^he body was conveyed to Grace church, and the 
funeral service performed in the presence of a few 
who had loved him. Among these was Fitz-Gfreene 
Halleck, who it is said often befriended him in the 
course of his suffering life. Many children were 
present; and one with tearful eyes, brought a 
beautiful little bunch of flowers, which a friend 
laid upon^his bosom with reverent tenderness. He 
was buried at Greenwood Cemetery, imder the 
shadow of a pine tree, next to the grave of a little 
childr— a fitting resting place for the loving and child- 
like poet. 

He had often expressed a wish to be buried at 
Greenwood. Walking there with a friend of mine, 
they selected a spot for his grave ; and he seemed 
pleased as a boy, when told ol the arrangements that 
should be made at his funeral. ' I hope the children 
will borne,' said he, ' I want to be buried by the side 
of children. Four things I am sure there will be in 
h'^af en ; niusic, plenty of little children, flowers, and 
fiitG air.' 

They are now getting up a subscription for a 
iharble tnbnument. It seems out of keeping with 
fdi character arid destiny. It were better to plant 
10 
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a rose»lmsh by his grave, and mark bis name on ^ 
simple white cross, that the few who loved him might 
know where the gentle, sorrowing wanderer sleeps: * 



LETTER XTI. 

AufuM 7, 18491 

Were you ever near enough to a great fire to be in 
immediate danger? If you were not, you have 
missed one form of keen excitement, and awful 
beauty. Last week, we had here one of the most 
disastrous conflagrations that have occimred for a long 
time. It caught, as is supposed, by a spark from a 
furnace, falling on the roof of a wheelwright's shop. 
A single bucket of water, thrown on immediately, 
would have extinguished it ; but it was not instantly 
perceived, roofs were dry, and the wind was blowing 
a perfect March gale. Like slavery in our govern- 
ment, it was not put out in the day of small begin- 
nings, and so went on increasing in its rase, making 
a great deal of hot and disagreeable work. 

It began at the comer of Chrystie-street, not far 
from our dwelling; and the blazing shingles that 
came flying through the air, like a storm in the in- 
fernal regions, soon kindled our roof We thought to 
avert the danger by buckets of water, until the block 
opposite us was one sheet of fire, and the heat like 
that of the furnace which tried Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego. Then we began to pack our goods, 
and run with them in aU haste to places of safety; 
an effort more easily described than done — for the 
streets all round wer& filled with a dense mass of 
living beings, each eager in playing the engines, or 
saving the lares of his own hearth-stone. 

Nothing surprised me so much as the rapidity of 
the work of destruction. At three o'clock in the after- 
noon, there stood before us a close neighbourhood 
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4rf hottses, inhfiibited by those whose faces were fa- 
miliar, though their names were mostly unknown ; 
at five the whole was a pile of sinking ruins. The 
humble tenement of Jane Plato, the coloured woman, 
of whose neatly-kept garden and white- washed fences 
I wrote you last summer, has passed away forever. 
The purple iris, and yellow daffodils, and variegated 
sweet-williams, were all trampled down under 
heaps of red-hot mortar. I feel a deeper sympathy 
for the destruction of Jane's little garden, than I do 
for those who havfe lost whole blocks of houses; 
for i have known and loved flowers, like the voice 
of a friend — but with houses and lands I was never 
cumbered. In truth, I am ashamed to say how much 
I grieve for that little flowery oasis in a desert of 
bricks and stone. My beautiful trees, too — the Ail- 
anthus, whose graceful blossoms, changing their hue 
from month to month, blessed me the live-long sum- 
mer ; and tiie glossy jroung Catalpa, over which it 
threw its arms so lovingly and free — there they stand, 
scorched and blackened ; and I know not whether 
nature, with her mighty healing power, can ever 
make therii live again. 

The utilitarian and the moralist will rebuke this tri- 
fling record, and remind me that one hundred houses 
were burned, and not less than two thousand per- 
sons deprived of shelter for the night. Pardon my 
childish lamentations. Most gladly would I give a 
home to all the d^titute; but I cannot love two 
thousand persons; and I lovedmy trees. Insurance 
stocks are to me an abstraction ; but stock gilliflowers 
a most pleasant reality. . 

Will ygur kind heart be shocked that I seem to 
sympathize more with Jane Plato for the destruction 
of her little garden-patch, than I do with others for 
loss of houses and furniture ? 

Do not misunderstand me. It is simply my way 
of saying that money is not wealth. I know the uni- 
versal opinion of mankind is to the contrary ; but it 
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is neveartbeless a mistake. Our re^l Io$<|bs tia ibose 
in which the heart is coi^emed. An autograph let- 
ter from Napoleon Bonaparte might sell for fiuy dol» 
lars ; but if I possessed such a rare document, would 
i save it from the fire, in preference to a letter from 
a beloved and deceased husband, filled with dear lit- 
tle household phrases 7 Which would a mother value 
most, the price of the most elegant pair of Parisian 
shppers, or a little woru'-out shoe, once filled with a 
precious infant foot, now walking with the angels 7 

Jane Plato's garden might not be worth much in 
dollars and cents; but it was to her the endeared 
companion pf many a pleasant hour. After her daily 
toil, she might be seen, till twilight djeepened into 
evening, digging round the roots, pruning branches, 
and training vines. I know by experience how very 
dear inanimate objects becpm^ under mch circum*? 
stances. I have dearly loved the hpuae In wbii^h I 
livedo but I eould not love th^ 0m I m^rely owned, 
The one in which the purse heiA interest mi^X be t^n 
times more valuable in tb^ market; but let me icaicur 
late as I would, I should mown most for the ene in 
which the heart had invested stock. Ttfe CQmmon 
wild-flowejT that V have brought to my garden, and 
pursed, and petted, till it ha^g lost all home-sickness for 
its native woods, is re(;dfy more valuable than the 
<^tly e^tic, purchased in full bloom from the con- 
ffiervatoryv Men of princely fortunes never know 
what wealth of happiness there is in a garden. 

* The rich man in his g^arden walk?, 

Beneath his garden trees ; 
Wrapped fn a dream of other thingai. 

He seems to take his ease. • 

One moment he beholds his flow«i« 

The next they are forgot ; 
He eateth of his rarest fruitfi 

As though he ate them nolf 
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It ift not witfi the poor mma so | 

He knows each vtch of groand^ 
And every aingle plant and flower^ 

That grows within its, bound. 
And though his garden-plot b tmaKr 

Him doth it satisfy ; 
For there's no inch of all his granpd* 

That does not £11 his eye. 
It is not with the rich man thus ; 

For though his grounds are wido* 
He looks beyond, and yet beyond. 

With soul unsatisfied. 
Yes, in the poor man's gaiden grow 

Far more than herbs and flowen; 
Kind thcHights, contentment, peace ciniadf 

And joy for weary hours, 

. The reason of this diflference is easily explained : 

* The rich man has his gardeners— ^ 

His gardeners young and old: 
He never lakes a spade in hand, 

Nor worketb in the mould. 
It is not with the poor man so— 

Wealth, servants, he has none; 
And all the work that's done for him, 

Must by himself be done.* 

I have said this much to prove that money is wo/ 
wealth, and that GocPs gifts are equal ; though joint- 
stock companies and corporations do their worst to 
prevent it. 

And all the highest iruths, as well as the genuine* 
good, are universal. Doctrinal dogmas may tie ham- 
mered out on theological anvils, and appropriated to 
spiritual corporations, called sects. But those high 
and holy truths, which make the soul at one with 
God and the neighbour, are by their very nature uni- 
versal — open to all who wish to receive. Outward 
forms are always in harmonious correspondence with 
10* 



t zed by Google 



inward realities^ tbf^ioife tbe laateiiai typc» &[ 
highest truths defy nian'a efforts to monopolize. 
Who can bottle up the sunlight, to sell at retail! oc 
issue dividends of the ocean and the breeze 1 

This great fijse, like^U calamities, public or private, 
has its bright side. A pcnrtion of "New- York, and 
that not a small one, is for oace thoroughly cleaned ; 
a wide space is opened for our vision, and the free 
passage of the air. True^ it laoks desdale enough 
now; Uke a battk-field, when waving banners and 
rushing steeds, aaad fife and trumpet all are gone; 
and the dead alone r^ooiain. But the dreary sight 
ever brings up images of those hundred volcanoes 
spouting flame^ and of the scene at midnight, so fear- 
ful in its beauty. Where houses so lately stood, and 
welcome feet passed over the threshold, and friendly 
voices cheered the fireside, there aros^ the lurid gji^am 
of mflHidd^ing fire&, with rolling masses of smoke, as 
if watched by giants from the nether world; and 
between them all lay the thick darkness. It was 
strikingly like Martin's pictures. The resemblance 
renewed my olid impression, that if the arts are 
cultivated in the infernal regions, of such are their 
galleries formed; not without a startling beauty, 
which impresses, while it disturbs the mind, because 
it embodies the idea of Powerj and its discords bear 
harmonious relation to each other. 

If you wanted to see the real, unqualified beauty 
of fire, you should have stood with me, in the dark- 
ness of evening, to gaze at a burning house nearly 
opposite. Four long hours it sent forth flame in every 
-variety. Now it poured forth from the windows, 
Ukoa broad banner <mi the wind ; then it wound round 
the doorrDosts like a brilliant wreath : and from the 
Qpen roof there ever went up a fountain of sparks 
ti^at fell like a shower of gems. I watched it for 
hours, and could not turn away from it. In my mind 
there insensibly grew up a respect for that house; 
b^au^ it do&^ the power of the etements, so bravely 
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ftnd so long. It must hare been bnflt of' sound 
timber, well-jointed ; and as the houses round it had 
fallen, its conflagration was not hastened by exces- 
sive heat, as the others had been. It was one o'clock 
at night when the last tongue of flame flickered and 
died reluctantly. The next day, men came by order 
e£ the xHty autlrorities, to pull down the walls. TTiis, 
too, the iBPaT© building resisted to the utmost. Ropes 
were £sfc^^ied to it with grappling irons, and a him- 
dred nuen tugged, and tugged at it, in vain. My re- 
spect for it inoreas^, till it seemed to me like an he- 
roic friend. I could not bear that it should fall. It 
seemed to me, if it did, I should no longer feel sure 
that Jolm Quiucy Adams and Joshua R. Giddings 
would stand oa their feet against Southern aggres- 
sion. I seat up a joyful shout when the irons came 
out, bringing away only a few bricks, and the men 
fell backward from the force of the shock. But at 
last the walls reeled, and came down with a thunder- 
ing crash. Nevertheless, I will trust Adams and 
Giddings, tug at them as they may. 

By the blessing of heaven on the energy and pre- 
sence of niifid of those who came to our help, our 
walls stand unscathed, and nothing was destroyed in 
the tumult; but our hearts are aching; for all round 
us comes a voice of wailing from the houseless and 
the impoverished. 



LETTER XVIL 

A|iril 14, 1848. 

In looking over some of my letters, my spirit 
stands reproved for its sadness. In this working-day 
world, where the bravest have need of all their 
buoyancy and strength, it is sinful to add our sor- 
rows to the common load. Blessed are the mission- 
aries of cheerfulness ! 
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< *Ti8 gloipiuf to hme opeV own proud ivUI, 
And see the crown acknowledged, that we earn t 
But nobler yet*, and nearer to the $k\ea, 
To feel one's self, in hours, serene and still, 
One of the spirits chosen by Heaven to turn 
The sunny side of things to human eyes/ 

The fault was in my own spirit rather thmi 
in the streets of New-York. ^ Who has no inward 
beauty, none perceives^ thou^ all around is beautir 
fuL' Had my soal been at one with Nature and 
with God, I should not have seen only i^nisery and 
vice in my city rambles- To-day, I have been s^ 
happy in Broadway ! A multitude of doves went 
careering before me. Now wheeling in graceful cir- 
cles, their white wings and teeasts glittering in the 
sunshine ; now descending within the shadow of Uie 
houses, like a cloud; now soaring high up in the 
sky, till they seemed immense flk)eks of dusky but- 
terflies ; and ever as I walked thay went before me, 
with most loving companionship. If they had any- 
thing to say to me, I surely understood their lan- 
guage, though I heard it not ; for through my whole 
frame there went a feathery buoyancy, a joyous up- 
rising from the earth, as if I too had wings, with 
conscious power to use them. Then they brought 
such sweet images to my mind ! I remembered the 
story of the pirate hardened in blood and crime, who 
listened to the notes of a turtle-dove in the stillness 
of evening. Perhaps he had never before heard the 
soothing tones of love. They spoke to his inmost 
soul, like the voice of an angel ; and wakened such 
response there, that he thencejforth became a holy 
man. Then I thought how I would like to have 
this the mission of my spirit ; to speak to hardened 
and suffering hearts, in the tones of a turtle-dove. 

My flying companions brought before me another 
picture which has a place in the halls of memory for 
several years. I was once visiting a friend in prison 
for debt j and through the grated window, I could sea 
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the outside of the crimhiars apartments. Ou tiie 
stone ledges, beneath their windows, alighted three 
or four doves ; and hard hands were thrust out be- 
tween the iron bars, to sprinkle crumbs for them. 
The sight brought tears to my eyes. Hearts that 
still loved to feed doves must certainly contain some- 
what that might be reached by the voice of kindness. 
I had not then reasoned on the subject ; but I felt, 
even then, that prisons were not such spiritual hos- 
pitals as ou^t to be provided for erring brothers. 
The birds themselves were not of snowy plumage ; 
^ their little, rose-coloured feet were spattered with 
nlud, and their feathers were soiled, as if they, too, 
were jail birds. The outward influences of a city 
had passed over them, as the inward had over those 
who fed them ; nevertheless, they are doves, said I, 
and have all a dove's instincts. It was a significant 
lesson, and 1 laid it to my heart. 

But these Broadway doves, ever wheeling before 
me in graceful eddies, why did their aerial frolic pro- 
duce such joyous elasticity in my physicjtl frame? 
Was it sypipathy with nature, so intimate that her 
motions became my own? Or was it a revealing 
that the spiritual body had wings, wherewith I 
should hereafter fly ? 

The pleasant, buoyant sen'sation recalled to my 
mind a dream which I read many years ago, in Dod- 
dridge's Life and Correspondence. I will not vouch 
for it, that my copy is a likeness of the original. If 
anything is added, I know not where I obtained it, 
unless Doddridge himself has since told me. I sure- 
ly have no intention to add any thing of my own. 
I do not profess to give anything like the language ; 
for the words have passed from my memory utterly. 
As I remember the dream, it was thus : 

Dr. Doddridge had been spending the evening with 
his friend. Dr. Watts. Their conversation had been 
concerning the future existence of the soul. Long 
and earnestly they pursued the theme; and both 



t zed by Google 



;^ 



118 LETTERS PROM NEW-YORK. 

came to the conqliision, (rather a remarkahle one fcff 
theologians of that day to arrive at) that it could not 
be they Avere to sing through all eternity ; that each 
soul must necessarily be an individual, and have its 
appropriate employment for thought and affection. 
As Doddridge walked home, his mind brooded over 
these ideas, and took little cognizance of outward 
matters. In this state he laid his head upon the pil- 
low and fell asleep. He dreamed that he was dy- 
ing; he saw his weepmg friends round his bedside, 
and wanted to speak to them, but could not. Pre- 
sently there came a nightmare sensation. His soul 
was about to leave the body; t>ut how would it get 
out ? More and more anxiously rose the query, how 
could it get out? This uneasy state passed away; 
and he found that the soul had left his body. He 
himself stood beside the bed, looking at his own 
corpse, as if it were an old garment, laid aside as 
useless. His friends wept round the mortal cover- 
ing, but could not see him. 

While he was reflecting upon this, he passed out 
of the room, he knew not how ; but presently he 
found himself floating over London, as if pillowed 
on a cloud borne by gentle breezes. Par below him, 
the busy multitude were hurrying hither and thither, 
like rats scampering for crumbs. * Ah,' thought the 
emancipated spirit, ' how worse than foolish appears 
thisYeverish scramble. For what do they toil? and 
what do they obtain ?' 

London passed away beneath him, and he found 
himself floating over green fields and blooming gar- 
dens. How is it that I am borne through the air? 
thought he. He looked, and sa.w a lar^e purple 
wing ; and then he knew that he was carried by an 
angel. 'Whither are we going?' said he. 'To 
Heaven,' was the reply. He asked no more ques- 
tions ; but remained in delicious quietude, as if they 
floated on a strain of music. At length they paused 
before a white marble temple, of exquisite beauty. 
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The angel lowered his flight, and placed him on 
the steps. ' I thought you were taking me to 
Heaven/ said the spirit. ' This is Heaven,' replied 
the angel * This ! Assuredly this temple is of rare 
heauty ; but I could imagine just such built on earth,' 
' Nevertheless, it is Heaven,^ replied the angel. 

They entered a room just within the temple. A 
table stood in the centre, on which was a golden 
vase, filled with sparkling wine. ^ Drink of this,' 
said the angel, offering the vase ; ' for all who would 
know spiritual things, must first drink of spiritual 
wine.' Scarcely had the ruby liquid wet his lips, 
when the Saviour of men stood before him, smiling 
most benignly. The spirit instantly dropped on his 
knees, and bowed down his head before Him. The 
holy hands of the Purest were folded over him in 
blessing ; and his voice said, * You will see me sel- 
dom now ; hereafter you will see me more frequently. 
In the meantime, observe weU the wonders of this 
temple P 

The sounds ceased. The spirit remained awhile 
in stillness. When he raised his head, the Saviour 
no longer appeared. He turned to ask the angel 
what this could mean : but the angel had departed 
also. The soul stood alone, in its own unveiled pre- 
sence ! * Why did the Holy One tell me to observe 
well the wonders of this temple 7' thought he. • He 
looked slowly round. A sudden start of joy and won- 
der ! There^ painted on the wcdls, in most marvellous 
beauty, stood recorded the whole of his spiritual life ! 
Every doubt, and every clear perception, every con- 
flict and every victory, were there before him ! and 
though forgotten for years, he knew them at a glance. 
Even thus had a sunbeam pierced the darkest cloud, 
and thrown a rainbow bridge from the finite to the 
infinite ; thus had he slept peacefully in green valleys, 
by the side of running brooks ; and such had been 
his visions from the mountain tops. He knew them 
all. They had been always painted within the cham- 
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bcrs of his soul ; but now, for the finSt time, \^aj^ the 
Veil removed. 

'to those 'wrho thirik on spiritusal things, this r^ 
inarkable dream is too (leeply and beautifully signifi- 
cant evief to be forgotten. 

* We sliape oufseU>e» the joy o^ fear 

Of which the coining li^ i« made^ 
And fitt our Ftltare's atmospbei^ ? 

With siinshlne dr ^th ghadd. 
(&tt11 dhall the gouTarouAd it tiHA ' 

The shadow^s wWcb it gatiiare^ A«*v, 
And iifinit^d dn the eterniU wall 

The Past ibail reappej«r.* 

1 do not mean that the pcmdiftgs^ and Btoiutes^ anf<l 
hmises^ which a man has madie on earth, will forni 
his environment in the world of souls ; this would 
monopolize Heaven for the wed,lthy and the cultivat* 
ed. I mean, that the »pirUv)al combats and victories 
of our pilgrimage write themselves there above, in 
infinite variations of form, colour, and tone; and 
thus shall every word and thought be broughi: unto 
judgment. Of these things inscribed' in Heaven, Vbo 
Can tell what may be the action upon souls newly 
born into time ? Perhaps all lovely forms of kxitxt 
mere ultimates of spiritual victories in individual 
souls. It may be that all genius derives its life from 
som^ holiness^ which preceded it, in the attainment*" 
of another spirit. Who shall venture to assert that 
Beethoven c&uld have produced his strangely power* 
ful music, had not souls gone before him on earth, 
who, with infinite struggling against temptation, as- 

irired toward the Highest, and in some degree rea- 
iszed their aspiration ? The music thus brought from 
the eternAl world kindles stilt higher si^iritual aspira- 
tions in mortals, to be realized in this life, and againf 
written above, to inspire anew some gifted spirit, who 
stands a ready r«;ipient in the far-off time, tfpou 
this Iscdd^, how beautifully the angels are a«en ais- 
Qm/iia^ and de^ei^^iii^ ! 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Hay 26, 18421 

The Battery is growing charming again, now that 
Nature has laid aside her pearls, and put on her 
emeralds. The worst of it is, crowds are flocking 
there morning and erening; yet I am ashamed oi 
that anti-social sentiment. It does my heart good to 
see the throng of children trundling their hoops and 
rolling on the grass; some, with tattered garments 
and dirty hands, come up from narrow lanes and 
Btifled courts, and others with pale faces and weak 
limbs, the sickly occupants of heated drawing-rooms. 
But while I rejoice for their sakes, I cannot overcome 
my aversion to a multitude. It is so pleasant to run 
and jump, and throw pebbles, and make up fsuces at 
a friend, without having a platoon of well-dressed 
^people turn roimd and stare, and ask, * Who is that 
strange woman, that acts so like a child?' Those 
who are truly enamoured of Nature, love to be alone 
with her. It is with them as with other lovers ; the 
intrusion of strangers puts to flight a thousand sweet 
fancies, as fairies are said to scamper at tte approach 
of a mortal footstep. 

I rarely see the Battery without thinking iiow 
-beautiful it must have been before the white man 
looked upon it; when the tall, solemn forest came 
down to the water's edge, and bathed in the moon- 
light stillness. The solitary Indian came out from 
the dense shadows, and stood in the glorious bright- 
ness. As he leaned thoughtfully on his bow, his crest 
of eagle's feathers waved slowly in the gentle evening 
breeze; and voices from the world of spirits spoke 
into his heart, and stirred it with a troubled reve- 
rence, which he felt, but could not comprehend. To 
us, Ukewise, they are ever speaking through many- 
voiced Nature : the soul, in its quiet hour, listens ii^ 
11 
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tently to the Irie^dly eijtreaty, and strives to gae^$ 
its meaning. All round us, on hill and dale, the surg- 
ing ocean and the evening cloud, they have spread 
open the illuminated copy of their scriptures — reveal- 
ing all things, if we could hut learn the language ! 

The Indian did not think this ; hut he felt it^ even 
as I do. What have we gained hy civilization 7 It 
is a circling question, the beginning and end of whicU 
every where touch each other. One thing is certain ; 
they who pass through the ordeal of high civiliza- 
tion, with garments unspotted by the crowd, will 
make far higher and holier angels ; will love more, 
and know more, than they who went to their Father's 
house through the lonely forest-path. But looking 
at it only in relation to this earth, there is much to 
he said in favour of that wild life of savage freedom, 
as well as much against it. It would be so pleasant 
to get rid of that nightmare of civilized life — ' What 
Avill Mrs. Smith say?' and 'Do you suppose folks 
will think strange f It is true that phantom troubles 
me but little ; having snapped my fingers in its face 
years ago ; it mainly vexes me by keeping me for ever 
irom a full insight into the souls of others. 

Should I have learned more of the spirit's life, could 
I have wandered at midnight with Pocahontas, on 
this fair island of Manhattan ? I should have, at 
least, learned all; the soul of Nature's child might 
have lisped, and stammered in broken sentences, but 
it would not have muttered through a mask. 

The very name of this island brings me back to 
civilization, by a most unpleasant path. It was in 
the autumn of 1609 that the celebrated Hudson first 
entered the magnificent river that now bears his name, 
in his adventurous yacht, The Half Moon. The sim- 
ple Indians were attracted by the red garments and 
bright buttons of the strangers ; and as usual their 
new friendship was soon sealed with the accursed 
* fire-water.' On the island where the city now stands, 
they had a great carouse ; and the Indians, in com- 
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memoration thereof, named it Manahachtanienks, 
abbreviated, by rapid speech, to Manhattan. The 
meaning of it is, ' 7%e place where all got drunk to- 
gether.'' As I walk through the crowded streets, 
I am sometimes inclined to think the name is by no 
means misapplied at the present day. 

New- York is beautiful now, with its broad rivers 
glancing in the sunbeams, its numerous islands, like 
lairy homes, and verdant headlands jutting out iu 
graceful curves into its spacious harbour, where float 
the vessels of a hundred nations. But oh, how beau- 
tiful it must have been, when the thick forest hung 
all round Hudson's lonely bark ! When the wild 
deer bounded through paths where swine now grunt 
and grovel ! That chapter of the world's history 
Was left unrecorded here below ; but historians above 
have it on their tablets ; for it wrote itself there in 
daguerreotype. 

Of times far less ancient, the vestiges are passing 
away ; recalled sometimes by names bringing the most 
contradictory associations. Maiden-lane is now one 
of the busiest of commercial streets ; the sky shut out 
with bricks and mortar ; gutters on either side, black 
as the ancients imagined the rivers of hell ; thronged 
with sailors and draymen ; and redolent of all wharf- 
like smells. Its name, significant of innocence and 
youthful beauty, was given in the olden time, when 
a clear, sparkling rivulet here flowed from an abun- 
dant ppring, and the young Dutch girls went and 
came with baskets on their heads, to wash and bleach 
linen in the flowing stream,- and on the verdant grass. 

Greenwich-street, which now rears its huge masw 
ses of brick, and shows only a long vista of dirt and 
paving-stones, was once a beautiful beach, where 
boys and horses went in to bathe. In the middle of 
what is now the street, was a large rock, on which 
was built a rude summer-house, from which the mer- 
ry bathers loved to jump, with splash and ringing 
shouts of laughter. 
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I know not from what Pearl-street derives it9 
name ; but, m more senses than one, it is now ob- 
viously a ' pearl cast before swine.' 

The Bowery, with name so flowery, where the 
discord of a thousand wheels is overtopped by shrill 
street-cries, was a line of orchard 
in rear of the olden city ; called 
erys, or Farms ; and in popular 
Road to Boston.' In 1631, old G 
bought the ^Bouwerys,' (now so i 
in the market sense,) for 6,400 g 
houses, barn, six cows, two hoxt 
negro slaves, were included with 

a Reformed Dutch church at his , 

farm within the walls of which was the family vault. 
The church of St. Mark now occupies the same site, 
and on the outside wall stands his original grave.- 
stone, thus inscribed : 

* l^ ithis vault lies buried Petrus Stuyvesant^ late 
Captain-General and Commander-in-Cnief of Anv- 
sterdam in Ne\y Netberland, now called New- York, 
and the Dutch West India Islands. Died Augus^ 
A. D. 1682, aged 80 years.' 

A pear tree stands without the wall, still vigorous, 
though brought from Holland and planted there by 
the governor himself. His family, still among the 
wealthiest of our city aristocracy, have preserved 
some curious memorials of their venerable Dutch an- 
cestor. A portrait in armour, well executed in Hol- 
land, probably while he was admiral there, represents 
him as a dark complexioned man, with strong, bold 
features, and moustaches on the upper lip. They like- 
wise preserve the shirt in which he was christened; 
of the finest Holland linen, edged with narrow lace. 

Near the Battery is an inclosure, called the Bowl- 
ing Green, where once stood a leaden statue of George 
II. ; an appropriate metal for the heavy house of Ha- 
nover. During the revolution, the poor king was pulled 
, down and dragged irreverently through the streets, 
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tp be melted into bullets for the war. He would 
have deemed this worse than being 

* Turned to clay> 
To fetop a bole to keep the wind away.' 

However, the purpose to which his image was ap- 
plied, would probably have been less abhorrent to 
him, than it would be to the apostles to know the 
uses to which ihey are applied by modem Christians. 

The antiquities of New- York f In this new and 
ever-changing country, what ridiculous associations 
are aroused by that word ! For us, tradition has no 
desolate arches, no dim and cloistered aisles. People 
change their abodes so often, that, as Washington 
Irving wittily suggests, the very ghosts, if they are 
disposed to keep up an ancient custom, don't know 
where to call upon them. 

This newness, combined with all surrounding social 
influences, tends to make us an irreverential pecyle. 
It was the frequent remark of Mr. Combe, that or all 
nations, whose heads he had ever had an opportunity 
to observe, the Americans had the organ of venera- 
tion the least developed. No wonder that it is so. 
Instead of moss-grown ruins, we have trim brick 
houses ; instead of cathedrals, with their * dim, re- 
ligious light,' we have new meeting-houses, built on 
speculation, with four-and-twenty windows on each 
side, and at both ends, for the full enjoyment of cross- 
lights ; instead of the dark and echoing recesses of 
the cloister, we have ready-made coffins in the shop- 
windows; instead of the rainbow halo of poetic philo- 
sophy, we have Franklin's maxims for * Poor 
Richard;' and in lieu of kings divinely ordained, 
or governments heaven-descended, we have adminis- 
trations turned in and out of office at every whirl 
of the ballot-box. 

'This democratic experiment will prove a failure,' 
said an old-fashioned federalist ; * before fifty years 
11* 
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^1^ mded) werfjall be governed by a Wng ia tWi 
country.' * And where will you get the hlmi T ivtr 
quired an Irishman, with earnest simplicity ; ' sure you 
will have to send over the water to get some oi the 
blood.' Whereupon, irreverent listeners laughed out- 
right, ^md asked wherein a king's blood differed from 
>tha«t of an Irish ditch-digger. The poor fellow was 

fizzled. Could he hare comprehended the question, 
would have asked, * And if we could import the 
kingly blood, how could we import the sentiment of 
loyalty?^ 

The social world, as well as the world of matter, 
must have its centrifugal as well as centripetal force; 
and we Americans must perform that office ; an hoi^- 
ourable and useful one it is, yet not the most beauti- 
ful, nor in all respects the most desirable. Reverenee 
is tiie highest quality of man's nature ; and that in- 
dividual, or nation, which has it slightly developed, 
is so far unfortunate. It is a strong spiritual instinct, 
and seeks to frarm channels for itsdf where none ex-^ 
ists; thus Americans, in the dearth of other objects 
to worship, fall to worshipping themselvest 

Now don't laugh, if you can help it. at wkat I 
bring forth as antiqtfiUes. Just keep the Parthenon, 
the Alhambra, and the ruins of Melrose out of your 
head, if you please ; and pay due respect to my ATner^ 
ican antiquities. At the comer of Bayard and Bowery, 
you will see a hotel, called the North American ; and 
on the top thereof you may spy a wooden image of 
a lad with ragged knees and elbows, whose mother 
doesn't know they're out That image commemora^ 
the history of a Yankee boy, by the. name of David 
Reynolds. Some fifty years ago, he came here at the 
age of twelve or fourteen, without a copper in his 
pocket I think he had run away ; at all events, he 
was alone and friendless. Weary and hungry, he 
leaned against a ti»e, where the hotel now stands ; 
every eye looked strange upon him, and he felt ut- 
terly forlorn and disheartened. While he was trying 
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to dc^se some honest meani^ to obtain food, a gfentle- 
man inquired for a boy to carry his trunk to the 
wharf; and the Yankee eagerly offered his services. 
For this job he receired twenty-five cents ; most of 
which he spent in purchasing fniit to sell again. Hfe 
stationed himself by the friendly tree, where he had 
first obtained employment, and soon disposed of his 
little stock to advantage. With increased capital he 
mcreased his stock. He must have managed his 
business with Yankee shrewdness, or perhaps he was 
a cross of Scotch and Yankee; for he soon esta- 
blished a respectable fruit stall under the tree ; and 
thein he bought a small shop, that stood within its 
shade ; and then he purchased a lot of land, including 
several buildings round ; and finally he pulled down 
the old shop, and the old houses, and built the 
large hotel which noW stands there. The old tree 
seemed to him like home. There he had met with 
his first go6d luck in a strange city ; and from day 
' to day, and month to month, those friendly bougte 
had still looked down upon his rising fortune. He 
would not desert that which had stood by him in the 
dreary days of poverty and trial. It must be re- 
moved, to make room for the big mansion; but it 
should not be destroyed. From its beloved trunk he 
caused his image to be carved, as a memento of his 
own forlorn beginnings, and his grateftil recollections. 
That it might tell a truthful tale, and remind him of 
early struggles, the rich citizen of New- York caused 
it to be carved, with ragged trowsers, and jacket out 
at elbows. 

There is a curioui* relic of by-gone days over the 
door of a public house in Hudson-street, between 
Hamersley-street and Greenwich Bank, of which few- 
guess the origin. It is the sign of a fish, with^a ring 
in its mouth. Tradition says, that in the year 1743, 
a young nobleman, disguised as a sailor, won the 
heart of a beautiful village maiden, on the western 
coast of England. It is the old story of woman's 
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fondness, and woman's faith. She trusted him, and 
he deceived her. At their parting, they exchanged 
rings of hetrothal. Time passed on, and she heard 
no more from him ; till at last there came the insult- 
ing offer of money, as a remuneration for her ruined 
happiness, and support for herself and child. Some 
time after, she learned, to her great surprise, that he 
was a nobleman of high rank in the royal navy, and 
that his ship was lying near the coast. She sought 
his vessel, and conjured him by all recoUectictos of 
her confiding love, and of his-own earnest protesta- 
tions, to do her justice. At first, he was moved ; but 
• her pertinacity vexed him, until he treated her with 
angry scorn, lor presuming to think she could ever 
become his wife. * God forgive you,' said the weep- 
ing beauty ; * let us exchange our rings again ; give 
me back the one I gave you. It was my mothers ; 
and I could not have parted with it to any but my 
betrothed husband. There is your money; not a 
penny of it will I ever use ; it cannot restore my good 
name, or heal my broken heart. I will labour to sup- 
port your child.' In a sudden fit of anger, he threw 
the ring into the sea, saying, ' When you can recover 
that bauble from the fishes, you may expect to be the 
wife of a British nobleman. 1 give you my word of 
honour to marry you then, and not till then.' 

Sadly and wearily the maiden walked home with 
her poor old father. On their way, the old man 
bought a fish that was offered him, just taken from 
the sea. When the fish was prepared for supper that 
night, lo ! the ring was found in its stomach ! 

When informed of this fact, the young nobleman 
was so strongly impressed with the idea that it was 
•a direct interposition of Providence, that he did not 
venture to break the promise he had given. He mar- 
ried the village belle, and they lived long and happily 
together. When he died, an obelisk was erected to 
his memory, surmounted by the effigy of a fish with 
a ring in its mouth. Such a story was of course 
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Sung and told by wanderiag beggars and travelling 
merchants, until it became universal tradition. Some 
old emigrant brought it over tQ this country ; and 
there in Hudson-street hang the Pish and the Ring, 
lo commemorate the loves of a past century. 

Now^ laugh if you will ; I think I have made out 
quite a respectable collection of American antiquities. 
U I seem to you at times to look back too lovingly 
oa the Past, do not ui>derstand me as quarreling with 
the Present. Sometimes, it is true, I am tempted to 
fiay of the Nineteenth Ceatury , as the exile from New 
Zealand did of the huge scramble in London streets, 
* Me no like London* 8hove me about.' 

Often, too, I am disgusted to see men trying to pull 
-down the fialse, not for love of the true, but ?or their 
own selfish purposes. But notwithstanding these 
diawbadcs, I hatefully acknowledge my own a^e 
and cowntry as pi^eminently marked by activity 
«nd progress. Brave spirits are everywhere at work 
for flf^dom, peaec, temperance, and education. E very- 
"vtrhere the walls of caste and sect are melting before 
them ; everywhere dawns the golden twilight of uni- 
versal teve ! Many are working for all these things, 
who have the dimmest insight into the infinity of 
their relations, and the eternity of their results; some, 
perchance, could they perceive the relation that each , 
bears to all, would eagerly strive to undo what they 
arc now doing ; but luckily, heart and hand often 
work for better things than the head wots of. . 
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LE'FrER XIX. 

June 3, 1840. 

You seem very curious, to learn ^hat I think of 
recent phenomena in animal magnetism, or megmec-r 
ism, which you have described to me. They have 
probably impressed your mind more than my own i 
because I was ten years ago convinced that animftl 
magnetism was destined to produce great changes m 
the science of medicine, and in the whole philosophy 
of spirit and matter. The reports of French physic 
cians, guarded as they were on every side by the 
scepticism that characterizes their |H:ofession and 
their country, contained amply enough to convince 
me that animal magnetism was not a nine-days' 
wonder. That there has been a great deal of trickery, 
collusion, and imposture, in connection with thia 
subject, is obvious enough. Its very nature renders 
it peculiarly liable to this ; whatsoever relates to 
spiritual existence cannot be explained by the. laws 
of matter, and therefore becomes at once a powerful 
temptation to deception. For this reason, I have ta* 
ken too little interest in public exhibitions of animal 
magnetism ever to attend one; I should always ob- 
serve them with distrust 

But it appears to me that nothing can be more unr* 
philosophic than the ridicule attached to a belief in 
mesmerism. Phenomena of the most extraordinary 
character have occurred, proved by a cloud of wit- 
nesses. If these things have really happened, (as 
thousands of intelligent and rational people testify,) 
they are governed by laws as fixed and certain as 
the laws that govern matter. We call them miracles, 
simply because we do not understand the causes 
that produce them ; and what do we fully under- 
stand? Our knowledge is exceedingly imperfect, 
even with regard to the laws of matter j though the 
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World has had the experience of sereral diousand 
years to help its investigations. We cannot see that 
the majestic oak lies folded up in the acorn ; still less 
can we tell how it came there. We have observed 
that a piece of wood decays in the damp ground, 
while abut generates and becomes a tree; and we 
say. it is because there is a principle of vitality in 
Itie nut, which is not in the wood; but explain, if 
you can, what is a principle of vitality? and how 
^&me it in Uie acorn ? 

They, who reject the supernatural, claim to be the 
only pbitasophers, in these days, when, as Peter 
Parley says, * every little child knows all about the 
Kiinbow^' Satisfied with the tangible inclosures of 
their own penfold, these are not aware that whoso- 
€«r€r did know all about the rainbow, would know 
enough to make a world. Supernatural simply 
means^ ab&ve the natural. Between the laws that 
govern the higher and the lower, there is doubtless 
the most perfect harmony ; and this we should per- 
cmve and understand, if we had ttie enlarged facul- 
ties of angels. 

There is something exceedingly arrogant and 
short-sighted in the pretensions of those who ridicule 
everything not capable of being proved to the senses^ 
They are like a man who holds a penny close to his 
eye, and then denies that there is a glorious firma- 
ment of stars, because ke cannot see them. Carlyle 
gives the following sharp rebuke to this annoying 
class of thinkers : — 

*Thou wilt have no mystery and mysticism? 
Wilt walk through the world by the sunshine* of 
what thou callest logic? Thou wilt explain all, 
account for all, or believe nothing of it ? nay, thou 
wilt even attempt laughter ?' 

* Whoso recognises the unfathomable, all-pervading 
domain of mystery, which is everywhere under 
our feet and among our hands ; to whom the uni- 
verse is an orach and a temple^ as well as kitchen 
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aod i:(Me-si9^^htf shott l)e called a myBtic, and de- 
lirious? To him thou, witli sniffing charity, wih 
vpf0tru3ivdy proAer thy haad-lsunp, and shriek,* as 
one- mjurei, when be kicky his fo®t ffaiough it 1 
Weft dioirnot bern? Wih thou not dm? Exphdfi 
me all thisr-^rot do one of ttiro ^ings : ictir^into pri"- 
vate plaees \vitfi thy foolbh caekk ; or, what were 
better, gi^e it up; aaid weep not that the roign of 
wonder is doney mxi God's world all disembel^tidhed 
and prosaic, but that tliou thyself art hidieKto a saend'^ 
blind peda*nt?' 

But if there be any truth in the woodent^crf animal 
magnetism^ why has not the wtirid hdard of them 
before 1 asks tlie inquire. The world -rfid hear of 
Ihem, centuries ago ; and fihom time to time they 
have re-appeared, and arrested loeal aaad temporary 
attention ; but not being understood^ and not fee- 
ing eonv^ed to the human mind tlirough tl» me- 
dium of religious belief, they were soon rejeeted as 
fabulous stories, or idle aiperstitions ; no one thought 
of examining them as pli^iomena ^jvemed by laws 
which regulate the universe. 

It is recorded that when tte plague raged in 
Athens, in the days of Plato, many recovered from it 
with a total oblivion of all outward things; they 
seemed to themselves to be Mving among other 
scenes, which were as real to them, as the material 
world was to-otiiers. The wisdom of angels, per- 
chance;, perceived it to be far more real. 

Ancient history records that a learned Persian 
Magi*s who resided among the mountains that over- 
looked Taoces, recovered from the plague with a per- 
petual oblivion of all outward forms, while he often 
had knowledge of the thoughts passing in the minds 
of those around him. If an unknown scroll were 
placed before him, he would read it, Plough a brazen 
shield were interposed between him and the parch- 
ment } and if figure& weie drawn on ^00 water, he 
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at onee recognised tibie fermS) of whieAi nfr rmU^ 
tiace remaineid. 
' In Taytoi's Piato, mention isiaadeof oi^^deanr- 
ehus, who i«lated an expemne»t tried in the pre- 
senee of Aristotle and his disciples at the Lyceum, 
ile declares, that a man, by means erf mofing a wand 
up and down, ev^ the body of a lad, 'led ^e soul 
out of itj' umi left the foim peifectly rigid and sense- 
less; when he afterwards led the soul back, it uM, 
wi^ wondei^Eut accuracy, all that had beett said and 
done. 

This reminds me of a singular circumstance M^iicb 
happened to a venerable friend of mine, i had it 
from her own lips. 8he was^ taken suddenly ill one 
day, and swooned. To all appearance, she was en- 
lirely hfeless ; insomuch that her fri«ad» feared she 
Was really dead. A physician was sent for and a 
variety ^>f experiments tried, before there were any 
symptoms of returning animation. She herself was 
merely aware of a dizzy and peculiar sensation, and 
then she found herself standing by her own lifeless 
body, watching all their efforts to resuscitate it. It 
seemed to her strange, and she was too confused to 
know whether she were in that body, or out of it. 
In the mean time, her anxious friends could not 
make the slightest impression on the rigid form, 
either by sight, hearing, toiich, taste, or smell: it 
was to all appearance dead. ITie five outward gates 
of entrance to the soul were shut and barred. Yet 
when the body revived, she told everything that had 
been done in the room, every word that had been 
said, and the very expression of their countenances. 
The soul had stood by all the while, and observed 
what was done to the body. How did it see when 
the eyes were closed, like a corpse? Answer that, 
before you disbelieve a thing because you cannot im- 
derstand it. Oould I comprehend how the simplest 
violet came into existeiK^ I too would urge that 
12 
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plea. It were as wise for a child of four years ol5 
to deny that the planets move round the sun, be- 
cause its infant mind cannot receive the explanation, 
as for you and me to ridicule arcana of the soul's 
connection with the body, because we cannot com- 
prehend them; in this imperfect state of existence. 
Beings So ignorant, should be more humble and re- 
verential ; this frame of mind has no affinity what- 
ever with the greedy superstition that is eager to 
believe everything merely because it is wonderful. 

It is deemed incredible that people in magnetic 
sleep can describe objects at a distance, and scenes 
which they never looked upon while waking; yet 
nobody doubts the common form of somnambulism^ 
called sleep walking. You may singe the eye-lashes 
of a sleep walker with a candle, and he will per- 
ceive neither you nor the light. His eyes have no 
expression ; they ate like those of 'a corpse. * Yet he 
will walk out in the dense darkness; avoiding 
chairs, tables, and all other obstructions; he will 
tread the ridge-pole of a roof, far more securely than 
he could in a natural state, at mid-day ; he will har- 
ness horses, pack wo6d, make shoes, &c. all in the 
darkness of midnight. Can you tell me with what 
eyes he sees to do these things ? and what light di- 
rects himl If you cannot, be humble enough to 
acknowledge that God governs the universe by many 
laws incomprehensible to you ; and be wise enough 
to conclude that these phenomena are not deviations 
from the divine order of things, but occasional ma- 
nifestations of principles always at work in the great 
scale of being made visible at times, by causes as 
yet unrevealed. 

Allowing very largely for falsehood, trickery, su- 
perstitious fear, and stimulated imagination, I still 
believe most fully that many things now rejected as 
foolish superstitions, will hereafter take their appro- 

?riate place in a new science of spiritual philosophy, 
'rom the progress of animal magnetism, there may 
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perhaps he evolved much that will throw li^t upon 
old stories of oracles, witchcraft, and second-sight. 
A large portion of these stories are doubtless false- 
hoods, fabricated for the most selfish and mischievous 
purposes ; others may be an honest record of things 
as they actually seemed to the narrator. Those, 
which are true, assuredly have a cause; and are 
miraculous only as our whole being is miraculousu 
Is not life itself the highest miracle 1 Everybody 
can tell you what it does, but where is the wise man 
who can explain what it is 7 When did the infant 
receive that mysterious gift 7 Whence did it come 7 
Whither does it go, when it leaves the body ? 

Scottish legends abound with instances of second- 
sight, oftentimes supported by a formidable array of 
evidence ; but I have met orUy one individual who 
was the subject of such a story. 

She is a woman of plain practical sense, very un- 
imaginative, intelligent, extremely well-informed, 
and as truthful as the sun. I tell the story as 
she told it to me. One of her relatives was seized 
with rapid consumption. He had for some weeks 
been perfectly resigned to die; but one morning, 
when she called upon him, die found his eyes bril- 
liant, his cheeks flushed with an unnatural bloom, 
and nis mind full of belief that he should recover 
health. He talked eagerly of voyages he would 
take, and of the renovating influence of warmer 
climes. She listened to him with sadness ; for she 
was well acquainted with his treacherous disease, 
and in all these things she saw symptoms of ap- 
proaching death. She said this to her mother and 
sisters, when she returned home. In the afternoon 
of the same day, as she sat sewing in the usual fa- 
mily circle, she accidently looked up — and gave a 
sudden start, which immediately attracted atten- 
tion and inquiry. She replied, 'Don't you see 
cousin '7' 

They thought she had been dreaming; * but she 
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sfidd, ' I certainly am ikH asleep. It is strange yoa 
do not see him ; he is there.' The next thought was 
that she was seized with sudden insanity ; but sh6 
assured them that she was nerer more rational in 
her life : that she could not account for the circum- 
stance, any more than they could ; but her cousin 
eertalinly was there, and looking at her with a very 
pleasant countenance. Her mother tried to turn it 
oif as a delusion ; but nevertheless, she was so much 
impressed by it, that she lookeki at her watch, and 
immediately sent to inquire how the invalid did. The 
messenger returned with news that he was dead, 
and had died at that moment. 

My friend told me that at first she saw only the 
bust ; but gradually the whole form became visible, 
as if seme iiiiperceptible cloud, or veil, had slowly 
rolled away ; the invisible veil again rose, till only 
the bust remained ; and then that vanished. 

She said the vision did not terrify her at the time; 
it simply perplexed her, as a thing incomprehensible. 
Why she saw it, she could explain no better than 
why her mother and sisters did rwt see it. She sim- 
ply told it to me just as it appeared to her ; as distinct 
and real as any other individual in the room. 

Men would not be afraid to see spirits, if they wer6 
better acquainted with their own spirit. It is because 
we live so entirely in the body, that we are startled 
at a revelation of the soul. 

Animal magnetism will come out from all the shams 
and quackery that have made it ridiculous, and will 
yet be acknowledged as an important aid to science, 
an additional proof of immortality, and a means, in 
the hands of Divine Providence, to arrest the pro- 
gress of materialism. 

For myself, I am deeply thankful for any agency, 
that even momentarily blows aside the thiclc veil be- 
tween the Finite and the Infinite, and gives me never 
so hurried and imperfect a glimpse of realities which 
lie beyond this valley of shadows. 
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LETTER XX. 

June 9, 1843. 

There Is nothing which makes me feel the im- 
priiscHiment of a ciiy*) like the absence of birds. 
Blessings on the little warblers ! Lovely types are 
they of all winged and gracefiil thoughts. Dr. FoUen 
used to say, ^I feel dependent for a vigorous and 
hopeful spirit, on now and then a kind, word, the loud 
laugh of a child, or the silent greeting of a flower.' 
Fully do I syii^pathize with this utterance of his 
gentle, and loving spirit ; but more than the benedic- 
tion of the flower, more perhaps than even the mirth 
of childhood, is the clear, joyous note of the bird, 
a refreshment to my soul. 

' The birds ! the birds of summer bours 

They bring a guah of glee. 
To the child among the fragrant flowerty 

To the sailor on the sea. ' 
We hear their thrilling voices 

In their swift and airy flight. 
And the inmost heart rejoices 

With a calm and pure delight. 
Amid the morning's fragrant dew, 

Amidst the mists of even, 
They warble on, as if they drew 

Their music down from Heaven. 
* And when their holy anth<^ms 

Come pealing tfaroogb the air, 
Oar hearts leap fbrtb to meet them. 

With a blessing and a prayer.* 

But alas ! like the free voices of fresh youth, they 
come not on the city air. Thus should it be ; where 
mammon imprisons all thoughts and feelings that 
would fly upward, their winged types should be in 
12* 
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cages too. Walk down Mulberry-stieet, d^ you 
may see, in one small room, hmidreds of little fea- 
thered songsters, each hopping about restlessly in his 
gilded and garlanded cage, like 4 dyspeptic merchant 
in his marble mansion. I always turn my head away 
when I pass ; for the sight of the little captives ^oes 
through my heart like an arrow. The darling little 
cireatures have such visible delight in &eedom ; 

* In tl» joyotis song' t!iey sing ; 

In tlie liquid afr they deave ; 
In tlie imnshtne t ift the shower ; 

In the nesti they weave.' 

I seldom see a bird encaged, without beii:Lg reminded 
of Petion, a truly great man, the popular idol of 
Haiti, as Washington is of the UnitM States. 

While Petion admifoistered the government of the 
island, some distinguished foreigner sent his little 
daughter a beautiful bird, in a very handsome cage. 
The child was delighted, and with great exultation 
exhibited the present to her father. *It is indeed 
very beautiful, my daughter,' said he ; ^ but it makes 
my heart ache to look at it. I hope you will never 
show it to me again.' 

With great astonishment, she inquired his reascms. 
He replied, ^When this island was called St Do- 
mingo, we were all slaves. It makes me think of it 
to look at that bird ; for he is a slave.' 

The little girl's eyes filled with tears, and her lips 
quivered, as she exclaimed, ' Why, father ! he has 
such a large, handsome cage; and as much* as ever 
he can eat and drink.' 

* And would you be a slave, 'said he, ' if you could 
live in a great house, and be fed on frosted cake V 

After a moment's thought, the child began to say^ 
half rehict^mtly, * Would he be happier, if I opened 
the door of his cage V * He would be free r was- 
the emphatic reply. Without another word, she took 
the cage to the open window^ and a moment after, 
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birds among the honey-suckleis. 

One of the most remarkable cases of instinctive 
knowledge in: birds was often related by my grandfa- 
ther, who witnessed the fact with his own eyes. He 
was attracted to the do6r, one summer day, by a 
troubled twittering, indicating distress and tenror. A 
bird, ^ho had built her nest in a tree hear Ae door, 
was flying back and forth with the utmost speed, ut- 
tering wailing cries as she Went. He was at first at 
a loss to account for her strailge movements; but 
they were soon explained by the sight of a snake 
slowly winding up the tree. 

Animal magnetism was* then unheard' trf; and who- 
soever had dared to mention it, would doubtless have 
been hung on Witch's Hill, without benefit of clergy. 
Nevertheless, marvellous and altogether unaccount- 
able stories had been told of the snake's power to 
6harm birds. The popular belief was that the serpent 
charmed the bird by looking' sieadihy ai it ; and that 
such a sympathy was thereby estMished, that if the 
snake were struck, the bird f eft the blow^ and writhed 
vmder it. 

These traditions excited my grandfather's curiosity 
to watch the progress of things ; but, being a humane 
man, he resolved to kill the snake before he had ei 
chance to despoil the nest. The distressed mother 
meanwhile continued her rapid movements arid trou- 
bled cries ; and he soon discovered that she weilt and 
came continually, with something in her bill, from 
one pstrticular tree — a white ash. The snake wound 
his way up ; but the instant his head came near the 
nest, his folds relaxed, and he fell to the ground rigid, 
and apparently lifeless. My grandfather made sure 
of his death by cutting off his head, and then motmt- 
ed the tree to examine into the mystery. The snug 
little nest was filled with eggs, and covered with 
leaves of the white ash ! 

That little bird knew, if my t^tde^j^do- adt, thai 
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C(mt9.ct with the 'white ash is deadly to a snake.. 
This is no idle superstition, but a veritable fact in 
natural history. The Indians are awafe of it, and 
twist garlands of white ash leaves about their ankles, 
as a protection against rattlesnakes. Slaves oftea 
take me same precaution when they travel through 
swamps and forests, guided by the north star ; or to 
the cabin of some poor white man, who teaches them 
to read and write by the light of pine splinters, and 
receives his pay in * massa's' corn or tobacco. 

I have never heard any explanation of the effect 
produced by the white ash ; but I know that settlers 
in the wilderness like to have these trees round their 
log houses, beiug convinced that no snake will volun- 
tarily come near them. When, touched with the 
boughs, they are said to grow suddenly rigid, with 
strong convulsions; after a while they slowly recover, 
b\it seem sickly for some time. 

The following well authenticiited anecdote has 
something wonderfully human about it : 

A parrot had been caught young, and trained, by 
a Spanish lady, who sold it to an English sea-captain. 
For a time the bird seemed sad among the fogs of 
England, where birds and men all spoke to her m a 
foreign tongue. By degrees, however, she learned 
the language, forgot her Spanish phrases, and seemed 
to feel at home. Years passed on, and found Pretty 
Poll the pet of the captain's family. At last her bril- 
liant feathers began to turn grey with age ; she could 
take no food but soft pulp, and had not strength 
enough to mount her perch. But no one had the 
heart to kill the old favourite, she was entwined with 
so many pleasant household recollections. She had 
been some time in this feeble condition, when a Span- 
ish gentleman called one day to see her master. It 
was the first time she had heard the language for 
many years. It probably brought back to memory 
the scenes of her youth in that beautiful region of 
vines and sunshine' She spread forth her wings 
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\vith a wild scream of joy, rapidly rah over the 
Spanish phrases, which she had not uttered for 
years, ana fell down dead. 

There is something strangely like reason in this. 
It makes 6ne want to know whence comes the bird's 
sonl, and whither goes it. 

There are different theories on the subject 6f in- 
stinct. Some consider it a special revelation to each 
creature ; others believe it is founded on traditions 
handed down among animals, from generation to 
generation, and is therefore a matter of education. 
My own' observation, two years ago, tends to con- 
firm the latter theory. Two barn-swallows came 
into our wood-shed in the spting time. Their busy, 
earnest twitterings, led me at once to suspect that they 
were looking out a building-spot ; but as a carpen- 
ter's bench was under the window, and frequent 
hammering, sawing, and planing were going on, I 
had little hope they would choose a location under 
our roof. To my surprise, however, they soon began 
to build in the crotch of a beam, over the open door- 
way. I was delighted, and spent more time in 
watching them, than * penny-wise' people would 
have approved. It was, in fact, a beautiful little 
dramst of domestic love. The mother bird was so 
busy, and so important ; and her mate was so atten- 
tive! Never did any newly-married couple take 
more satisfaction with their first nicely-arranged 
drawer of baby-clothes, than these did in fashioning 
their little woven cradle. 

The father-bird scarcely ever left the side of the 
nest. There he was, all day long, twittering in 
tones that were most obviously the outpourings of 
love. Sometimes he would bring in a straw, or a 
hair, to be inwoven in the precious little fabric. One 
day my attention was arrested by a very unusual 
twittermg, and I saw him circling round with a large 
downy feather in his bill. He bent over the unfinish- 
ed nest, and offered it to his mate with the most 
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graceful and loving air imaginable; and when she 
put up her mouth to take it, he poured forth siich a 
gush of gladsome sound ! It seemed as if pride ai;id 
affection had swelled his heart, till it was almost too 
big for his little bosom. The whole transaction was 
the prettiest piece of fond coquetry^ on both sides, 
that it was ever my good luck to witness. 

It was evident that the father-bird had formed 
correct opinions on * the woman question;' for dur- 
ing the process of incubation he volunteered to per- 
form his share of household duty. Three or four 
times a day, would he, with coaxing twitterings, per- 
suade his patient mate to fly abroad for food; and 
the moment she left the* eggs, he would take the m?i- 
temal station, and give a loud alarm whenever cat 
or dog came about the premises. He certainly perr 
formed the office with lar less ease and grace than 
she did; it was something in the style of an.olcl 
bachelor tending a babe ; but nevertheless it showed 
that his heart was kind, and his principles correct,, 
concerning division of labour. When the young 
ones came forth, he pursued the same equalizing 
policy, and brought at least half the food for h\» 
greedy little family. 

But when they became old enough to fly, the veri- 
est misanthrope would have laughed to watch their 
mancBuvres ! Such chirping and twittering ! Such 
diving down from the nest, and flying up. again! 
Such wheeling round in circles, talking to the youag 
ones all the while! Such clinging to the sides of 
the shed with their sharp claws, to show the timid 
little fledgelings that there was no need of falling ! 

For three days all this was carried on with in- 
creasing activity. It was obviously an infant flying 
school. But all their talking and fussing was of no 
avail. The little downy things looked down, and 
then looked up, and, alarmed at the infinity of space, 
sunk down into the nest again. At lengtii the pa- 
rents grew impatient, and summoned their neigh- 
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bonrs. As I was picking up chips one day, I found 
my head encircled with a swarm of swallows. They 
flew up to the nest, and chatted away to the young 
ones ; they clung to the walls, looking back to tell 
how the thing was done; they dived, and wheeled,* 
and balanced, and floated, in a manner perfectly 
beautiful to behold,. 

The pupils were evidently much excited. They 
jumped up on the edge of the nest, and twittered, 
and shook their feathers, and waved their wings ; 
and then hopped back again, saying, ' It's pretty 
sport, but we can't do it.' 

Three times the neighbours came in and repeated 
their graceful lessons. The third time, two of the 
young birds gave a sudden plunge downward, and 
then fluttered and hopped, till they alighted on a 
sihall upright log. And oh, such praises as were 
'\*'arbled by the whole troop! The air was filled 
with their joy ! Some were flying round, swift as 
a ray of light; others were perched on the hoe- 
handle, and the teeth of the rake ; multitudes clung 
to the wall, after the fashion of their pretty kind ; and 
two were swinging, in most graceful style, on a pen- 
dant hoop. Never, while memory lasts, shall I for- 
get that swallow party ! I have frolicked with 
blessed Nature mucn arid often ; but this, above all 
her gambols, spoke into my inmost heart, like the 
glad voices of little children. That beautiful family 
continued to be our playmates, until the falling leaves 
gave token of approaching winter. For some time, 
the Httle ones came home regularly to their nest at 
night. I was ever on the watch to welcome them, 
and count that none were missing. A sculptor 
might have taken a lesson in his art, from those little 
creatures perched so gracefully on the edge of their 
clay-built cradle, fast asleep, with heads hidden 
under their folded wings. Their familiarity was 
wonderful. If I hung my gown on a nail, I found 
a little swallow perched on the sleeve* If I took a 
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nstp m the ^ft^pwon, my wakmg eyes ver^ gree^ 
by a swallpw on the bed-post ; in the summer twi- 
light, they flew about the sit&ig room in seareh of 
flies, and sometimes lighted on chairs and tables. I 
almost thought they kne\y how much I loyed them. 
But at last they flew away to more genial skies, with 
a whole troop of relations and neig^boiiBr& Jt was^a 
deep pain to me, that I should never know them 
from other swallows, and that they would have no 
recoUeetion of me. We had Uved so friendly te*- 
gether, that I wanted tooaeet them in another workL^ 
if I could not in this ; and I wept, as a child weepa 
at its first giief. 

There was somewhat, too, in their beautifulr Mfe 
of loving freedom which was a reproach to md. 
Why was not my life as happy and as graceful as 
tlieirs ! Because they were innocent, ccHiMing-, and 
unconscious, they fulfilled all the laws of their being 
without obstruction. 

* Inw.ard, inward to thy heart. 

Kindly Nature, take me; 
Lovely, evea as thou art, 

Full of loving make me. 
Thou knowest nought of dead-cold forms, 

Knowest nought of littleness ; 
Lifeful truth thy being warms, 

Majesty and earnestness.' 

The old Greeks observed a beautiful festiral, called 
* The Welcome of the Swallows.' Wh^a these social 
birds first returned in the spring-time, the children 
went about in procession, with music and garlands : 
receiving presents at every door, where they stopped 
to sing a welcome to the swallows, in that graceftd 
oM language, so melodious even in its ruins, that the 
listener feels as if the brilliant azure of Grecian skies, 
the breezy motion of their olive groves, and the gush 
of their silvery fountains, had all passed into a 
moxmm^it of Uquid and harmonious sounds. 
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LETTER XXI. 

JiUM 16, IHHSL . 

' If you want cefireshment for tJie eye, and the lux- 
jUfy of pure bieezes, go to Staten Island. This beau- 
4ifiil little spot, which lies so gracefully c«i the waters, 
w%» sold by the Indians to the Dutch in 1657, 
feff ten shirts, thirty pairs of stockings, ten guns, 
.thiarty bars of lead for balls, thirty pounds of powder, 
4jwelve coats^ two pieee&of duffil, thirty kettles, thirty 
ha^tchets, twenty hoes, and a case of knives and 
:awls. This was then considered a fi^ir compen- 
sation for a tract eighteen miles long and sev^a 
btroad; and compared with most of our business 
rtransactions with the Indians, it will not appear il- 
liberal. The facilities for fishing, the abundance of 
oysters, the pleasantness of the situation, and old as- 
sociations, all endeared it to the natives. They lin- 
gered about the island, like reluctant ghosts, until 
1670; when, being urged to depart, they made a 
new requisition of four hundred fathoms of wam- 
pum, and a large number of guns and axes ; a de- 
mand which was very wisely complied with, for the 
sake of a final ratification of the treaty. 

On this island is a quarantine ground, unrivalled 
fw the airiness of its situation, and the comfort and 
!©kanliness of its arrangements. Of the foreigners 
&om all nations which flood our shores, an imimense 
ipraportion here take tl^ir first footstep on American 
jsoil^ and Judging firom the welcome Nature gires 
them, they might well believe they had arrived in 
.Paradise. From the high grounds, three hundred 
€eet above the level of the sea, may be seen a most 
beautiful variety of land and sea, of rural quiet and 
jcity sjJendour. Long Island spreads before you her 
.vernal forests, and fields of golden grain ; the North 
13 
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and East rivers sparkle in the distsuace; and the 
magnificent Hudscax is seen flowing on in joyful free- 
dom. The city itself seems clean and bright in the 
distance — ^its deformities hidden, and its beauties ex* 
aggerated, like the fame of far-off heroes. When 
^ the sun shines <m its steeples, windows, and rools of 
glittering tin, it is as if the Fire Spirits had sudden* 
ly created a city of fairy palaces. And when the 
still shadow^ creep over it, and the distant lights 
shine like descended constellations, twinkling to Um 
moaning music of the sea, there is something oppres- 
sive ill its solemn beauty. Then comes the golden 
morning light, as if God suddenly unveiled his glo- 
ry ! There on the bright waters, float a thousand 
snowy sails, like a troop of beautiful sea birds; smd 
imagination, strong in morning freshness, flies off 
through the outlet to the distant sea, and circles aH 
the globe with its wreath of flowers. 

Amid these images of joy, reposes the quarantine 
burying-ground ; bringing sad association, like the 
bass-note in a music-box. How many, who leave 
their distant homes full of golden visions, come here 
to take their first and last look of the promised land. 
What to them are all the fair, broad acres of this 
new world 7 They need but the narrow heritage of 
a grave. But every soul that goes hence, apart from 
friends and kindred, carries with it a whole unre- 
vealed epic of joy and sorrow, of gentle sympathies 
and passion's fiery depths. O, how rich in more 
than Shaksperean beauty would be the literature of 
that quarantine ground, if all the images that pass 
in procession before those dying eyes, would write 
themselves in daguerreotype ! 

One of the most interesting places on this island, 
is the Sailor's Snug Harbor. A few years ago, a 
gentleman by the name of Randall, left a small larm, 
that rented for two or three hundred dollars, at the 
comer of Eleventh-street and Broadway, for tlia 
benefit of old and worn-out sailors* This property 
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tocreased in ralue, until it enabled the trustees to 
purchase a farm on Staten Island, and erect a noble 
stone edifice, as a hospital for disabled seamen ; with 
an annual income of nearly thirty thousand dollars. 
The building has a very handsome exterior, and is 
large, airy, and convenient. The front door opens 
into a spacious hall, at the extremity of which flow- 
ers and evergreens are arranged one above another, 
like the terrace of a conservatory ; and from the en- 
tries above, you look down into this pretty nook of 
' greeriery.' The whole aspect of things is extremely 
pleasant — with the exception of the sailors them- 
selves. There is a sort of torpid resignation in coun- 
teiiance and movement, painful to witness. They 
reminded me of what some one said of the Greenwich 

Pensioners : — 'They seem to be waiting for death.' 
Fo outward comfort seemed wanting, except the con- 
stant prospect of the sea : but they stood alone in the 
world — no wives, no children. Connected by no link 
with the ever-active Present, a monotonous Future 
stretched before them, made more dreary by its con- 
trast with the keen excitement and ever-shifting va- 
riety of their Past life of peril and pleasure. I have 
always thought too little provision was made for this 
lassitude of the mind, in most benevolent institutions. 
Men accustomed to excitement, cannot do altogether 
without it. It is a necessity of nature, and should 
be ministered to in all innocent forms. Those poor 
old tars should have sea-songs and instrumental mu- 
sic, once in a while, to stir their sluggish blood ; and 
a feast might be given on great occasions, to younger 
sailors from temperance boarding-houses, that the 
Past might have a chance to hear from the Present. 
We perform but a half charity, when we comfort 
the body and leave the soul desolate. 

Within the precincts of the city, too, are pleasant 

and safe homes provided for sailors ; spacious, well- 

t^entilated, and supplied with libraries and museums. 

After all, this nineteenth century, with all its tur- 
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moil, and clatter, has some lovely features about it 
If evil spreads with unexampled rapidity, good is 
abroad too with miraculous and omnipresent activity- 
Unless we are struck by the tail of a comet, or 
swallowed by the sun meanwhile, we certainly shaM 
get the world right side up, by and by. 

Among the many instrumentalities at work to pr^ 
duce this, increasing interest in the sailor's welfai?e 
is a cheering om^i» Of all classes, except the negro 
slaves, they have been the most neglected and the 
most abused. The book of judgment can alone re- 
veal how much they have suffered on the wide, deep 
ocean, with no door to escape from tyranny, no 
friendly forest to hide them from the hunter ; doom- 
ed, at their best estate, to sujffer almost continued de- 
privation of home, that worst feature in the ciurse of 
Cain ; their minds shut up in caves of ignorance so 
deep, that if religion enters with a friendly lamp, it 
too frequently terrifies them with the shadows it 
makes visible. Religious they fimst be, in some 
sense, even when they know it not ; for no man with 
a human soul within him, can be unconscious of the 
Divine Presence, with infinite space around him, the 
blue sky overhead, with its million world-lamps, and 
everywhere, beneath and around him, 

' Great ocean, strangest of creation's sons ! 
Unconquerable, unreposed, untired ! 
That rolls the wild, profound, eternal bass 
In Nature's anthem, and makes music such 
As pleaseth the ear of God.* 

Thus circumstanced, the sailor cannot be ignorant, 
without being superstitious too. The Infinite comes 
continually before him, in the sublimest symbols of 
sight and sound. He does not know the language, 
but he feels the tone. Goethe has told us, in ro.ost 
beautiful allegory, of two bridges, whereby earnest 
souls pass from the Finite to the Infinite. One is a 
rainbow, which spans the dark river — and this is 
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Faith ; the other is a sSia^yw east quite oi^r by the 
giant Superstition, wh«ti he stands between the set- 
ting sun and the unknown shore. 

Blessings on all friendly hands that are leading 
iBae sailor to the rainbow bridge. His spirit is made 
reverential in the great temple of Nature, resounding 
with the wild voices of the winds, and strange music 
of the storm-organ ; too long has it been left trembling 
and shivering on the bridge of shadows. For him 
too the rainbow spans the dark stream, and becomes 
at last a bridge of gems. 



LETTER XXn. 

June 23, 1842. 

The highest gifts my soul has received, during its 
world-pilgrimage, have often been bestowed by those 
who were poor, both in money and intellectual culti- 
vation. Among these donors, I particularly remem- 
ber a hard-working, uneducated mechanic, from In- 
diana or Illinois. He told me that he was one of 
thirty or forty New Englanders, who, twelve years 
before, had gone out to settle in the western wilder- 
ness. They were mostly neighbours : and had been 
drawn to unite together in emigration from a general 
unity of opinion on various subjects. For some years 
previous, they had been in the habit of meeting 
occasionally at each others' houses, to talk over their 
duties to God and man, in all simplicity of heart. 
Their library was the gospel, their priesthood the 
inward light. There were then no anti-slavery 
societies ; but thus taught, and reverently willing to 
learn, they had no need of such agency, to discover 
that it was wicked to enslave. The efforts of peace 
societies had reached this secluded band only la 
13* 



Digit 



zed by Google 



Vok^ 6(&0es^ and m<3i»^tesi9tmiGe soel«lies had' no 
esietenee. Biit witfe 1^ volrnne of the Prince of. 
Peace^ and hearts open to his ininence, i^hat need 
bad tb^y of preambles and resohitions 9 

Rich in spirit«ial culture, this lit^ band staftect 
fi>r the far West Their inwatd homes w^e Woom- 
ilig gardens; they made their outward i» a wilder^ 
ness» They weite industrious and frugal, and all 
things prospered under their hands. But soon wolvear 
eame near the fold, in the diape of reckless, unprin- 
cipled adventurers ; believers in force and cunning, 
who acted aecording to their creed. The fcolony of 
practical Christians spoke of their depredations in 
terms of gentlest remonatraoce, and repaid them with 
unvarying kindness. They went farther — ^they 
openly annoimced, * You may do us what evil you 
choose, we will return nothkig but good.' Lawyers 
came into the ndghbourhood, and offered their ser- 
vices to settle disputes. They answered, 'We have 
no need of you. As neighbours, we receive you in 
tbe most friendly spirit ; but for us, your occupation 
has ceased to exist.' * What will you do, if rascals- 
bum your barns, and steal your harvests?' 'We 
will return good for evil. We believe this is the 
highest truth, and therefore the best expediency.' 

When the rascals heard this, they considered it a* 
marvellous good joke, and said and did many pro- 
voking things, which to them seemed witty. Bars 
were taken down in the night, ai^d cows let into the 
cornfields. The Christians repaired the damage as 
well as they could, put the cows in the barn, and at 
twilight drove th^n gently home, saying, ' Neigh- 
bour, your cows have been in my field. I have fed 
them well during the day, but I would not keep 
tliem all night, lest the children should suffer for 
their milk.' 

If this was fun, they who planned the joke found 
no heart to laugh at it. By degrees, a visible change 
came over these tBOubles(»ne neighbours. They. 
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ceased to cut off horses' laUs, «aA bredk tiie legs of 
poukry. Rude boys would say to a younger bfothef , 
' Don't tbraw that stone, Bill ! When I killed the 
chicken last week, didn't they send it to mother, 
because they thought chicken-broA would be good 
for poor Mary? I should think yoji^d be ashamed 
to throw stones at their chickens.' Thus was evil 
overcome with good, till not one was found to do 
them wilful injury. 

; Years passed on, and saw them thriving in worlds 
ly substance, beyond their neighbours, yet beloved 
by alL From them the lawyer said the constable 
obtained no fees. The sheriff stammered and apolo* 
gized, when he took their hard-earned goods in pay- 
ment for the war-tax. They nuldly replied, * 'Tis 
1^ bad trade, friend. Examine it in the light of con- 
science and see if it be not^o.' Btit while they re* 
fused to pay such fees and taxes, they were liberal 
to a proverb in their contributions for all usdW and 
benevolent puj^)oses. 

At the end of ten years, the public lands, which 
they had chosen for tfieir farms, were advertised for 
sate by aueticwi. Accordii^ to custom, those who 
had settled and cultivated the soil, were considered 
to have a right to bid it in at the government price ; 
which at that time; was $1,25- per acre. But the fe- 
ver of land-specuiation then-chai^^ed to run unusu-^ 
aiiy highi Adventurersf from all parts of the country 
Were Jbcking.to the auction ; an(L capitalists in Bal" 
lamore^ Philadelphia^ New- York, and Boston, were 
sendifig agraats to buy up western lands. No ono 
supposed that custom, or equity, wc«ild be regarded. 
The first day's sade showed that speculation i^i¥ to^ 
tlue; v^erge^of irisanity. Land was eagerly btjught in, 
at seventeen, twenty-five, and ^rty dollars an aci?e. 
The Christian colony had small hope of retaining 
thek farms. As first settleis, Ihey had chosen the' 
best Ijaud ; and persevering industry had brought' it 
uitothe h^iest outtLvatioKi. Ita-ximrket-vakie wa» 
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much greater than the «cres already sold^ at eicofM^ 
tant prices. In view of these facts, they had preparr 
ed their minds fox another remove into the wilder- 
ness, perhaps to he agson ejeoted by a simiktr process^ 
But the mommg their lot was offered for sali^ they 
obs^ved, with grat^ul surprise, that their neigh-* 
hours were everywhere busy among ihe crowd, beg- 
ging and expostulating : — ' Don't bid on these lands ! 
These men have been working hard on them for ten 
years. During all that time, they never did harm to 
man or brute. They are always ready to do good 
for evil. They are a blessing to any neighbourhood. 
It would be a sin and a shame to bid on their lands. 
Let them go, at the government price. 

The sale came on ; the cultivators of the soil offfer- 
ed $1,25, intending to bid higher if necessary. But 
among all that crowd of selfish, reckless speculates, 
not one bid over them ! Without an opposing voice, 
the fair acres returned to them ! I do not know a 
more remarkable instance of evil overcome wi^ 
good. The wisest political economy lies folded up 
in the maxims of Christ. 

With delighted reverence, I listened to this imlet- 
tered backwoodsman, as he explained his philosophy 
of universal love. ^ What would you do,' said I, * if 
an idle, thieving vagabond came among you, resolv- 
ed to stay, but determined not to work'?' 'We 
would give him food when hungry, shelter him 
when cold, and always treat him as a brother.' 

* Would not this process attract such characters? 
How would you avoid being overrun with them ?' 

* Such characters would either reform, or not remain 
with us. We should never speak an angry word, or 
refuse to minister to their necessities ; but we should 
invariably regard them with the deepest sadness, as 
we would a guilty, but beloved son. This is harder 
for the human soul to bear, than whips or prisons. 
They could not stand it ; I am sure they could not 
It would either melt them, or drive them away. In 
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nine cases <mt df ten, I beUeve it womld meh 
them;' 

I felt rebuked for my wmit of fftilh, and ccmse- 
quent shallowness of insight. That hard-handed 
labourer brought greater riches to my soul than an 
Eastern merclmnt laden with pearls. Again I repeat, 
money is not wealth. 



LETTER XXIII. 

July 7, 184SL 

It has beea iny fortune, in the course of a chang- 
ing life, to meet with many strange characters; but 
I never, till lately^ met with <Hie altogether imae- 
countable. 

Some six or eight years^ ago, I read a very odd 
pamphlet, called ^ The Patriarchal System of So- 
ciety, as it exists under the name of Slavery ;. with 
its necessity and advantages. By an inhabitant of 
Florida.' The writer assumes that * the patriarchal 
system constitutes the bond of social compact ; and 
is better adapted for strength, durability, and inde- 
pendence, than any state of society hitherto adopted.' 

* The prosperous state of our northern neighbours,' 
says he, 'proceeds, in many instances, indirectly 
from southern slave labour; though they are not 
aware of it' This was written in 1829; read in 
these days of universal southern bankruptcy, it seems 
ludicrous; as if it had been intended for sarcasm, 
rather than sober earnest. 

But the main object of this singular production is 
to prove that coimir ought not to be the badge ot 
degradation ; that the only distinction should be be- 
tween slave and free— not between mhite and co- 
loured. That the free people of colour, instead ol 
being pers^uted, and driven fifom the Southern 
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States, ougbt to l^ nmde elig^le to all offices aad 
means of wealth. This would form, he thinks, . ^ 
grand chain of security, by which the interests ot 
the two castes would become united, and the slaves 
be kept in permanent subordination, intermarriage 
between the races he strongly advocates ; not only 
as strengthening the bond of union between castes 
that otherwise naturally war upon each other, but 
as a great improvement of the human race. ^ The 
intermediate grades of colour,' says he, * are not only 
healthy, but, when condition is favourable, they are 
improved in shape, strength, and beauty. Daily 
experience shows that there is no natural antipathy 
between the castes on account of colour. It only re- 
quires to repeal laws as impolitic as they are unjust 
and unnatural — laws which confound beauty, merits 
and condition, in one state of inCamy and degrada- 
tion on account of compjexion. It is only required 
to leave nature to find out a safe and wholesome re- 
medy for evils, which of all others are the most de- 
plorable, because they are morally irreconcileable 
with the fundamental principles of happiness and 
self-preserva tion. ' 

. I afterwards heard that Z. Kinsley, the author of 
thijs pamphlet, lived with a coloured wife, and treated 
her and her children with kindness and consideration. 
A traveller, writing from Florida, stated that he vi- 
sited a planter, whose coloured wife sat at the head 
of the table, surrounded by healthy and handsome 
children. That the parlour was full of portraits of 
African beauties, to which the gentleman drew his 
attention, with much exultation ; dwelling with great 
earnestness on the superior physical endowments of 
the coloured race, and the obvious advantages of 
amalgamation. I at once conjectured that this ec- 
centric planter was the author of the pamphlet on the 
patriarchal system. 

Soon after, it was rumoured that Mr. Kinsley had 
purchased a large tract of land of the Haitien gov- 
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emnrent; that he had carried his slaves there, and 
given them lots. Then I heard that it was a colony, 
established for the advantage of his own mulatto 
sons ; that the workmen were in a qualified kind of 
slavery, by consent of the government ; and that he 
still held a large number of slaves in Florida. 

Last week, this individual, who had so much ex- 
cited my curiosity, was in the city ; and I sought an 
interview. I found his conversation entertaining, but 
marked by the same incongruity, that characterizes 
his writings and his practice. His head is a peculiar 
one; it would, 1 think, pro\re as great a puzzle to 
phrenologists, a$ he himself is to moraUsts and phi- 
losophers. 

I told him of the traveller's letter, and asked if he 
wefe the gentleman described. 

* I never saw the letter;* he replied: 'but from 
what you say, I have no doubt that I am the man. 
I always thought and said, that the coloured race 
were superior to us, physically and morally. They 
are more healthy, have more graceful forms, softer 
skins, and sweeter voices. They are more docile 
and affectionate, more faithful in their attachments, 
and less prone to mischief, than the white race. If it 
were not so, they could not have been kept in slavery.' 

* It is a shameful and a shocking thought,' said I, 
* that we should keep them in slavery by reason of 
tfieir very virtues.' 

* It is so, ma'am ; but, like many other shameful 
things, it is true.' 

' Where did you obtain your portraits of coloured 
beauties V 

* In various places. Some of them I got on the 
coast of Africa. If you want to see beautiful speci- 
mens of the human race, you should see some of the 
native women there.' 

* Then you have been on the coast of Africa?* 

* Yes, ma'am ; I carried on the slave trade several 
years!' 
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' Yw ikniMwnee that fttot very cooHy,' ^aid L 'Do 
you know that, in New England, men look upon 9 
slave-trader witii as^ much horror as ttey daupon^a 
jirate?' . 

^ Yes ; and I am glad of it. They will look ^pen 
a slave-holder Just so, by and by. Slave tmding was 
very respectable business wh^i I was yo»ng^ The 
first merchaiUs in England ajad Ameri€5a were enn 
gaged in it. Some people hide things which they 
think other people dtm't like, i nevear conceal any- 
thing.' 

* Where did you become acquainted with youi^ 
wife? 

^ On the coast of Africa, ma'am. She was a new 
nigger, when I first saw her.' 

* What led you to become attached to her V 

* She was a fine, tall figure, blaek as jet, bvit very 
handsome. She was very capable, and could carry 
on all the afiairs of the plantation in my absence, as 
well as I could myself. She was affectionate and 
faithful, and I could trust her. I have fixed he« 
nicely in my Haitien colony. I wish you would go 
there. . She would give you the best in the house* 
You ought to go, to see how happy the human race 
can be. It is in a fine, rich valley, about thirty milea 
from Port Platte ; heavily timbered with mahogany 
all round ; well watered ; flowers so b^tutiful ; fruits 
in abundance, so delicious that you could not refrain 
fkom stopjHHg to eat, till you could eat no more. My 
son has laid out good roads, and built bridges and 
mills ; the people are improving, and everything is 
prosperous. I am anxious to establish a good school 
there. I engaged a teacher ; but somebody persuaded 
him it was mean to teach niggers, and so he fell off 
from his bargain.' 

* I have heard that you hold your labourers in a 
sort of qualified slavery ; and some friends of the 
coloured race have apprehensions that you niay sell 
them again.' 
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= ^ My llb6«r^rs ifi Ha^ Ave net rio^fes. Tb«f are 
a kwd of ind^^tad apprentices. I give tb^oi land, 
and they bind tbem^elYesr lo work fsnr hm. I have 
no power to take them away from that island ^ and 
J»a know re^ well that I coirid not sell thcxa there.' 

^ I am glad you hare relinqmshed the power to 
make ^lar^ of them again. I had charge of a fine, in*- 
lelMgent fugitive, abeut a year ago. I wanted to sen<} 
him to your cek^ay ; but I did not dare to trust you.' 

^ YcHi need not have been afraid, ma'am. I should 
be the last man on earth to give up a runaway. If 
my own were to run away, I wouldn't go after 
'em.' 

* If these are your feelings, Why don't you take all 
your slaves to Haiti T 

* I have thought that sulgect all over, ma'am; and 
I have settled it in my own mind. AH we can do 
in this world is to balance evils. I want to do great 
things for Haiti ; and in order to do them, I must 
have money. If I have no negroes to cultivate my 
Florida lands, they will run to waste ; and then I can 
raise no money from them for the benefit of Haiti. 
I do all I can to make them comfortable, and they 
love me like a father. They would do any thing on 
earth to please me. Once I stayed away longer than 
usual, and they thought I was dead. When I reached 
home, they overwhelmed me with their caresses ; I 
eould hardly stand it.' 

* Does it not grieve you to think of leaving feese 
faithfaly kind-hearted people, to the cruel chances of 
slavery V 

' Yes, it does; but I hope to get all my plans settled 
in a few years.' 

^ You -tell me you are seventy-six years old ; what 
if you should die before vour plans are completed V 

^ Likely enough I shall. In that case, my heirs 
would break my will, I dare say, and my poor nig- 
gers would be badly oSJ 
14 
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' Then meNHHAit tfiem new ; and»T<^ tibis dread* 
ful risk/ 

* I have thought that all over, ma'am; and I have 
settled it that I -can do more good by keeping them 
in slavery a few years more. The best we can do 
in this world is to balance evils judiciousdy.' 

' But you do not balance wisely. Remember Aat 
all the descendants of your slaves, through all com- 
ing time, will be affected by your decision.' 

^ So will all Haiti be affected, through all torn* 
ing time, if I can carry out my plans. To do good 
in the world, we must have money. That's the way 
I reasoned when I carried on the slave trade. It was 
very profitable then.' 

^ And do you have no remorse of conscience, it 
recollecting that bad business 7' 

' Some things I do not like to rememb^ ; but they 
were not things in which I was to blame • they were 
inevitably attendant on the trade.' 

I argued that any trade must be wicked, that had 
such inevitable consequences. He admitted il ; but 
still clung to his balance of evils. If that theory is 
admitted in morals at all, I confess that his practice 
seems to me a legitimate, though an extreme result. 
But it was altogether vain to argue with him about 
fixed principles of right and wrong ; one might as 
well fire small shot at the hide of a rhinoceros. Yet 
were there admirable points about him; perseverance, 
that would conquer the world ; an heroic candour, 
that avowed all things, creditable and discreditable; 
and kindly sympathies too — ^though it must be con- 
fessed that they go groping and floundering about in 
the strangest fashion. 

He came from Scotland ; no other country, per- 
haps, except New England, could have produced such 
a character. His father was a Quaker ; and he still 
loves to attend Quaker meetings ; particularly silent 
ones, where he says he has planned some of his best 
bargains. To complete the circle of contradictious, 
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he likes the abolitionii^s, and tea prodigiDus admirer 
of George Thompson. 

* My neighbours call me an abolitionist/ said he; 
^l tell them they *may do so, in welcome ; for it is a 
^ty they shouldnH hare mie case of amalgamation 
to point at.' 

This sing^ilar individual has been conversant with 
all sorts of people, and seen almost all- parts of the 
world. * I have known the Malay and the African, 
the North American Indian and the European,' said 
he ; ' and the more I've seen of the world, the less I 
imderstand it. It's a queer place ; that's a fact.' 

Prbbably this mixture with people of all creeds and 
customs, combined with the habit of looking outward 
for his guide of action, may have bewildered his 
moral sense, and produced his system of * balancing 
evils !' A theory obviously absurd, as well as slippery 
m its application; for none but God can balance evils; 
it requires omniscience and omnipresence to do it. 

His conversation produced great activity of thought 
6n the subject 6f conscience, and of that ' light that 
lighteth every man who cometh into the world.' 
Whether this utilitarian remembers it or not, he must 
have stifled many convictions before he arrived at 
his present state of mind. And so it must have been 
with ^ the pious John Newton,' whose devotional let- 
ters from the coast of Africa, while he was slave- 
tfading there, record * sweet seasons of communion 
with his God.' That he was not left without a wit- 
ness within him, is proved by the fact, that in his 
journal he expresses gratitude to God for opening the 
door for him to leave the slave trade, by providing 
other employment. The monitor within did not de- 
ceive him; but his education was at war with its 
dictates, because it taught him that whatever was /e- 
galized was right Plain as the guilt of the slave 
trade now is, to every man, woman, and child, it was 
liot so in the time of Clarkson ; had it been other- 
wise, there would have been no need of his labours. 
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plots were laid against his life, and the difficulty ci 
combatmg his obvicmsiy just prineiides, led to the 
irilest misrepresentwtioiis 9L&d, the most false assuHipp 
tkms. Thits it must always be with those who a(* 
tack a t^ry corrupt public opinion. 

The slave trade^ which all civiKzed laws now d©»- 
nounceas piracy, was de£^ded in precisely the saioe 
spirit that slavery is now. Widiess the following xe» 
marks frcHoci Boswell, the biographer of Dr. Johi^oni 
whose opinions echo the tone of genteel society : 

* I beg leave to enter my most solemn pwHest against 
Dr. Johnson's general doctrine with respect to the 
slave trade. I will resolut^y say that his unfavoiuN- 
able notion of it was owing to prejudice, and impeoPr 
feet or false information. The mid and dcmgeraus 
attempt which has for some time heea persisted in, 
to obtain an act of our fegishitufe to abolish so very 
important tmd necessary a branch «/" c^mmercicd in^ 
terest, must have bem crushed at once, had not the 
insignificance of the zealots, who vainly took the 
lead in it, made the vast body of planters, merchant^ 
and others, whose immense properties are involved 
in that trade, reasonably enough suppose that there 
could be no danger. The encouragement which the 
attempt has received, excites my wonder and indig- 
nation ; and though some men of superior abilities 
have supported it, (whether from a love of tempo- 
rary popularity when prosperous, or a love of general 
mischief when desperate), my opinion is imshaken. 
To abolish a status which in all ages God has sanc- 
tioned, and man continued, would not only be rob- 
bery to an innumerable class of our fellow subjects, 
but it would be extreme cruelty to African savages^ 
a portion of whom it saves from massacre, or intoler- 
able bondage in their own country, and introduces 
into a much happier state of life ; especially now, 
when their passage to the West Indies, and their treat- 
ment there, is humanely regulated* l^o abolish thai 
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tr€tde, would ie to skt^ the gai&s of -mercy on. mem* 
kind/ 

These ehanges in the code- of mmrals adapted by 
noeiety, by no m^ins unsettle my belief in eternal 
and UHchaai^able principles of right and wrong; 
neither do they lead me to doubt that in all these 
cases nien inwardly know better th€«i they act. The 
fllave-holder> when he manumits on his death*bed, 
thereby acknowledges that he has known he weis 
doing wrong. Public opinion expresses what men 
will to do ; not Iheir inward perceptions. All kinds 
of crimes hswre been countenanced by public opinion, 
in some age or nation ; but we cannot as easily show 
-how far they were sustained by reascm and conscience 
-in each individual. I believe the lamp never goe^ 
out, though it may shine dimly through a foggy 
atnK>sphere. 

This consideration should renew our zeal to purify 
public opinion ; to let no act or word of ours help to 
corrupt it, in the slightest degree. How shall we 
fulfil this sacred trust, which each holds for the good 
of all 7 Not by calculating consequences ; not by 
balancing evils ; but by reverent obedience to our 
own highest convictions of individual duty. 

Few men ask concerning right and wrong of their 
man hearts. Few listen to the oracle within, which 
can only be heard in the stillness. The merchant 
seeks his moral standard on 'Change — a fitting name 
for a thing so fluctuating ; the sectary in the opinion 
of his small theological department ; the politician in 
the tumultuous echo of his party ; the worldling in 
the buzz of saloons. In a word, each man inquires 
of his public ; what wonder, then, that the answers 
are selfish as trading interest, blind as local prejudice, 
and various as human whim 7 

A German drawing-master once told me of a lad 

who wished to sketch landscapes from nature. The 

: teacher told him that the first object was to choose 
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sasM Jii^ ptrint ff m^m. The Migaekma papU ebd09 
a cow grazing beiieath the trees. Of course, his^fia^ 
pmnt no&a b^aa to xmyre hkl^r and tiiither, t^ sbd 
was^ attracted by^ the sweekiess ^f the pafidximee ; said 
the Hues of his drawing fell into strange cmaansiofL • 

Hhis is a cosrect type of tbose who choose publie 
opinion for tiaeir moral fi^«d point of view. It miw0$ 
according to theproyeader before it, and they who 
trust to it, have but a whirling and distorted landscapes 

Coleridge defines public c^inion as ' the averagu 
prejudices of the commuBity.' Wo unto those wh« 
have m^ safer guicte of principle and practice thaa 
^s ' average of prejudices.' Wo unto them in 901 
especial manner, in these laUeor days, when 'Tba 
windows of heaven ai?e opened, and therefore tto 
finindadons of the earth do shake f 

Feeble wanderers are they, £i3llowin^ a flickering 
jack-o'-lantem, when there is a calm, bright pote^tar 
for ever above the horizon, to guide their steps, if 
tiiey would but look to it. 



LETTER XXIV. 

July 28, 184^ 

When the spirit is at war with its outward envi- 
ronment, because it is not inwardly dwelling in trust* 
ful obedience to its God, how often does some very 
slight incident bring it back, humble, and repentant, 
to the Father's footstool ! A few days since, cities 
seemed to me such hateful places, that I deemed it 
the greatest of hardships to oe pent up therein. As 
usual, the outward grew more and more detestable, 
as it reflected the restlessness of the inward. Piles 
of stone and rubbish, left by the desolating fire, looked 
more hot and dreary than ever ; they were building 
brick houses between me and the sunset — ^and in my 
requiring selfishness, I felt as if it were rm^ simset,.aiid 
no man had a right to shut it out ; and then to add 
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die last drop to my Texati<m, 4hey painted dieioof <tf 
house and piazza as fierce a red as if Ae mmitte of 
^e great are, that destroyed its predeeessor, htA 
ikilen over th^. The wise course W4>uid have been, 
to try to find some^ing agre^Uile in a red roof, sinoe 
tt suited my neighbour's conveni^ice.to hare one. 
But the head was not in a mood to be wise, because 
the heart was not humble and obedient ; so i fretted 
inwardly about the red roof, more than I would care 
to tell in words ; I even thought to myself, that if 
would be no more than just and right if people with 
Mich bad taste should be sent to live by themselves 
Ofi a quarantine island. Then I began to think of 
myself as a most unfortunate and ill-used indivi* 
dual, to be for ever pent up within brick walls with- 
out even a dandelion to gaze upon ; from that I feH 
to thinking of many fierce encounters between my 
"will and necessity, and how will had aiways been 
conquered, chained, and sent to the treacknill to 
work. The more I thought after this fashion, hotter 
glared the bricks, and fiercer glowed the red roof, 
under the scorching sun. I was making a desert 
within, to paint its desolate likeness on the scene 
without. 

A friend found me thus, and, having faith in 
Nature's healing power, he said, * Let us seek green 
fields and flowery nooks.' So we walked abroad: 
and while yet afiiid the rattle and glare of the city, 
close by the iron railway, I saw a very little, ragged 
child stooping over a small patch of stinted, dusty 
grass. She rose up with a broad smile over her hot 
face, for she had louiid a while clover ! The tears 
were in my eyes. * God bless tliee, poof child !' said I : 
* thou hast taught my soul a lesson, which it will not 
soon forget. Thou poor neglected one, canst find blos- 
soms by the dusty wayside, and rejoice in thy hard 
ralh, as if it were a mossy bank streAvn with violets.' 
felt humbled before that ragged, gladsome child. 
Then saw I plainly that walls of brick aiid mortar 
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4iA not, and g&iM. not, hem me ia. I thougbl ^ 
those who loved me, aud every remembered kiiidr 
ness was a flower in my path ; I thought of iutel* 
iectual gardens^ where th^ child might perchanp^ 
i^ver enter, but where I could wander at will over 
acres broad as the world; and if even there, the 
rastiess spirit felt a limit, lo, poetry had but to throw 
a ray thereon, and the fair gardens of earth were re- 
flected in the heavens, like the /o^ morgcma of Italism 
skie», in a drapery of rainbows. Because I.wflui 

rr in spirit, straightway there was none so rich as 
Then was it revealed to me that only the soul 
which gathejTs flowers by the du^ty wayside can truly 
love the fresh anemcme by the running brook, of 
the trailing arbutus hiding its sweet face among th^ 
iallen leaves. I returned home a better and wiser 
woman, thanks to tlie ministry of thg^t Utile one. I 
saw that I was not ill-used and unfortunate, but 
blessed beyond others; one of Nature's favourites^ 
whom she ever took to her kindly heart, and comforted 
in all seasons of distress and waywardness. Though 
the sunset was shut out, there still remained the 
roseate flush of twilight, as if the sun, in answer to 
my love, had written to me a farewell message on the 
sky. The red piazza stood there, blushing for him 
who painted it ; but it no longer pained my eye-sight ; 
I thought what a friendly warmth it would have, 
seen through the wintry snows. Oh, blessed indeed 
are Uttle children ! Mortals do not understand half 
they owe them ; for the good they do us is a spiritual 
gift, amd few perceive how it intertwines the mystery 
of life. They form a ladder of garlands on which 
the angels desceoid to our souls ; and without them, 
such communication would be utterly lost. Let us 
strive to be like little children. 

As I mused on the altered aspect of the outward 
world, according to the state of him who looked upcm 
it, I raised to my eye a drop from a broken chan- 
delier. That glass fragment was Uke a fairy wand, 
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m Alaidin's wondrotis lamp. The line of tnndliUiig 
Wooden shautees, wbteh I bad ofteoi bianned the ea- 
pridoiuB fire for sparing, the piles of lime and sttmes 
that wearied my eyesight, were at once changed to 
l^inbows; even the offensive red roof smiled upon 
«ae in the softened beauty of purple and gold. Not 
iteurth, but the medium through which earth is seen, 
produces beauty, I said to myself, ^ WhereuHto 
i^all I lik^i this angular bit of glass V The answer 
fiame to me in musk — ^in Wiords and tones of song : 
•* The faith touching all things with hues of heaveu/ 
Then prayed I earnestly for that faith, as a perpetu- 
al gift. Prayer, earnest and true, rose from that fiag- 
ment of broken glass; thus, from things most common 
and tsivial, spring the highest and the holiest. 

1 thought tiieu that I woidd never again look on 
outward circumstances, except in the cheerful light 
of m trustijis and grateful heart. Yet within a week, 
came the restless comparing of me with thee. If 
I could only be situated as such an one was, how 
good I could be, and how much good I would da. I 
said within myself, *This must not be. If I in- 
dulge this train of thought, the walls will again 
<?rowd upon me, and the bricks glare worse than 
ever.^ So I walked to the Battery, to look at mocwi- 
lighton the water; in full faith that * Nature never 
d& betray the heart that loved her.' The moon had 
?iot yet risen ; but softly from the recesses o£ Castle 
Oarden came tones of music, welcome to my soul as 
a mother's voice. We walked in, thinking only to 
hear the band, and lounge quietly on a seat over- 
lianging the water. All pleasure in this world is but 
the cessation of some pain ; and they only who work 
unto weariness in mind or body, can fully enjoy the 
luxury of repose. And this repose was so perfect, 
«o strengthening ! Instead of the pent-up, stifling 
air of the central city, was a cool, evening breeze, 
gentle as if a thousand winged messengers fanned 
one's cheeks for love ; b^w, the ev^-flowiug w^s^r 
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kTed ^e &ioO!e» with a rorfreshidg somid ; round m 
floated music, so plaintive and so shadowy! It 
sung ' The light of other days' — the very voice of 
moonlight, soft and trembling over the dim waters of 
the Past ; and then, as if the atmosphere were not 
already bathed in sufficient beauty, slowly rose the 
mild, majestic moon ; and the water-spirits hailed 
her presence with mazy, undulating dance, as if re* 
joicing in the glittering wealth of je^^elry she gave. 
At such an hour, beyond all others, does nature seem 
to be filled with an inward, hidden life ; in serious 
and beseeching tones, she seems to say, * Lo I reveal 
unto you a great mystery, lying at the foundation of 
all being. I speak }\ in all tones, I write it in all 
colours. When will th€J mortal arise who under-i* 
stands my language?' And a sacred voice answers, 
* When His will is done on earth, as it is done in 
heaven.^ In the midst of such communion, the soul 
feels that 

' This visible nature and this common world. 
Is all too narrow.* 

Wings wave in the air, voices speak through the sea, 
and the rustling trees are whispering spirits. It was 
this yearniug after the spiritual that pervades all 
things, whose presence, never found, is constantly 
revealed in so many echoes — it is this dim longing, 
which of old ^ peopled space with life and mystical 
predominance;' this filled the grove with dryads, the 
waves with nymphs, the earth with fairies, the sky 
with angels. The external and the sensual call this 
the ravings of Imagination ; and tliey know not that 
she is the priestess of high Truth. 

All this I did not think of, as I leaned over the 
waters of Castle Garden ; but this, and far more, was 
spoken into my heart; and I shall find it all recorded 
in rainbow letters, on my journal there beyond. 

In such listening mood, when the outward lay be- 
fore me, in hieroglyphic symbols of a volume so 
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imfimta, I turned wilh a feriing of sadacdsw toward a 
painted representation of Vera Cruz, which the bill 
proclaimed was to be taken by the French fleet that 
evening, for the amusem^t of spectator*. The imi- 
tation of a distant city was certainly good^ speaking 
according to the theatrical standard ; but it seeined 
to me desecration, that Art should thus intrude her 
delusions into the sanctuary of Najtaire. In a mood 
less elevated, I might have scorned her pretensions^ 
with a proqd impatie^e ; but as it was, I simply felt 
sad at the incongruity. I looked at the moon in her 
serene beauty, at the Uttie boats, here floating across 
the veil of silver blonde, which, she had thrown over 
the dancing waves, and there, with lanterns, gliding 
like fire-flies among the deep distant shadows ; and 
I said, If Art ventures into tiiis presence, let her come 
pnly as the Greek Diana, or marble nymph sleeping 
on her urn. 

But Art revenged herself for the slight estimati<»i 
in which I held her. ^ She could not satisfy me with 
beauty harmonious with Nature; but she charmed 
with the brilliancy of contrast. Opposite me I saw a 
light mildly splendid, as if seen through an atmos- 

Fhere of motionless water. It had a fairy look, and 
could not otherwise than observe it, from time to 
time, though the moonbeams played so gracefully 
and still. Anon, with a whizzing sound, it became 
a wheel of fire; then it changed to a hexagon, set 
with emeralds, topaz, and rubies; then circles of 
orange, white, and crimson light revolved swiftly 
round a resplendent centre of amethyst ; then it be- 
came flowers made of gems; and after manifold 
changes of unexpected beauty, it revolved a large 
star, set with jewels of all rainbow hues, over which 
there fell a continual fountain of golden rain. It 
was called the kaleidescope ; and its fairy splendour 
far exceeded anything I ever imagined of fireworks. 
I asked pardon of insulted Art, and thanked her too 
for the pleasure she had given me. 



t zed by Google 



t68 ttVfKMS FK€M ntw^t^tOL. 

1 turned again to moonlighl and Restate, and my 
happy spirit carried no discord there. EV^Ei when 
I thought of returning to the hot and (!Jrowded city, 
I said, * This too will I do in cheerfulness. I will 
learn of Nature to love all, and do all/ Sowly, and 
with loving reluctance, we turned away from the 
moon^lighted waters; then came across the waves 
the hquid melody of a flute ; it called us back wilA 
«uch frieiKtty , sweet intreaty, that we couM not other* 
wise tfian stop to listen to its lai^ silvery cadeiice. 
Again we turned away, and had nearly made our 
escape, when an accordion fifom a distant boat, in 
serened accents begged us still to linger. Then a 
band on boatd' the newly-arrived French frigate 
«ti«uchr up the Cracovienne, the expressive dance of 
Poland, bringing with it images of romantic grace, 
and strange, deep thoughts of the destiny of nations. 
We lingered and lingered. Nature and Art seemed 
to have conspired that night to do their best to pfease 
us. At last the sounds died away; and i^tepping to 
their echo in our memories, we passed out ; the iron 
gate of the Battery clanked behind us ; the streets 
reai^ their brick Avails between us and the loveli- 
ness of earth and heaven. But they could not shut 
it out; for it had passed into our souls. 

You will smile, and say the amount of all this ro- 
mancing is a confi^ssion that I was a tired and way- 
ward chiM, needing moonlight and a show to restore 
my serenity. And what of that? If I am not too 
perfect to Be in a wayward humour, I surely will not 
be too dignified to tell of it. I say, as Bettine does 
to GuTlderode : — ' How glad I am to be so insigni- 
ficant. I need not fork up discreet thoughts when I 
write to thee, but just narrate how things are. Once 
I thought I must not write unless I could give 
importance to the letter by a bit of moral, or some 
discreet thought ; now I think not to chisel out, or 
glue together my . thoughts. Let others do that. If 
I must write so, I cannot think.^ 
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LETTER XXV. 

, August 4, 1842. 

Last week, for a mnglQ day, I hid mysdf in the 
green sanctuary of Nature ; and from the rising of 
the sun till the goiag down of the moon, took no 
aj^o^e thought of cities, than if such excresc^tces 
never existed on the surface of the globe. A hu^ 
wagon, traversing our streets, under the midsummer 
sun, bearing in immense letters, the words, Ice prom 
RoGKLANix li4KB, had frequently attracted my atten- 
tion, aud.beiGome associated with imag^ of freshness 
and romantic beauty. Therefore, in seeking the 
country for a day, I said our course should be up 
the Hudson, to Rockland -Lake. The noontide sun 
was scorching; and our heads were dizzy with .the 
motion of the boat; but these inconveniences, so 
irksome at the moment, are faintly traced on the 
tablet of memory. She engraves o»ly the beautiful 
in lasting characters ; for beauty alone is immortal 
^nd divine. 

We stopped at Piermont, on the widest part of 
Tap|)an bay, where the Hudson extends itself to the 
widUi of three miles, On the oppo^te side, in full 
view from the Hotel, is Tarry town, where poor 
Andre was captured. Tradition says, that a very 
large white-wood tree, under which he was taken, 
was struck by lightning on the very day that news 
pf Arnold's death was received at Tarrytown. As I 
sat gazing on the opposite woods, dark in the shadows 
of moonlight, I thought upon how very slight a 
circumstance often depends the fate of individuals, 
and the destiny of nations. In the autumn of 1780, 
a farmer chanced to be making cider at a mill, on 
the east bank of the Hudson, near that part of H[a- 
verstraw Bay, called * Mother's Lap.' Twp yowQg 
13 
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, men, carrying musketa, as nmsl in those tnmUad 
times, stopped for a draught of sweet cider, and 
seated themselves on a log to wait for it. The far- 
mer foimd tiaem looking very intently on some dis- 
twit object, and inquired what they saw, ' Hush ! 
hush !' they replied; ^ the red-coats are yonder, just 
within the Lap,' pointing to an English g\m-boat, 
with twenty-four men, lying on their oars. Behind 
the shelter of a rock tiiey fired into the boat, and 
killed two persons.* The British retomed a random 
shot; but ignorant of the number of their opponents^, 
and seeing that it was useless to waste ammunition 
on a hidden foe, they returned whence they came, 
with aJl possible speed. This boat had been sent to 
convey Major Andre to the British sloop-of-war, 
Vulture, then lying at anchor off Teller's pointi" 
Shortly after, Andre arrived, and finding the boat 
gone, he, in attempting to proceed through the kite^ 
rior, was captured. Had not those men stopped to 
drink sweet cider, it is probable that Andre would 
not have been hung ; the American revolution might 
have terminated in quite different fashion ; men now 
deified as heroes, might have been handed down to 
posterity as traitors ; our citizens might be proud of 
claiming descent from tones; and slavery have been 
abolished eight years ago, by virtue of our being 
British colonies. So much may depend on a draught 
of cider ! But would England herself have abolished 
slavery, had it not been for the impulse given to free 
principles by the American revolution? Probably 
not. It is not easy to calculate the consequences in- 
volved even in a draught of cider ; for no fact stands 
al<Hie ; each has infinite relations. 

A very pleasant ride at sunset brought us to 
Orangetown, to the lone field where Major Andre was 
executed. It is planted with potatoes, but the plough 
spares the spot on which was once his gallows and 
his grave. A rude heap of stones, with the remains 
of a dead fir tree in the mkbt, are all that mark it ; 
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Ijtit tree and stones are covered with names. It 
is on an eminence, commaiiding a view of the coun- 
try for miles. I gazed on the surrounding woods, 
and remembered that on this self-same spot, the 
beautiful and accomplished young man walked back 
and forth, a few minutes preceding his execution, 
taking an earnest farewell look of earth and sky. 
My heart was sad within me. Our guide pointed to 
a liouse in full view, at half a mile's distance, which 
he told us was at that time the head-quarters of Gene- 
ral Washington. I turned my back suddenly upon 
it. The last place on earth where I would wish to 
thiirk of Washington, is at the grave of Andre. I 
know that military men not only sanction, but ap- 
jdaud the deed ; and reasoning according to the max- 
ims of war, I am well aware how much can be said 
in its defence. That Washingto*i considered it a du- 
ty* the discharge of which was most painful to him, 
I Qoubt not. But, thank God, the instincts of my 
childhood are unvitiated by any such maxims. From 
the first hour I read of the deed, until the present 
day, I never did, and never could, look upon it as 
otherwise than cool, deliberate murder. That the 
theory and practice of war commends the transac- 
tion, only serves to prove the infernal nature of war 
itself. 

, Milton (stem moralist as he was, in many respects) 
maintains, in his ' Christian Doctrine,' that false- 
hoods are sometimes not only allowable, but nec^- 
sary. ' It is scarcely possible,' says he, * to execute 
any of the artifices of war without openly uttering 
the greatest untruths, with the undisputable intention 
of deceiving.' And because war requires lies, we are 
told by a Christian moralist that lies must, therefore, 
be lawful ! It is observable that Milton is obliged to 
defend the necessity of falsehoods in the same way 
that fighting is defended ; he makes many references 
to the Jewish scriptures, but none to the Chri^ian. 
Having established his position; that wilful, deliber- 
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ia stra»ge^ indeed, that his enlight€3)ed mind did nmi 
at once draw the iafererjee that war itself must be 
evil. It would have been so, had not the instincts of 
heart and eonscienee been perverted by the maxims 
of men, and the customs of that fierce period. 

The soul may be brought into military drill ser- 
vice, like the limbs of the body ; and such a lone, 
perchai^e, might stand on Andre's grave, and glory 
ia his capture; but I would rather wiffer his inglori- 
ous death, than attain to such a state of mind. 
. A few years ago, the Dtike of Ymk requested the 
British consul to send the remains of Major Andre tb 
England. At that time, two thriving firs were fotund 
near tl^ grave, and a peach tree, which a lady in 
the neighbourhood had planted tbere, in the kindness 
of her heart. The farmers, who came to witness the 
interesting ceremony, generally evinced the most re^ 
spectful tenderness for the memory of the unfortunate 
dead; and many of thewmnen and children wept 
A few loafers, educated by mdlitia trainings, and 
Fourth of July declamation, began to murmur tiia* 
the memory of General Washington was insulted by 
any respect shown to the remains of Andre ; but the 
ofifer of a treat lured th^n to the tavern, where they 
soon became too drunk to guard the character of 
Washingtcnar. It was a beautiful day : and these dis- 
turbing spirits being removed, the impressive cere- 
mony proceeded in solemn silence. The cofiin was 
in good preservation, and contained all the bones, 
with a small quantity of dust. The roots of the 
peach tree had entirely interwoven the skull with 
their fine network. His hair, ^o much praised for its 
uncommon beauty, was tied, on the day of his exe- 
cution, according to the fashion of the times, When 
his grave was opened, half a century afterward, the 
ribbmi was found in perfect preservation, and sent to 
his sister in England. When it was known that the 
sarcophagus, containing his remains, had arrived in 
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N«w*York, on ite way to London, many ladies ^nt 
garlands, and emblematic devices, to be wreathed 
around it, in memory of the * beloved and lamented 
Andre.' In their compassionate hearts, the teach- 
ings of nature were unperverted by maxims of war, 
or that selfish jealousy, which dignifies itself widi 
tlie name of patriotism. Blessed be God, that cus- 
Umi forbids women to eleetione^ or fight. May the 
sentiment remain, till war and politics have passed 
away. Had not women and diUdren been kept free 
from their polluting influence, the medium of com- 
municatk^n between earth and heaven would have 
been completely cut off 

At the foot of the emin^ace where the gallows had 
he&a. erected) we found an old Dutch farm-house, oc- 
cupied by a man who witnessed the execution, and 
whose father often sold peaches to the unhappy pri- 
soner. He confirmed the accounts of Andre's uncom- 
mon personal beauty ; and had a vivid remembrance 
qf the pale, but calm, heroism with which he met his 
untimely death. Everything about this dwelling was 
antiquated. Two prim pictures of George HI. and 
his homely queen, taken at the period when we owed 
allegiance to th^n, as ' the government ordained of 
God,' marked jdainly the progress of Art since that 
period ; for the portraits of Victoria on our cotton- 
spools, are graceful in comparison. An smcient clock, 
which has ticked uninterrupted good time on the same 
ground for more than a hundred years, stood in oi^ 
comer of the little parlour. It was brought from the 
East Indies, by an old Dutch sea captain, greatgrand- 
father of the present owner. In tiiose nations, where 
opinions are transmitted unchanged, the outward 
forms and symbols of thought remain so likewise. 
The gilded figures, which entirely cover the body of 
this old clock, are precisely the same, in perspective, 
outline, and expresswrn, as East India figures of the 
present day, 
15* 
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Ify 6k^m9Ai&naf t^r a tM'pdter, aie. limited 4^ & 
irexy small portkwa of the new world- aaad tberefere^ 
it tms never bee& my lot to visit scenes so decided^ 
bearing the impresa of f^^rmet days^ as this Du^n 
pounty. 

. ' Life, on a soil inhabited in olden time, and cmee 
glorious in its industry, activity, and attachment) to 
noble pursuits, has a peculiar charm,' says Novedis. 
* Nature seems to have become tbefe more human, 
more rational; a dim remembrEmce throws back> 
tk»rough the transparent {^resent, the image» of the 
world in ii^irted outline; and thus you enjoy a two* 
fold world, purged by this very pfocess from the rude 
and disagreeable, and made the magic poetry and 
fable of the mind. Who knows whether also an in* 
definable influence of the former inhabitants, m>w 
departed, does not conspire to this end V 

The solemn impression, so eloquently described by 
Novalis, is what I have desired above all things to 
experience ; but the times seen through ' the tcanspa* 
rent present' of these thatched farm-houses, and that 
ied Dutch church, are not far enough in the distance; 
far removed from us, it is true; but still farther from 
mitred priest, crusading kxdght, and graceful trouba- 
dour. ' An indefinable mfluence of the former inha* 
bitants,' is indeed most visible ; but then it needs no 
ghost to tell us that these inhabitants were thoroughly 
Dutoh. Since the New- York and Erie rait-road 
passed through their midst, careful observers say, that 
the surface of the stagnant social pool begins to rip- 
ple, in very small whirlpools, as ii an insect stirred 
the waters. But before that period, a century pro- 
duced no visible change in theology, agriculture, dress j 
or cooking. They were the very t3rpe of conservatism; 
immoveable in the midst of incessant change. The 
same family lived on the same homestead, generation 
after generation. Brewers mairrfed, and came home 
to father's to live, so long as the old house would 
contain wives and swarming children; axid when 
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kocfse and bam were bcrtli ovemm, a new tenement, 
erf tte self-same consti'uction, was put tip, within * 
stone's throw. To seil an acre of land receired from 
their fathers, would be downright desecration. It H 
BOW literally impossible for a stranger to buy of them 
at any price. A mother might be cosixed to sell hei* 
babies, as ^aily as they to sell their farms, (vonside* 
wfeet constematiort sucha people must have been In 
when informed that the^ New- York and Erie rail- 
foad was to be cut straight through their beloved 
hereditary acres I They swore, by * donner and Mit-* 
Ben,' that not a rail s*ioidd ever be laid on th6ir pre- 
mises. The rail-road company, hotvever, by aid of 
rfwmcery, compelled them to acquiesce; and thei^ 
gri^ was really pitiful to behoM. Neighbotirs went 
to each other's ^stoops,' to spend a saci^/ evening ; 
and, as their wont had ever been, *ey sat and smoked 
act each other, without the unpiofltable interruption 
of a siiigle word 6f convi^rsation ; but not according 
to custom, they now grasped each other's hands tight- 
ly at parting, and tears rolled down their weather- 
beaten cheeks. The iron of the rail-road had entered 
their souls. And well it might ; for it not only divid- 
ed orchards, pastures, and gardens, but, in many 
instances, cut right throu*gh the old homesteads. 
Clocks that didn't know how to tick, except on the 
sinkmg floor where they had stood for years, were 
now removed to o^er premises, and went mute wifh 
sorrow. Heavy old tables, that hadn't stirred one of 
their Countless legs for half a Century, were now com- 
pelled to budge ; and potatoes, whose grandfathers 
and great grandfathers had slept together in the same 
bed, were now removed beyond nodding distance. 
Joking apart, it was a cruel case. The women and 
children wept, and some of the old settlers actually 
died of a broken heart. Several years have elapsed 
since the fire king first went whizzing through on his 
wings of steam ; but the Dul?eh farmers have not yet 
learaed to look on hitn wil4K)ut a muttered ^rse j 
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with fear and itembUng, they guide^hek ^tedc horse* 
and slow-and-sure wagcMis ot^ the erosstngs, ex-» 
pecting, every instant, to be reduced to impalpable 
powder. 

Poor old men ! what will they say when Tail-roads 
are carried through all their old se^ed-^i^ds of ojan- 
ion, theological and pc^itical ? As yet, there are no 
twilight f(»e-shadowings of such possilnlities; but 
assuredly, the day will come, when ideas, like pota^ 
toes, will not be allowed . to sjHrout up peaceably in 
the same hillock where their venere^le pro^nitors 
vegetated from time immemoriaL 

As yet, no rival spireahere p©intto the same hea«* 
ven. There stands the Duteh Reformed Church, with^ 
its red body, and low white tower, just where stood 
the small sUme church, in whidi Major Andre was 
tried and sentenced. The modem church (I mean 
the building) is larger than the one of olden timej 
but creed and customs, somewhat of the sternest, 
have not changed one hair's breadth. I thought of 
this, as I looked at the unsighUy edifice ; and sud« 
denly there rose up belcnre me the image of some ot 
our modem disturbers, stalking in among these wor* 
shipping antediluvians, and pricking their ears with 
the astounding intelligen<5e, that they were ^ a d^i of 
thieves,' and a * hill of hell.' 'Tis a misfortune to 
have an imagination too vivid. I cannot think ol' 
that red Dutch church, without a crowd of images 
that make me laugh till the tears come. 

Not far from the church is a small stone building, 
used as a tavern. Here they showed me the identic 
cal room where Andre was imprisoned. With tfie 
exception of new plastering, it remains the same as 
Aen. It is long, low, and narrow, and bein^ with- 
out furniture or fireplace, it still has rather a jail-like 
look. I was sorry for the new plastering ; for I hoped 
to find scMiie record of prison thoughts cut in the 
walls. Two doves were cuddled together on a bench 
in one cozD^r, and lodged in^ somewhat mf^latnchol^ 
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mood. These mates were all alone in -that silent 
apartment, where Andre shed bitter tears over the 
miniature of his beloved* Alas for mated human 
hearts ! This world is too often for them a pilgrim- 
age of sorrow. 

The miniature, which Andre made sueh strong 
efforts to preserve, when everything else was taken 
from him, and which he carried next his heart till 
the last fatal moment, is ge^ierally supposed to have 
been a likeness of the beautiful, graceful, and highly- 
gifted Honora Sneyd, who married Richard Lovd 
Edgeworth, and thus became step-mother to the cele- 
brated Maria Edgeworth. A strong youthful attach- 
ment existed between her and Major Andre ; but ht 
some reason or other they separated. He entered the 
army, and died the death of a felon. Was he a felon" ? 
No. He was generous, kind, and brave. His noble 
nature was perverted by the maxims of war ; but 
tlie act he committed for the British army was what! 
an American officer would have gloried in doing for 
his own. Washington employed spies ; nor is it pro- 
bable that he, or any other military commander, 
would have hesitated to become one, if by so doing he 
could get the enemy completely into his power. It 
is not therefore a sense of justice, but a wish to in- 
spire terror, which leads to the execution of spies* 
War is a game, in which the devil plays at nine-pins 
with the souls of men. % 

Early the next morning, we rose before the sun, 
and took a wagon ride, of ten milfes, to Rockland 
Lake. The road was exceedingly romantic. On cwie 
side, high, precipitous hills, covered with luxuriant 
foliage, or rising in perpeiuiicular masses of stone, 
singularly like the fagade of some ruined castle ; oii 
the other side, almost near enough to dip our hand9 
in its waters, flowed the broad Hudson, with a line of 
glittering light along its edge, amiouncing the coming 
sun. Our path lay straight over the high hiHsf 
full of rolling stones, and innumerable elbows; for ik 
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wemt rottnd about to avoid every loek, as a good, old- 
fashioned Dutch path should, in prophetic cimtempt 
of rail-roads. But all around was verdure, abundance, 
and beauty; and we could liave been well content to 
wind round and round among those picturesque hills, 
like Peter Rugg, in his. everlasting ride, had not the 
advancing sun given premonitory symptoms of the 
fiercest heat. We plainly saw that he was pulling 
the corn up by the hair of its head, and making the 
grass grow with a forty horse power. At last, the 
lake itself opened upon us, with whole troops of lilies. 
This pure sheet of water, more than a mile long, is 
inclosed by a most graceful sweep of hills, verdant 
with foliage, and dotted with golden grain. It is as 
beautiful a scene as my eye ever rested on. * A piec^ 
of heaven let fall to earth.' At the farm where we 
lodged, a summer house was placed on a verdant 
curve, which swelled out into the lake, as if a breeze 
had floated it there in play. There I sat all day 
long, too happy to talk. Never did I thus throw my- 
self on the bosom of Nature, as it were on the heart 
of my dearest friend. The cool rippling of the water, 
the whirring of a humming-bird, and the happy 
notes of some little warbler, tending her nest directly 
over our heads, was all that broke silence in that 
most beautiful temple. 

After a while, our landlord came among us. He' 
had Jpeen a sailor, soldier, Indian doctor, and farmer; 
but the incidents of his changing life had for him no 
deeper significance than the accumulation of money. 

I sighed, that man alone should be at discord with 
the harmony of nature. But the bird again piped a 
welcome to her young ; and no other false note in- 
truded on the universal hymn of earth, and air, and 
sky. 

At twilight, we took boat, and went paddling about 
among the shadows of the green hills. I wept when 
I gave a farewell look to Rockland Lake; for I had 
jio hope that I should ever again see her lovely face, 
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<nr Hstea to her imo^y voice : and none bnt Him, 
who speaks through Nature, can ever know what 
heavenly things she whispered in my ear, that happy 
summer's day. 



LETTER XXVL 

September 1, 1842: 

From childhood, I have had a most absorbing pas- 
sion for flowers. What nnheard-of qualities of 
moss and violets have I trailed from their shady 
birthplace, to some little nook, which fate allowed 
me, for the time being, to call my home ! And then, 
how I have pitied the poor things, and feared they 
would not be so happy, as if I had left them alone; 
Yet flowers ever seemed to thrive with me, as if they 
knew I loved them. Perchance they cUd ; for invis- 
ible radii, inaudible language, go forth • from the 
souls of all things. Nature ever sees and hears it ; 
as man would, were it not for his self-listening. 

The flowers have spoken to me more than I can 
tell in written words. They are the hieroglyphics 
of augels, loved by all men for the beauty of the char- 
acter, though few can decypher even fragments of 
their meaning. Minerals, flowers, and biiSs, among 
a thousand other tri-une ideas, ever speak to lue of 
the Past, the Present, and the Future, The Past, 
like minerals, with their fixed forms of gorgeous but 
unchanging beauty; the Present, like flowers, grow- 
ing and ever changing — ^bud, blossom, and seed- 
vessel, — seed, bud, and blossom, ill endless progres- 
sion; the Future, like birds, with winged aspirations, 
and a voice that sings into the clouds. Not separate 
are past, present, and future; but one evolved from 
th(^ other, like the continuous, ever-rising line of the 
spiral ; and not separate arc minerals, vegetable, 
and animals. The same ipoul pervades them all; 
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Ifeey ^re but higher and higher types o€ tlte seif-same 
Ideas; spirally -they rise, one out of the other, 
Strike away on^ curve in the great growth of the 
universe, and the stars themselves would fa IL Soosf 
glimpses of these arcana were revealed to the an^ 
cients; hence the spiral line occurs frequently among 
the sacred and mysterious emblems in their templest 

There is an aetronoi^ical theory that this earth, by 
a succession of spiral movements, is changing its po- 
sition, until its poles will be brought intoharpaonioqj 
relation with the poles of the heavens ; then sunshine 
will equally overspread the globe^ and Spring become 
perpetual. I know not whether this theory be coi^ 
rect ; but I think it is- — for reasons not at all allied 
with astronomical knowledge. If the millenium, so 
long prophesied, ever comes, if the lion and the lamb 
ever lie down together within the souls of men, tb^ 
outward world jxmst likewise come into divine order, 
and the pol^ of the earth will harmonize with the 
poles of the heavens ; then shall universal Spring 
reign withoiU, the emblem and offspring: of universai 
Peace within. 

Everywhere in creation, we find visible types of 
these ascending series. Everything is interlinked; 
each reaches one hand upward and one downward, 
and touching palms, each is interclasped with ail 
above and all below. Plainly is this truth written 
on the human soul, both in its individual and uni- 
versal progress ; and theref&re it is inscribed on all 
material forms. But yesterday, I saw a plant called 
the Crab Cactus, most singularly like the animal 
from which it takes its name. My companion said 
it was * a strange freak of Nature.' But I knew it 
was no freak. I saw that the cactus and the crab 
meant the same thing — one on a higher plane than 
the other. The singular plant was the point where 
fish and vegetable touched pahns ; where the ascend- 
ing spiral circle passed into each other. Thwre^is 
another Cactus ihsX resembles the Sea Urchin ; and 
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tm^iber, fike the Sfer-fish. In fe<^ fliey aB deem 
allied to the crUstaceous tribe o$ animals ; and from 
the idea, which this embodies, sprung the fancy that 
feiries of the earth sometimes formed strange union 
with merrbws of the sea. Every fancy, the wildest 
Itnd the strangest is somewhere in the universe of 
God, a fact. 

Atiother indication of interlinking series is found 
in the zoophytes, the strangest of all linkis between 
the vegetable and animal world ; sometimess growing 
from a stem like a plant, and radiating like a blos- 
som, yet devouring insects and digesting them, like 
.an animal Behold minerals in their dark mines 1 
how they strive toward efftorescence, in picturesque 
imitation of foliage and tendrils, aftd roots, and tan- 
gled vines. Such minerals are approaching the circle 
of creation that lies above them, and from which 
they receive their life ; mineral and vegetable here 
touch palms, and pass the electric fluid that pervades 
all Ufe. 

• As the approach of different planes in existence is 
indicated in forms, so is*it in character and uses. 
Among minerals, the magnet points ever to the 
North ; so is there a plant in the prairies, called by 
travellers the Polar Plant, or Indian Compass, be- 
cause the plane of its leaf points due North and 
South, without other variation than the temporary 
ruffling of the breeze. 

If these secrets were clearly read, they might 
throw much light on the science of healing, and per- 
haps reconcile the clashing claims of mineral and 
vegetable medicines. Doubtless every substance in 
Nature is an antidote to some physical evil ; owing 
to some spiritual cause, as fixed as the laws of ma- 
thematics, but not as easily perceived. The toad, 
when bitten by a spider, goes to the plantain leaf, 
and is cured ; the bird, when stung by the yellow 
serpent, flies to the guaco plant, and is healed. If 
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we knew wh|it spiTit^ml evil was repfes^ited by the 
spider's jpoison, and what spiritual good by the plan- 
tain leaf, we should probably see the mystery re- 
vealed. Good always overcomes the evil, which is 
its perverted form; thus love casteth out hatred, 
truth overcomes falsehood, and suspicion camiot live 
before perfect frankness. Always and everywhere is 
evil overcome with good ; and because it is so in the 
3oul of man, it is and must be so in all the laws and 
operations of Nature. 

' There are influences yet uotbou^ht, and virtues, and many inventions. 
And uses, above and around, which man hath not yet regarded. 

There be virtues yet unknown in the wasted foliage of the eln, 

In the sttd-dried harebdl of the downs, and the hyacinth drinking In the Qwadowst 

I* the sycamore's winged fruit, and the fiicet-cot cones of the cedar; 

And the pansy and- bright geranium live not alone for beauty, 

Nor the waxen flower of the arbute, though it dieth in a day; 

Nor the sculptured crest of the flr, unseen but by the stars ; 

And the meanest weed of the garden serveth unto many uses ; 

The salt tamarisk, and juicy flag, the l!rocUed arum, and the daaaf. 

For every green herb, from the lotus to the darnel, 

Is rich with delicate aids to help incurious man.' 

* There is a flnal cause for the aromatic gum, that congealeth the moss arovnd a rose| 

A reason for each blade of grass that reare^h its small spire. 

How kuoweth discontented man what a train of ills might follow, 

If the lowest menial of uature knew not her secret ofiiee f 

1m the perfect circle of creation not an atom could be spared, 

From earth's magnetic zone to the bindweed round a hawthorn. 

The briar and the palm have the wages of life, rendering secret service.' 

I did uot intend to write thus mystically; and I 
feel that these are thoughts that should be i^poken 
into your private ear, not published to the world. To 
some few they may, perchance, awaken a series of 
aspiring thoughts, till the highest touch the golden 
harps of heaven, and fill the world with celestial 
echoes. But to most they will seem an ambitious 
attempt to write something, which is in fact nothing. 
Be it so. I have spoken in a language which few 
understand, and none can teach or learn. It writeii 
itself in sunbeams, on flowers, gems^ and an infinity 
of forms. I know it at ^ glance ; but I learned it ill 
no school. "When I go home and shut the door, it 
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speaks to me, as if it were a voice ; but amid the 
multitude, the sound is hushed. 

This which people call the real world, is not real 
to me; all its sights seem to me shadows, all its 
sounds echoes. I live at service in it, and sweep 
dead lea\res out of paths, and dust mirrors, and do 
errandsj as I am bid ; but glad am I when work is 
done, to go home to rest. Then do I enter a golden 

J)alace, with light let in only from above ; and all 
brms of beauty are on the walls, from the seraph 
before God's throne, to the rose-tinted shell on the 
sea-shore. 

I strove not to speak in mysticism ; and lo, here I 
am, as the Germans would say, * up in the blue' 
again. I know not how it is, my thoughts to-day are 
like birds of paradise ; they have no feet, and will 
not light on earth. 

I began to write about flowers with the utmost 
simplicity; not meaning to twine of them a spiral 
ladder of garlands from earth to heaven. The whole 
fabric arose from my looking into the blue eyes of 
my German Forget-me-not, which seems so much 
like a babe just wakening from a pleasant dream. 
Then my heart blessed flowers from its inmost 
depths. I thought of the beautiful story of the 
Italian child laid on the bed of death with a wreath 
among his golden ringlets, and a bouquet in his little 
cold hand. They had decked him thus for the 
angels; but when they went to place him in his coffin, 
lo, the little cherub was sitting up playing with the 
flowers. 

How tho universal heart of man blesses flowers ! 
They are wreathed round the cradle, the marriage 
altar, and the tomb. The Persian in the far East, 
delights in their perfume, and writes his love in 
nosegays, while the Indian child of the far west 
clasps his hands with glee, as he gathers the abun- 
dant blossoms — the illuminated scripture of the prai- 
ries. The Cupid of the ancient Hindoos tipped his 
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anows with flowers, and orange bods are the ^i^ 
crown with us, a oation pf yesterday. Flowers gafr 
laaded the Grecian altar, and they hang in votive 
wreaths before the Christian shrine. 

AH these are appropriate uses. Flowers should 
deck the brow of the youthful bride, for they are in 
themselves a lovely type of marriage. They should 
twine round the tomb, for their perpetually renewed 
beauty is a sypibol of the resurrection. They should 
festoon the altar^ for their fragrance and their beauty 
ascend in perpetual worship, before the Most High. 



LETTER XXVII. 

September 8, 1842. 

It is curious to observe by what laws, ideas fure 
associated; how, from the tiniest seed of thought, 
rises the umbrageous tree, with moss ahput its foot, 
blossoms on its head, and birds among its branches. 
Reading my last letter, concerning the spiral series 
of the universe, some busy little spirit suggested that 
there should, somewhere in creation, be a flower theit 
made music. But I said, do they not all make 
melody ? The Persians write their music in calour^ ; 
and perchance in the arrangement of flowers, angels 
piay perceive songs and anthems. The close rela- 
tionship between light and miisic has been more g^ 
less dimly perceived by the human mind every- 
where. The Persian, when he gave to each nofe ^ 
colour, probably embodied a greater mystery than 
he understood. The same undefined perception 
makes us talk of the harmony of colours, and th^ 
tone of a picture ; it led the blind man to say th^ 
his idea of red was like the sound of a trumpet ; and 
it taught Festus to speak of * a rainbow of sweet 
sounds.' John S. D wight was inspired with t^^e 
same idea, when he eloquently described music as * 8^ 
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prophecy of what life is to be ; the rainbow of prom- 
ise, translated out of seeing' into hearing.^ 

But I must not trust myself to trace the beautiful 
analogy between light and music. As I muse upon 
it, it is like an opening between clouds, so transpa- 
rent, and so deep, deep^ that it scenes as if one could 
see thr,ough it beyond the farthest star — if one could 
but gaze long and earnestly enough. 

*• Every flower writes music on the air ;' and every 
tree that grows enshrines a tone within its heart. 
Do you doubt it ? Try the willow and the oak, the 
elm and the poplar, and see whether each has not its 
own peculiar sound, waiting only for the master's 
hand to make them discourse sweet music. One of 
the most remarkable instruments ever invented gives 
proof of this. M. Guzikow was a Polish Jew ; a 
shepherd in the service of a nobleman. From earli- 
est childhood, music seemed to pervade his whole 
being. As he tended his flocks in the loneliness of 
the fields, he was for ever fashioning flutes and reeds 
from the trees that grew around him. He soon ob- 
served that the tone of the flute varied according to 
the wood he used; by degrees became to know every 
tree by its sound ; and the forests stood round him 
a silent oratorio. The skill with which he played 
on his rustic flutes attracted attention. The nobil- 
ity invited him to their houses, and he became a 
favourite of fortune. Men never grew weary of 
hearing him. But soon it was perceived that he was 
pouring forth the fountains of his life in song. Phy- 
sicians said he must abjure the flute, or die. It was 
a dreadful sacrifice ; for music to him was life. His 
old familiarity with tones of the forest came to his 
aid. He took four round sticks of wood, and bound 
them closely together with bands of straw ; across 
these he arranged numerous pieces of round, stnooth 
wood, of different kinds. They were arranged irregu- 
larly to the eyci though harmoniously to the ear ; 
16* 
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at one end> and some at the other ^ in and out, in 
apparent confusion* The whole was lashe.d together 
with t^ine, as men w<?uld fasten a raft This was laid 
on a common table, and struck with two spiall ebony; 
i^cks. Rude as the instrument appealed, Guzifcow 
brought from it such rich and liqmd melody, that it 
seemed to take the heart of man on its wings^ and 
bear it aloft to the throne of God. They who haire 
heard it, describe it as far exceeding evea tiie mirae-> 
ulous warblings of Pag^nini's vioUn. The emperor 
of Austria heard it, and fortiiwith took the Pohsh 
peasant into his own especial service. In some of 
the large cities, he now and th^i gave a concert,, by 
royal permission ; and on such an occasion he was 
heard by a friend of mine at Hamburg. 

The countenance of the musician was very pale 
and haggard, and his large dark eyes wildly expres- 
sive. He covered his head, according to the custom 
of the Jews ; but the small cap of black velvet was 
not to be distinguished in colour from the jet black 
hair that fell from under it, and flowed over his 
shoulders in glossy, natural ringlets. He wore tb© 
costume of hi^ people, an ample robe, that fell about 
him in graceful folds. From head to foot all was 
black, as his own hair and eyes, relieved only by the 
burning brilliancy of a diamond on his breast. The 
butterflies of fashion were of course attracted by the 
unusual and poetic beauty of his appearance ; and 
ringlets a la Ghizikow were the order of the day. 

Before this singularly gifted being stood a common 
wooden table, on which reposed his rude-looking in- 
vention. He touched it with the ebony sticks. At 
first you heard a sound as of wood ; the orchestra 
rose higher and higher, till it drowned its voice ; then 
gradually subsiding, the wonderful instrument rose 
above other sounds, clear-warbling, hke a nightin- 
gale ; the orchestra rose higher, like the coming of 
the breeze — but above them all, swelled the sweet 
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tcnief of Uie ma^c im^UmBmtf rieh, liqind, and! 
^oQg, like a sky-lark piercing ^e heavens I They 
who heard it listened in delisted wonder, that th« 
trees could be made to speak thus under the touch of 
genius. 

There is something pleasant to my imaginaticm in 
the fact that every tree has its own peculiar not^, 
and is a performs in the great conc^t of the uni- 
verse, which for ever rises before the throne o( Jeho*- 
vah. Bui when the idea is applied to man, it is 
painful in the extreme. The emperor of Russia is 
said to have an imperial band, in which each man is 
doomed all his life long to sound ofie note, that he 
may acquire the greatest possible perfection. The 
efiect oi the wh<3e is said to be admiraUe; but 
nothing would tempt me to hear this human musical 
machine. A tree is a unit in creation ; though, like 
everything else, it stands in relation to all things. 
But every human soul represents the tmiverae. There 
is horrible profanation in compelling a living spirit 
to utter but one note. Theological sects strive to do 
this continually ; for they cure sects because they 
magnify some one attribute of deity, or see but one 
aspect of the divine government. To me, their frag- 
mentary echoes are most discordant ; but doubtless 
the angels listen to them as a whole, and perhaps 
they hear a pleasant chorus. 

Music, whether I listen to it, or try to analyse it, 
ever fills me with thoughts which I cannot express 
— ^because I cannot sing ; for nothing but music oan 
express the emotions to which it gives birth. Lan- 
guage, even the richest flow of metaphor, is too poor 
to do it. That the universe moves to music, I have 
^o doubt ; and could I but penetrate this mystery, 
where the finite passes into the infinite, 1 should surely 
know how the world was created. Pythagoras sup* 
posed that the heavenly bodies, in their motion, pro- 
duced music inaudible to mortal ears. These mo^ 
tioas he believed an^orm^ to oortain fixed laws. 



t zed by Google 



id0 LSTTEBS PROM m:W-YORK. 

b(t>b*o'4mk poured forth his soul in song; the moek- 
ing-bird hopped nearer, and listened most intently; 
Again he tried ; but it was all in vain. The bob-o'- 
link, as if conscious that none could imitate his God- 
given tune, sent forth a clearer, stronger, richer 
strain than ever. The mocking-bitd evidently feU 
that his reputation was at stake. He warbled all 
kinds of notes in quick succession. You would have 
thought the house was surrounded by robins, spar- 
rows^whippowills, black-birds, and linnets. Hav- 
ing shown off his accomplishments, he again tried 
his powers on the altogether inimitable trill. The 
^ort he tnade was prodigious ; but it was mere ta- 
teit trying to copy genius. He couldn't do it He 
stopped, gasping, in the midst of the prolonged melo- 
dy, and flew away abruptly, in evident vexation. 

Music, like every thing else, is now passing from 
the few to the many. The art of printing has laid 
before the multitude the written wisdom of ages; 
once locked up in the elaborate manuscripts of the 
cloister. Engraving and daguerreotype sptead.the 

Productions of the pencil before the whole people, 
lusic is taught in our common schools, and the 
cheap accordion brings its delights to the humblest 
dass of citizens. All these things are full of prophe- 
cy. Slowly, slowly, to the measured sound or the 
spirit's music, there goes round the world the gold^i 
band of brotherhood; slowly, slowly, the earth 
cbmes to its place, and makes a chord with heav^i. 

Sing on, thou true-hearted, and be not discouraged! 
If a harp be in perfect tune, and a flute, or other 
instrameat of music be near it, and in perfect tun0 
also, thou canst not play on one without waken- 
ing an answer from the other. Behold, thou shalt 
hear, its sweet echo in the air, as if played on by 
the invisible. Even so shall other spirits vibrate to 
the harmony of thine. Utter what God giveth 
thee to say. In the sunny West Indies, in gay and 
graceful Paris, in frozen Iceland, and the deep stiU^ 
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l!i^ of tHe Hindoo jiingle, thou wilt wake a slumber- 
ing echo, to be carried on for ever through the uni- 
verse. In word and act sing thou of united truth 
and love ; another voice shall take up the strain over 
the waters: soon it will become a world concert; — 
and thou above there, in that realm of Hght and love, 
weir pleased wilt hear thy early song, in earth's sweet 
vibration to the harps of heaven. 

/ 

i 



LETTER XXVln. 

iSeptember 29, 1842: 

1 wish I could walk abroad without having misery 
forced on my notice^ which I have no power to relieve. 
The other day I looked out of my window, and saw 
a tall, gaunt-looking woman leading a little ragged 
girl, of five or six years old. The child carried a 
dirty little basket, and I observed that she went up to 
every door, and stood on tiptoe to reach the belL 
From every one, as she held up her little basket, she 
turned away, and came down the steps so wearily, 
and looked so sad— so very sad. I saw this repeat- 
ed at four or five doors, and my heart began to swell 
within me. *I cannot endure this,' thought I: 'I 
must buy whatever her basket contains.' Then pru- 
dence answered, * Where's the use 7 Don't you 
ttieet twenty objects more wretched every day? 
Where can you stop 7' I moved from my window; 
but as I did so, I saw my guardian angel turn away 
ih sorrow. I felt that neither incense nor anthem 
would rise before God from that selfish second 
thought. I went to the door. Another group of 
suffering wretches were coming from the other end 
of the street ; and I turned away again with the feel- 
mg ttiat there was no use in attending to the hope- 
17 
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kss imm of tsamrj anmnd me. I idicNiId hvp% 
closed the door, perhaps, Imt as the little girl caatud 
Bear, I saw on her neck a cross, with a rudely-carved 
image of the crucified Saviour. Oh, blessed Jtesurt 
friend of the poor, the suffering, and the guilty^ whid 
is like thee to guide the erring soul, and soften tht 
iselfish heart*? The tears gushed to roy eyes. I 
bought from the littte. basket a store o( matches for m 
year. The woman offered me change ; but I could 
not take it in sight of that cross. *Ifi the Saviour'41 
Hame, take it aU,' I said, ^a»d buy clothes for thai 
little one.' A gleam lighted up the woman's hard 
features; ehe looked surprised and grateful. But* 
the child grabbed at the money, with at hungry ava* 
rice, that made my very heart ache. Hardship, |Mri- 
vation, and perchance severity, had changed the ge-» 
nial heart- warmth, -the gladsome though^ssnes* of 
childhood, into the grasping sensuality of a world- 
trodden S9ul. It seemed to me the saddest things, 
tiiat in all God's creation there should be one such 
little child. I almost feared they had driven the 
angels away from her. But it is not so. Her 
angel, too, does always stand before the face of her 
Father, who is in Heaven. 

This time I yielded to the melting of my hearty 
but a hundred times a week, I drive back tiie gene- 
rous impulse, because! have not the means to gratify 
it This is the misery of a city like New-York, thai 
a kindly spirit not only suffers continual pain, but is 
obliged to do itself perpetual wrong. At times, I al- 
most fancy I can feel myself turning to stone by in- 
ches. Gladly, oh, how gladly, do I hail any little 
sunbeam of love, that breaks through this cloud of 
misery and wrong. 

The other day, as I came down Broome-street, I 
saw a street musician, playing near the door of a 
genteel dwelling. The organ was uncommonly sweet 
and mellow in its tones, the tunes were slow atid 
plaintive, and I fancied that I saw in the woman'$ 
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&&emeni to parefer the teader andthe melancholy, to 
the lively ' trainer tun^' in voeue with the populace 
She looked like one who had suffered much^ and 
^ sorrowful miasic seemed her own appropriate 
^oice. A Uttle ^l clung to her scanty garments, as 
if afraid of all things but her mother. As I looked 
nt them, a you»g lady of pleasdng countenance 
Upetied the window, and began to sing like a bird, 
in keyring with the street organ. Two oth^ young 
girls came and leaned on her shoulder ; and still she 
tong on* Blessings on her gentle heart ! It was 
evidently the spontaneous gush of human love and 
sympathy. The beauty of the incident attracted at* 
teniion. A group <rf gentlemen gradually collected 
round the organist f and ever as Ih'e tmie «ided, they 
bowed respectfully toward the window, waved their 
liats, and called c«it, 'More, if you please!' One, 
whom I knew well for the kindest and truest soul, 
passed round his hat; hearts were kindled, and the 
eihrer fell in freely. In a minute, four or five dollars 
w^ere collected for the poor woman. She spoke no 
word of gratitude, but she gave much a look ? ^ Will 
you go to the next street, and play to a friend of mine V 
said my kind-hearted friend, ^e answered, in tones 
expressing the deepest emotion, ^Noj sir, God bless 
you all— God bless you all^ (making a courtesy to 
the young lady, who had stept back, and stood shel- 
tered by the curtain of the winSow,) * I will play 
no more to-day; I will go home, now.' The tears 
trickled down her cheeks, and, as she walked away, 
she ever and anon wiped her eyes with the corner ot 
her shawl. The group of gentlemen lingered a mo- 
ment to look after her, then turning toward the now 
closed window, they gave three enthusiastic cheers, 
and departed, better than they came. The pave- 
ment on which they stood had been a church to 
them ; and for the next hour, at least, their hearts 
w:«C€ more than usually prepared for deeds of gen- 
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Ifieneas and metey. Wbf «re sueh ^seenes so une0i&- 
moni Why do we thus repress our sympa^uen, 
and chill the genial eurjeat of nature, by formal eb- 
Bervances and restraints ? 

I thank my heavafily Father for every manifesia* 
tion of human love< I thank him for all experiences, 
be they sweet or bitter, which help me to forgive 
all things, and* to enfdd the whde world wiih 
blessing; ' What shall be our reward,' -says Swe« 
)denborg, ' for loving our neighbour as ourselv^ in 
^is life ? That whim we becon^ angels, we shall 
be enabled to love him better than ourselves.' This 
is a reward pure and holy; the only cHie, which nvf 
heart has not rejected, wh^iever offered as sua • in- 
citement to goodness^ It is this chiefly whkah 
tnakes the happiness of lovers n»»« nearly allied td 
heaven, than any other emotions experi^iced by the 
human heart Each loves the other b^ter than him- 
Beif] each is willing to sacrifice all to the otber-^^ 
nay, finds joy therein. This it is that surrounds 
them with a golden atmosphere, and tinges the world 
with rose-colour. A mother's love has the same an- 
gelic character; more com)detely unselfish, but lack- 
ing the chaxm of perfect reciprocity. 

The cure for all the ills and wrongs, the car«3, the 
sorrows, and the crimes of humanity, all lie in that 
one word, love. It is the divine vitality that every- 
where produces and restores life. To each and eYerj 
one of us it gives Ae power of working miracles, ii 
we will. 

* "Lowe is the story without an end, that angels throng to hear{ 
The word, the king of words, carved on Jehovah's heart.' 

From the highest to the lowest, all feel its influ- 
ence, all acknowledge its sway. Even the poor, 
despised donkey is changed by its magic influenee. 
When coerced and beaten, he is vicious, obstinate, 
and stupid. With the peasantry of Spain, be is a 
petted fSeivourite, almost an inmate of the bous^old. 
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'The chMren bid htm welcome home, and the wife 
feeds him from her hands. He knows them all, aiwi 
he loves them all, for he feels m his inmost heart 
that they all love him. He will follow his master, 
and come and go at his bidding, like a faithful dog ; 
ismd he delights to take the baby on his back, and 
walk him round, gently, on the greensward. His 
intellect expands, too, in the sunshine of affectitm; 
and he that is called the stupidest <rf animals be- 
comes sagacious. A Spanish peasant had for many 
years carried milk into Madrid to supply a set of 
customers. Every morning, he and his donkey, 
with loaded panniers, trudged the well-known round. 
At last, the peasant became very ill, and had no one 
to send to market. His wife proposed to send the 
faithful old animal by himself. The panniers were 
accordingly filled with cannisters of milk, an inscrip- 
tion, written by the priest, requested customers to 
measure their own milk, and return the vessels; 
and the donkey was instructed to set oS with his 
load. He went, and returned in due time with empty 
cannisters ; and this he continued to do for several 
days. The house bells in Madrid are usually so con- 
structed that you pull downward to make them ring. 
The peasant afterward learned that his sagacious 
' animal stopped before the door of every customer, 
and after waiting what he deemed a sufficient time, 
pulled the bell with his mouth. ^If affectionate treat- 
ment will thus idealize the jackass, what may it not 
do ? Assuredly there is no limit to its power. It 
can banish crime, and make this earth an Eden. 

The best tamer of colts that was ever known in 
Massachusetts, never allowed whip or spur to be 
used ; and the horses he trained never needed the 
whip. Their spirits were unbroken by severity, and 
they obeyed the slightest impulse of the voice or 
rein, with the most animated promptitude : but ren- 
dered obedient to aflectioii, their vivacity was always 
17* 
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fsestramed by gjcaee^l doe^iy; He j^stid ii 'vt^s mA 
hors^ as with children; if accustomed tp beating 
they would jdwH obey without it- But if managed 
with untiring gentleness, wiited with consistent aod 
very equable firninie^s^ the victory one© gained ov^ 
them, was gained for ever. 

In the face of all these facts, the world goes oa 
manufacturing whips, spurs, the gallows, and chains^ 
while each CMoe carries within his own soul a divine 
substitute for these devil's inv^aticms^with which h<e 
weight work mixacles, inward and outward, if he 
w&uld* Unto this wd let us work with unfaltering 
feith. Great is the strength of an individual sou^ 
true to its high trust; — ^mighty is it even tp tl^ 
redemption of a world. 

A German, whose sense of sound was pxceedingly 
acute, was passing by a church, a day or two after 
he had lapded in this country, and the sound of mu- 
sic attracted him to enter, though he had no know- 
ledge of our language. The music proved to be a 
piece of nasal psalmody, sung in most discordant 
lashipn ; and the sensitive German woiJd fein have 
covered his ears. As this was scarcely civil, and 
might appear like insanity, his next impulse was to 
rush into the open air, and leave the hated sounds 
behind him. ' But this too I feared to do,' said he, 
* lest offence might be given ; so I resolved to endure 
the torture with the best fortitude I could assume ; 
when lo ! I distinguished amid the din, the soft clear 
voice of a woman singing in perfect tune. She made 
no effort to drown the voices of her companions, 
neither was she disturbed by their noisy discord ; but 
patiently and sweetly she sang in full, rich tones : 
one after another yielded to the gentle influence; 
and before the tune was finished, all were in perfect 
harmony.' 

I have often thought of this story as conveying an 
instructive lesson wr reformers. The spirit th^t 
can dius sing patiently and sweetly in a world of 
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tti($Qid, lAust indeed be df the strongest, as well as 
#ie gentlest kind. One scarce can tiear hi» ovm soft 
vmce aisiid the braying of the niultt<tttde ; and ever 
tind anon comes the tecnpta^n to sing lender than 
liiey, and dtown the voices that cannot thus be 
forced into perfect tune. But this were a pitiful ex^ 
^rimcait; the melodious tones, cracked into shrill- 
ness, would only increase the tumult. 

Stronger, and more frequently, corned the tempta- 
^on to stop singing, and let discord do its own wiM 
work. But blessed are they that endure to the eai 
-*— ianging patiently and sweetly, till all join in with 
loving acquiescence, and universal harmony prevails 
without forcing into submission the free discord o£ a 
single voice. 

• This is the haikiest and the bravest task, which a 
true soul hds to perform anrid the clashing elements 
of time. But once has it been done perfectly, unto 
the end ; and that voice, so clear in its meekness, is 
beard above all the din of a tumultuous world ; one 
after another chimes in with its patient sweetness, 
and, through infinite discords, the listening soul can 
perceive that the great tune is slowly cwning into 
harmony. 



LETTER XXIX. 

OctoW 0, 1842. 

I went last week to BlackwelPs Island, in the 
East River, between the city and Long Island. The 
environs of the city are unusually beautiful, consi- 
dering how far Autumn has advanced upon us. Fre- 
quent rains have coaxed vegetation into abundance, 
and preserved it in verdant beauty. The trees are 
bung with a profusion of vines, the rocks are dressed 
in nature's green velvet of moss, and from every little 
cleft peeps the rich* foliage of some wind-scattered 
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seed. The tslai^ ilsdf |iteiffl!ita a-quiet loireliMm if 
scenery) unsurpassed Iry aaythiug I have ev^ wair 
nessed ; though NcUure and I are old friends, and ^oi^ 
has shown me many of her choicest pictures, ib 4t 
hght let in only from above. No fcurm of gjrace&d- 
ness can compare with the bend of flowing waters 
all round a»d lound a verdant iriand. The circle 
typifies Love ; and they who read the spiritital ^at- 
prfiabet, will see that a circle of wat^r9 muat needs be 
Very beau^ful. Beautiful it is^ even when the iau»> 
guage it speaks is an unknown tongue. Then th^ 
green hills beyond look so very pleasant in the sunr 
shine, with himes^ nestling among them, like dimples 
on a smiling face. The island itself abounds with 
charming n<^s— open wells in shady places, screened 
hy large weepmg willows; gard^is and arbours rm^ 
ning down to the river's eidge, to look at themselves 
in the waters;^ and pretty boats, Uke white- winged 
birds, chased by their shadows, and breaking the 
waves into gems. 

But man has profaned this charming retreat. He 
has brought the screech-owl, the bat, and the vulture, 
into the holy temple of Nature. The island belongs 
to government ; and the only buildings on it acs 
penitentiary, mad-house, and hospital ; with a few 
dwellings occupied by people connect^ with those 
institutions. The discord between man and natuee 
never before struck me so painfully ; yet it is wise 
and kind to place the erring and the diseased in 
the midst of such calm, bright influences. Man may 
curse, but Nature for ever blesses. The guiltiei^ of 
her wandering children she would fain enfold within 
her arms to the friendly heart-warmth of a mother's 
bosom. She speaks to them ever in the soft, low 
tones of earnest love : but they, alas, tossed on the 
roaring, stunning surge of society, forget the quiet 
language. 

As I looked up at the massive walls of the prison, 
it did my heart good to see doves nestling within the 
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liii^lllNr' df the deep, nmmm, gmtad window^s. 1 
^ou^ what blessed litfe messengers of heaven they 
Would appear to me, if I were in prison ; but in* 
«tantly a shadow passed orer the sunshine of my 
thought* Alas^ doves do not speak to their souls, as 
they wotrid to mme ; for they have lost tteir love fo£ 
ibhild-like, and gentle things. How have they lost 
it? S6ciety, with its unequal distribution) its per^ 
-rerted educati<m, its manifold injustioe, its cold neg- 
teet, its biting mockery.' has taken from them tbs 
^ifts of God, They sure placed here, in the midst of 
g»een hills, and flowing Btreams, and cooiiig doves, 
after the heart is petrified against the genial influence 
^ all such sights and sounds, 
^ As usaal, titie organ of justice (which phrenolo* 
^sts say is imusuaUy developed in my head) was 
ipoused into gi^at activity by the sight of priscmera. 
* Would you have them prey on society T said one 
^ my oompanions. I answered, ^ I am troubled that 
society has preyed upon them^ I will not enter into 
an argument about the right of soc^ty to punish 
these siiiDers; but I say she made them sinners. 
How much I have done toward it, by yidding to 
popular prejudices, obeying false customs, and sup- 
Stressing vital truths, I know not; but doubtless I 
iiave done, and am doing, my share* God forgive 
me. If He dealt with us, as we deal with our bro- 
tiier, who could stand before him Y 

While I was there, they brought in the editors of 
the Flash, the Libertine, and the Weekly Rake. My 
ver^oul loathes such polluted publications ; yet a 
sense of justice again made me refractory. These 
men were perhaps trained to such service by all the 
ttocial influences they had ever kopwn. They dared 
to publish what nine-tenths of all around them lived 
»nreproved. Why should they be imprisoned, while 
flourished in the full tide of editorial suc- 
cess, circulating a paper as immoral, and perhaps 
izu>re dangerous, because its indecency is slightly 
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j&thA 1 Why tii^mii ^i^ Weekfy £a]i^ be ^dmt b^ 
when daily rakes walk Broadway in &aB bioadcktk 
and silk velvet? . . ^ 

Many more than half the inmates of the p^it«i» 
tiary were women ; and (^ course a large pxc^Mutida 
of them were taken up as ^ street-walkers.' Th# 
men who made them such) who, perdianoe, caused 
the love of a human heart to be its ruin, and changed 
tenderness into sensuality and crime— these men hv« 
in the * ceiled houses' of Broadway, and sit in coun*^ 
cil in the City Hall, and pai^ 'regulations' to cleat 
the streets Aey have filled with sin. And do jon 
suppose their poor victims do not feel the injusUce of 
society thus Iregulated? Think you they respect th« 
laws ? Vicious they are, and they may be both igno- 
rant and foolish ; but, nevertheless, they are too wise 
to respect such laws. Their whole being cries otrt 
that it is a mock^y ; all tiieir experience proves that 
society is a gaarae of chance, where the cunning slip 
Arough, ana the strong leap over. The criminal 
feels this, even when incapable of reasoning upon it. 
The laws do not secure his rev^erence, beeause he 
sees that their operation is unjust. The secrets of 
prisons, so far as they are revealed, all tend to show^ 
that the prevailing feeling of criminals, of all grades; 
is that they qxq wronged. What we cd\\ jtistice^ they 
regard as an unlucky chance ; and whosoever looks 
calmly and wisely into the foundations on which 
society rolls and tumbles, (I cannot say on which it 
rests, for its foundations heave like tiie sea,) wiUper*- 
ceive that they are victims of chance. ^ 

For instance, everything in school-books, sociai 
remarks, domestic conversation, literature, public fes- 
tivals, legislative proceedings, and popular honours^ 
all teach the young soul that it is noble to retaliate, 
mean to forgive an insult, and unmanly not to resent 
a wrong. Animal instincts, instead of being brought 
into subjection to the higher powers of the soul, are 
thus cherished into more than natural activity Gt, 
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^mt&m ttes edu<»tpd, ooe ^ters the anrry, kflls 
a hundred Indians, hangs their scalps on a tree, is 
made major general, and considered a fitting can- 
4idate for the presickncy* The second goes to the 
jSouthwest to reside; some 'roarer' calk; him a ras- 
iml — a phrase not misapplied, perhaps, hut necessary 
to he resented; he agrees to settle the question of 
honour at ten paces, shoots his insulter through, the 
heart, and is hailed hy society as a brave man. The 
third lives in New- York; a man enters his office, 
nud, true, or untrue, calls him a knave. He fights, 
JUlk his adversary, is tried by the laws of the land, 
^d hung. These three men indulged the same pas- 
ai<Mi, acted from the same motives, and illustrated 
the same education ; yet how different their fate ! 

With regard to dishonesty, too — the maxims of 
trade, the customs of society, and the general unre- 
flecting tone of public conversation, all tend to pro- 
mote it. The man who hsis made * good bargains,' 
is wealthy and honouried; yet the details of those 
bargains few would dare to pronounce good. Of two 
young men nurtured under such influences, one be- 
comes a successful m^chant ; five thousand dollars 
are borrowed of him ; he takes a mortgage on a house 
worth twenty thousand dollars; in the abscmce of 
the owner, when sales are very dull, he offiers the 
house for sale, to pay his mortgage; he bids it in 
himself, for four thousand dollars ; and afterwards 
persecutes and imprisons his debtor for the remain** 
ing thousand. Society calls him a shrewd business 
man, and pronounces his dinnersexcellent; the chance 
k, he will be a magistrate before he dies. The other 
young man is unsuccessful ; his necessities are great ; 
he borrows some money from his employer's drawer, 
perhaps resolving to restore the same; the loss is 
discovered before he has a chance to refund it ; and 
society sends him to 'Blackwell's island, to hannner 
s^tone with highway robbers. Society made both 
these men thieves ; but punished the one, while she 
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rewarded the other. That criminals so nhiversalifjr 
feei themselves vicJtlms of injustice, is one strong 
proof that it is true ; for impressions entirely with- 
out foufidation are not apt to become universal. If 
society does make its own criminals, how shall she 
cease to do it ? It can be done only by a change in 
the structure of society, that will diminish the temp- 
tations to vice, and increai^e the encouragements to 
Trrtue. If we can abolish poverty, we shall have ta- 
ken the greatest step towards the abolition of crime ; 
and this will be the final triumph of the gospel of 
€hrist. Diversities of gifts will doubtless always 
exist ; for the law written on spirit, as well as mat- 
ter, is infinite variety. But when the kingdom of 
God comes ' on earth as it is in heaven,' there will 
not be found in any comer of it that poverty which 
hardens the heart under the severe pressure of physi- 
cal suffering, and stultifies the intellect with toil for 
mere animal wants. When public opinion regards 
wealth as a means, and not as an end, men will no 
longer deem penitentiaries a necessary evil ; for 
society will then cease to be a great school for crime. 
In the meantime, do penitentiaries and prisons in- 
crease or diminish the evils they are intended to 
jemedy? ' 

The superintendent at Blackwell told me,, unask- 
ed, that ten years' experience had convinced him 
that the whole system tended to increase crime. He 
said of the lads who came there, a large proportion 
had already been in the house of refuge ; and a large 
proportion of those who left, afterward went to Sing 
Sing. ' It is as regular a succession as the classes 
in a college,' said he, ' from the house of refuge to 
the penitentiary, and from the penitentiary to the 
State prison.' I remarked that coercion tended to 
rouse all the bad passions in man's nature, and if 
long continued, hardened the whole character. M 
know that,' said he, ' from my own experience; all 
the devil there is in me rises up when a man at- 
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ifmpts to ccnnpel me. Butwhui.canl^do? I am 
ciUged to be very strict WhfJfi my feelings tempt 
jEue to unusual indulgence, a bad use is almost 
filways made of it. I see that the system faik to 
produce the effect intended; but I cannot change the 
result, 

I felt that his words were tpue. He could not 
change the influence of the system, while he dis- 
charged the duties of his office ; for the same reason 
that a man cannot be at once slave-driver and mis- 
sionary on a plantatictti. 1 allude to the necessities 
of the office, and do not mean to imply that the cha- 
racter of the individual was severe* On the contrary, 
the prisoners seemed to be made as comfortable as 
was compatible with their situation. There were 
watch-tpwers, with loaded guns, to prevent escape 
from the island ; but they conversed freely with each 
other as they worked in the sunshine, and very few 
of them looked wretched. Among those who wei^e 
sent under guard to row us back to the city, was one 
who jested on his own situation, in a manner which 
showed plainly enough that he looked on the whole 
thing as s^ game of chance, in which he happened to 
be the loser. Indulgence cannot benefit such cha- 
racters. What is wanted is, that no hunmn being 
should grow up without deep and friendly interest 
frona the society round him ; and that none should 
feel himself the victim of injustice, because society 
punishes the very sins which it teaches, nay drives 
men to commit The world would be in a happier 
condition if legislators spent half as much time and 
labour to prevent crime, as they do to punish it 
The poor need houses of encouragement ; and society 
gives them houses of correction. Benevolent institu- 
tions and reformatory societies perform but a limited 
and temporary use. They do not reach the ground- 
.work of ev^il; and it is reproduced too rapidly for 
them to keep even the^urface healed. The natural 
18 ^ 
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j^yMBtaneoos ii^U^!iees of docfety shouH be suchai 
to supply men with healthy motiviEJs, and gire ftill} 
free play to the aflfectwn^, and the faculties. It is 
homWe to see our yovmg men goaded on by tHc 
fiarce^ speculating spirit of the age, from the conta- 
gion of which it is almost impossible to escape, and 
&en see them tortured into tti^dtiess, or driven to 
crime, by fluctuating changes of the money-miarket. 
The young soul is, as it were, entangled in the great 
me^reilesB machine of a falsely-constructed society; 
the steam he had no hand in raising, whirls hini 
hiliier and thither, and it is altogether a lottery- 
chance whether it crushes or propels him. 

Many, who are mourning ever the too obvious 
diseases of the world, will smile contemptuously at 
the idea of reconstruction. But let them reflect a 
moment upon the immense changes that have already 
eome over society. In the middle ages, both noble 
and peasant would have laughed loud and long at 
the prophecy of such a state of society as now existif 
in the free States of America ; yet here we are ! 

I by no means underrate modern improvements in 
the discipline of prisons, or progressive meliorations 
in the criminal code. I jriejoice in these things as 
fects, and still more as prophecy. Strong as my 
faith is that the time will come when war and prisons 
will both cease from the face of the earth, I am by 
no means blind to the great difficulties in the way 
of those who are honestly striving to make the best 
of things as they are. Violations of right, continued 
generation after generation, and interwoven into the 
^ whole structure of action and opinion, will continue 
troublesome and injurious, even for a long time after 
they are outwardly removed. Legislators and phi- 
lanthropists may well be puzzled to know what to 
do with those who have become hardened in crime • 
meanwhile, the highest wisdom should busy itselt 
with the more important qxxmmows. How did these 
men bectm^ criminals? A^not social influences 
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l^g^ at faAilt? If soekf^y i» ^ dtmrna}, weare^ 
not well to reform society 7 

It is common to treat the inmates ol poiitentiarieB 
and prisons as if they were altogether railifce our- 
selves — ^as if they belonged to another race; but this 
indicates superficial thought and feeling. The pas^ 
sious which carried those men to prison, exist m your 
own boscHji, and have been gratified, only in a les» 
degree: perchance, if you look inward, with enlight- 
ened self-knowledge, you will perceive that there 
have been periods in your own life when a hair's^ 
breadth further in the wrong would have rendered 
you amenable to human laws ; and that you were 

Srevented from moving over that hair's-breadth boun- 
ary by outward circumstance, for which you de- 
serve no credit. 

If reflections like these make you think lightly of 
siU) you pervert them to a very bad use. They 
should teach you that every criminal has a human 
heart, which can be reached and softened by the 
same means that will reach and soften your own* 
In all, even the most hardened, love lies folded up, 
perchance buried ; and the voice of love calls it forth, 
and makes it gleam like living coals throng ashes* 
This influence, if applied in season, would assuredly 
prevent the hardness, which it has so much power to 
soften. 

That most tender-spirited and beautiful book, en- 
titled * My Prisons, by Sylvio Pellico,' abounds with 
•incidents to prove the omnipotence of kindnes. He 
was a gentle and a noble soul, imprisoned merely for 
reasons of state, being suspected of republican no- 
tions. Robbers and banditti, confined in the same 
building, saluted him with respect as they passed 
bim in the court ; and he always returned their salu- 
tatipns with brotherly cordiality. He says, *One 
€|f them once said to me, ' Your greeting, iSigrMwe, 
does me good. Perhaps you see something in my 
i^^ that is not very bad \ An unJaappy passion led 
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ine to commit a eiwae; but oh, Btgn^te^ I am not, m- . 
dked I am not a villain.' And he Imrst into tears. I 
held out my band to him, but he could not take it 
jMy guards, not from bad feelings, but in obedience 
to orders, repulsed him.' 

In the sight of God, perchance their repulse was 
a heayier crime than that for which the poor fellow 
was imprisoned ; perhaps it made him a ' villain/ 
when the genial mfluence of Sylvio Pellico might 
h^ve restored him a blessing to the human family. 
If these things are so, for what a frightful amount of 
crime are the coercmg and repelling influ^aces of so- 
ciety responsible ! 

I have not been happy since that visit to Black- 
well's Island. There is something painful, yea, ter- 
rific, in feeling myself involved in the great wheel of 
society, which goes whirling on, crushing thousands 
at every turn. >^ This relation of the individual to the 
mass is the sternest and most frightful of all the con- 
flicts between necessity and free will. Yet here, 
too, conflict shouid be harmony, and wili be so. Put 
far away from thy soul all desire of retaliation, all 
angry thoughts, all disposition to overcome or humi- 
liate an adversary, and be assured thou hast done 
much to abolish gallows, chains, and prisons, though 
thou hast never written or spoken a word on the cri- 
minal code. 

God and good angels alone know the vast, the in- 
calculable influence that goes out into the universe of 
spirit, and thence flows into the universe of matter, 
from the conquered evil, and the voiceless prayer of 
one solitary soul. Wouldst thou bring the world 
unto God? Then live near to him thyself. Tf divine 
life pervade thine own soiil, every thing that touches 
thee will receive the electric spark, though thou may- 
est be unconscious of being charged therewith. This 
surely would be the highest, to strive to keep near 
the holy, not for the sake of our own reward here or 
hereafter, but that through love to God we might 
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\i6ss qm neigbbomv The ham»ii scml cftti p^rceire 
this, and y^t th^ beauty of the earth is everywhere 
defaced with jails and g&be<» ! Angelic natures can 
n€^ver deride, else were ^ere loud laughter in heaven 
at the discord betw^;^ man's perceptions and his 
pr^twe. 

Af Long Island Farms I found six hundred chil- * 
dren, supported by the public* It gives them whole- 
aomte ifood, comfortable clothing, and the common 
rudiments of education. For this it deserves praise. 
But the aliment which the spirit craves, the public 
has not to give. The young heart asks for love, 
yearns for love — ^but its own echo returns to it through 
empty halls, instead of answer. 

The institutioii is much lauded by visit^^, and not 
-^i^ithout reason ; for everything looks clean and com- 
fortable, %nd the children appear happy. The draw- 
backs are such as inevitably belong to their situation, 
as children of the public. The oppressive feeling is, 
tliat there are nom&ther^ there. Everything moves 
by machinery, as it always must with masses of chil- 
dren, never subdivided into families. In one place, 
I saw a stack of small wooden guns, and was in- 
formed that the boys were daily drilled to military 
exercises, as a useful meai»s of forming habits of 
order, as well as fitting them for the future service of 
the state. Their infant school evoluticms partook of 
the same drill character ^ and as for their religion, I 
was informed that it was * beautiful to see them 
pray ; for at the first tip of the whistle, they all drop- 
ped on their knees.* Alas, poor childhood, thus doth 
' <?hurch and state ' provide for thee ! The state arms 
thee with wooden guns, to play the future murderer, 
and the church teaches thee to pray in platoons, * at 
the first tip of the whistle.' Luckily they cannot 
' dave the angels' from thee, or most assuredly they 
Xvox^ do it, pro bonoptcbUco. 

Tiie sleeping-rooms were clean as a Shaker*s 
18* 
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ranged side by side, I inquired whether there was 
not a merrf buzz m the morning. ^ They are not 
permitted to-sfyeak at all m die sleeping apartmentsr/ 
replied the aaperintend^it The answer seat a chill 
through my heart. I acknowledged that m such 
large establi^mas^ts llie most exact method was n^ 
cessary, ai^ I knew that the children bad atondaiail 
opportunity for fun and frolic in the sunshine usd 
the open fields, in the after part of the day j but it ie 
so natural for all young things to crow and sing 
when tbey open their eyes to the morning light, thai; 
I could not bear to have- the che^ful instinct per- 
petually repressed. 

The hospital for these children is on the neigh- 
"bouring island of Black well. This establishm^al, 
though dean and well supplied with outward com'^ 
forts, was the most painful si^t I ^ver witnessed. 
About on/^ hundred and fifty children were th«re, 
mostly orphans, inheriting every variety of disease 
from vicious and sickly parents. In beds all of a 
row, ^r rolling by dozens over clean mattii^ on the 
floorr ^e'poor little pale, shrivelled, and blinded 
creatures were waiting for death to come and release 
them. Here the -absence of a mother's love was most 
agonizing; not even the patience and gentl^iess of 
a saint could supply itsplaoe , ai^l saints are rarely 
hired by the public- There was a sort of resigna- 
tion expressed in the countenances of some of the 
little ottes, which would have been beautiful in ma- 
turer years, but in childhood it s|Jbke«(ioumfully o{ 
a withered soul. It was pleasant to think that a 
large proportion of them woyld soon be r^eived by 
the angels, who will doubtless letthem siil^.mi' 
morning. - ' 

That the law e£ Love may cheer "iind bless 
public establishments, has been jHroved by the < 
pje of the Society of Friends. They formerly 1 
an establishment for Uieir own poor^ in the^ty 
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FliilMlelphia, on a plan so simple and sd 'beaatiftil, 
l^at one cannot but moum to think it has giren place 
to more common and iess brotherly modes of relief. 
A nest of small househbkJs enclosed, on three sides, 
an open space deroted to gardens, in which each had 
H share. Here each poor family lived in separate 
rooms, and were assisted by the Society according to 
its needs. Sometimes a widow could support herself, 
with the exception of rent : and in that case, merely 
Tooms were furnished gratis. An aged couple could 
pertiaps subsist yery comfortably, if suppHed with 
house and fuel ; and the friendly assistance was ac- 
cording to their wants. Some needed entire support ; 
and to such it was ungrudgingly given. These pau- 
pers were oftentimes ministers and elders, took the 
highest seats in the meeting-house, and had as much 
influence as any in the affairs of the Society. Every- 
thing conspired to make them retain undiminished 
self-respect. The manner iii which they evinced tfois 
would be considered impudence in the tenets of our 
modem alms-houses. One old lady being supplied 
with a load of wood at her fi>ee lodgings, refused to 
take it, saying, that it did not suit her ; she wanted 
dry, small wood. ' But,' remonstrated the man, *I 
Vas ordered to bring it here.' * I can't help that 
Tell 'em the best wood is the best economy. I do 
not want such wood as that.' Her orders were 
obeyed, and the old lady's wishes ,were gratified. 
Another, who took great pride and pleasure in the 
neatness of her little garden, employed a carpenter to 
make a trelHs for her vines. Some objection was 
made to paying this bill, it being considered a mere 
superfluity. But the old lady maintained that it was 
necessary for her comfort ; and at meetings and all 
public places, she never failed to rebuke the elders. 
* O you profess to do unto others as you would be 
done by, and you have never paid that carpenter his 
bill.' Worn out by her perseverance, they paid the 
Wly and she kept her tMlis of vines. It probftbly 
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was more neeesaary to hex a»3ali»t ihaa many tidngs^ 
th£^ would have considered as not superfiiieus. 

The poor of this eataWishm^t did not feel lika 
dependents,; and were never ^ga^ded as a burden. 
They considered themselves as members of a family, 
receiving from brethren the assistance they would 
have gladly bestowed under areverseofcnpcuaffistances. 
This approaches the gospel standard, ^ace the dawn 
of Christianity, no class of pe^le have ftimished an 
example so replete with a most wise tenderness, as 
the Society of Friends, in the days of its purity. 
Thank God, nothing good or true ever dies. The 
lifeless form faU3 from it, and it Uves elsewhere. 



LETTER XXX. 

Ncm!aiberl3,.18«t 

Oh, who that has not been shut up in the great 
prison cell of a city, and made to drink of its brack- 
ish springs, can estimate the blessings of the Croton 
Aqueduct? clean, sweet, abundant water! Well 
might they bring it thirty miles under-ground, and 
usher it into the city with roaring cannon, sonorous 
bells, waving fiags, floral canopies, and a loud cho- 
rus of song ! 

I shall never forget my sensations when I first 
looked upon the Fountains. My soul jumped, and 
clapped its hands^ rejoicing in exceeding beauty. I 
am a novice, and easily made wild by the play of 
graceful forms ; but those, accustomed to the splen- 
did displays of France and Italy, say the world of- 
, fers nothing to equal the magnificence of the New- 
York Jets. There is such a head of water, that it 
throws the column sixty feet into the air, and drops 
it into the basin in a shower of diamonds. Trtie one 
in the Park, opposite the As tor house, consists of a 
large central pipe, with ei^teen subordinate jets in 
a l^sin a hundred feet Inroad. By slhfting the plate 
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of the conduit pipe, these fountains can be made to 
assume various shapes : The Maid of the Mist, the 
Ctoton Plume, the Vase, the Dome, the Bouquet, the 
Sheaf of Wheat, and the Weeping-willow. As the 
sun shone on the sparkling drops, through mist and 
feathery foam, rainbows glimmered at the sides, as 
if they came to celebrate a marriage between Spirits 
of Light and Water Nymphs. 

The fountain in Union Park is smaller, \Mt scarce- 
ly less beautifal. It is a weeping willow of crystal 
drops ; but one can see that it weeps for joy. Now 
it leaps and sports as gracefully as Undine in her 
wildest moods, and then sinks into the vase under a 
veil of woven pearl, like the undulating farewell 
courtesy of her fluid relations. On the evening of 
the great Croton celebration, they illuminated this 
Fountain with coloured fireworks, kindling the cloud 
of mist with 'many coloured gems ; as if the Water 
Spirits had had another wedding with Fairies of the 
Diamond Mines. 

I went out to Harlaem, tfie other day, to see the 
great jet of water, which there rises a hundred and 
eighteen feet into the air, and falls through a belt of 
rainbows. Water will rise to its level, as surely as 
the morality of a nation, or a sect, rises to its idea of 
God. They to whom God is the Almighty, rather 
than the Heavenly Father, do not understand that 
the highest ideal of Justice is perfect and universal 
Xiove. They cannot perceive this : for both spiritually 
and naturally water never rises above the level of its 
source. But how sublimely it rushes upward to Jind 
its level ! As I gazed in loving wonder on that beau- 
tiful column, it seemed to me a fitting type of those 
pure, free spirits, who, at the smallest opening, spring 
upward to the highest, revealing to all mankind the 
true levd of the religious idea of their age. But, alas, 
here is the stern old conflict between Necessity and 
Pree-wilL The column, by the law of its being, 
would rise quite to the level of its source; but as the 
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impulse, ths^t sent it forUi la swh g^rious Bsmfssifi 
expends itseif, the lateral pressure overpowers th^ 
leaping waters, and sends them downward in tears* ^ 

If we had a tube high enough to defend the strug* 
gling water from surrounding pressure, it would rise 
to its level. Will society ever be so constructed, a9 
to enable us to do this spiritually ? It musl be sq^ 
before ' Holiness to the Lord,' is written on the 
bells of the horses. 

I told my beloved friends, as we stood gazing (m 
that magnificent jet of water, that its grandeur and 
its gracefulness revealed much, and promised more^ 
They smiled, and reminded me that it was a canon, 
of criticism, laid down by Blair, never to liken the 
natural to the spiritual. ^ J have no dispute with 
those who let down an iron-barred portcullis between, 
matter and spirit. The winged soul flies over, and 
sees the whole as one fair region, golden with the 
same sunlight, fresh with the same breezes from 
heaven. 

But I must not offer sybilline leaves in the market. 
Who will buy them ? The question shows that my^ 
spirit likewise feels the lateral pressure. Would I 
could turn downward as gracefully as the waters I 
uniting the upward and the downward tendency in 
an arch so beautiful, and every drop sparkling as iU 
falls into the common reservoir, whence future foun-^ 
tains shall gush in perpetual beauty. 

I am again violating Blair's injunction. His iron 
gate rolls away like a stage curtain, and lo, the 
whole region of spiritual progress opens in glorious 
perspective! How shall I get back to the actual, 
and stay there? If the doctrine of transmigration 
of souls were true, 1 should assuredly pass into a 
bird of Paradise, which for ever floats in the air, or 
if it touches the earth for a moment, is impatient to 
soar again. 
" Strange material this for a reformer ! And I 
tell you plainly that reforming work lies aroun4. 
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me Iflie 'IIkJ ring of Necessity,' and ever and anon 
Freewill bites at the cnrcle. But this necessity is 
oaiy another name for conscience ; and that is the 
voice of Gk)d. I would not unchain Freewill, if I 
eould ; for if I did, the planets would fly out of their 
places ; for they, too, in their far oflF splendour, are 
linked with every fragment we perceive of truth and 
duty. 

But there is a /a&c necessity with which \ve indus- 
ftrtously surround ourselves ; a circle that never ex- 
j^nds; whose iron never changes to ductile gold. 
This is the pressure of public opinion ; the intolera- 
We restraint of conventional forms. Under this des- 
potic-influence, men and women check their best im- 
pulses, suppress their noblest feelings, conceal their 
highest thoughts. Each longs for full communion 
ikritfe other souls, but dares not give utterance to its 
yearnings. What hinders ? iThe fear of what Mrs. 
Smith, or Mrs. Clark, will say ; or the frown of some 
sect ; or the anathema of some synod ; or the fashion 
of some clique ; or the laugh of some club ; or the 
misrepresentation of some political party. Oh, thou 
foolish soul ! Thou art afraid of thy neighbour, and 
knowest not that he is equally afraid of thee. He 
has bound thy hands, and thou hast fettered his feet. 
It were wise for both to snap the imaginary bonds, 
and walk onward unshackled. If thy heart yearns 
for love, be loving; if thou wouldst free mankind, be 
free ; if thou wouldst have a brother frank to thee, 
be frank to him. 

< Be noble! and the nobleness that lies 
In otlier men, aJeeping but never dead^ 
Will rise in mnjesty to meet thine own.' 

' But what will people say V 

Why does it concern thee what they say 7 Thy 
life is not in their hands. They can give thee nothing 
of real value, nor take from thee anything that is 
worth the having. Satan may promise thee all the 
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like a chai^. He had a good dinner, ai^ renamed 
several days, becoming more and more thB pet of tJm 
whole household. He said he had beeai cruelly 
treated by somebody in Providence, and had rum 
away; but the people be described eoutd aot be 
fottnd. The doctor thought it would not do to ha^e 
him growing up in idleness, ai^ he trkdtofindm 
place where he could run of errands, clean knives^ 
<S&c. for his living. An hour after this was mention* 
ed, the boy was missing. In a few wroks, thef 
heard of him in the opposite part of the city, sitting 
on a door-step at dinner-time. When the door open- 
ed, he walked in, smiling, and said, * I am a littte 
boy that run away from Providence ; and I want 
some dinner, and I thought maybe you would give 
me some.* He was not mistaken this time either. 
The heart that trusted so completely received a cor* 
dial welcome. After a time, it was again proposed 
to find some place at service ; and straightway Ihw 
human butterfly was oft', no one knew whither. 

For several months no more was heard of him. 
But one bright winter day, his first benefactor found 
him seated on the steps of a house in Beacon-street. 
'Why, Tom, where did you come from? said he. 
*I came from Philadelphia.' How upon earth did 
you get here 7' *I heard folks talk about New- 
York, and I thought I should like to see it. So I 
went on board a steamboat ; and when it put off, the 
captain asked me who I was ; and I told him that I 
was a little boy that run away from Providence, and I 
wanted to go to New- York, but I hadn't any money. 
*YoU little rascal,' says he, 'I'll throw you overt- 
board.' I don't believe you will, said I ; and hfe 
didn't. I told him I was hungry, and he gave m^ 
something to eat, and made up a nice little bed for 
me. When I got to New- York, I went and sat down 
on a door-step ; and when the gentleman came home 
to dinner, I went in, and told him that I was a little 
boy that run away from Providence, and I was 
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himgty. So they gave me something to eat, and 
made up a nice little bed for me, and let me stay there. 
But I wanted to see Philadelphia ; so I went into a 
steamboat ; and when they asked me who I was, I 
told them that I was a little boy that run away from 
Providence. They said I had no business there, but 
^ley gave me an orange. When I got to Philadel- 
phia, I sat down on a door-step, and when the gentle- 
man came home to dinner, I told him I was a little 
boy that run away from Providence, and I thought 
perhaps he would give me something to eat. So they 
gave me a good dinner, and made me up a nice little 
bed. Then I wanted to come back to Boston ; and 
fevery body gave me something to eat, and made me 
up a nice little bed. And I sat down on this door-step, 
and when the lady asked me what I wanted, I told 
her I was a little boy that run away from Providence, 
and I was hungry. So she gave me something to 
eat, and made me up a nice httle bed ; and I stay 
here, and do h&t errands sometimes. Every body is 
very good to me, and I like every body.' 

He looked up with the most sunny gayety, and 
striking his hoop as he spoke, went down the street 
like an arrow. He disappeared soon after, probably 
in quest of new adventures. I have never heard of 
him since: and sometimes a painful fear passes 
through my mind that the kidnappers, prowling 
about all our large towns, have carried him into 
slavery. 

The story had a charm for me, for two reasons. I 
was delighted with the artless freedom of the win- 
ning, wayward child ; and still more did I rejoice in 
the perpetual kindness, which everywhere gave it 
.such friendly greeting. O, if we would but dare to 
throw ourselves on each other's hearts, how the 
image of heaven would be reflected all over the face 
of this earth, as the clear blue sky lies mirrored in the 
waters. 
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LETTER XXXt 



November 19, 184SL 



To-day, I eannot write of beatrty ; fot I a^ sad 
and troubled. Heart, head, and conscience, are aH 
in battle-arxay against the savage ctxstoms of my 
4ime. By and hy, the law of love, like oil upon i\m 
waters, will calm my surging sympathies, wad make 
the current flow more calmly, though none the lesi^ 
deep or strong. But to-day do not ask me to lovfi 
governor^ sheriff or constable, or any man who defeifib 
capital pimishment. I ought to do it; for genuit^ 
love enfolds ev«n murderers with its. blessing. By 
to-morrow, I think I csm fiemember them withou>t 
bittierneiss J bat to-day, I cioaot Idve tiieni; on my 
8oul^ 1 cannot. 

We.Were to have had an execution y«rfteiid»y; ha^ 
die Afrrfetched prisoner avoided it by iJmcid^i The 
gallbw^ had heen erected for several 1h)uib, aaid with 
a cool refinemtot of cr».el$y^ wa« hpisted: b^are.tiw 
1;j?iadow of the ccmd^amedj the hangihan. "^aa all 
ready to cut the cord; tnershals paced bfeiok ^wi 
forth, smoking and whistling ; spectators were wai^ 
tog impatiently to see whether he would ^ die gaipe*^ 
Printed citculats bad b©ea /haiHied abroad t*> sum?* 
moh the number of wi|;fte3ses r^uired by law : — - 
' you are respectfully invited to witness the executicte 
of John C. Colt.' I trust some of them are pre^ 
Served for musemiis. Specimens irfiould be kept, as 
relics of a barbarous age, for succeeding geqerktions 
to wonder at. They might be hung up in a fram^; 
and the portrait of a New Zealand Chief, picking th© 
bones of ati enemy of his tribe, would bfe an appro- 
priate pendant. 

This bloody insult was thrust into the hands of 
some citizens, who carried hearts under their vestfir, 
and they threw it in tattered fragments to the deigjB 
and swine, as more fitting witnesses than humaa 
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beings, ft was cheering to those who have faith in 
human progress, to see how many viewed the siilv 
ject in this light. ' But as a general thing, the very 
spirit of murder was rife among the dense crowd, 
which thronged the place of execution. They were 
swelling with revenge, and eager for blood. One 
man came all the way from New Hampshire, on 
purpose to witness the entertainment ; thereby show- 
ing himself a likely subject for the gallows, whoever 
he may be. Womefi deemed themselves not treated 
with becoming gallantry, because tickets of admit- 
tance were denied them; and I think it showed inju- 
dicious partiality ; for many of them can be taught 
murder by as short a lesson as any man, and sustain 
it by arguments from Scripture, as ably as any theo- 
logian. However they were not admitted to this 
edifying exhibition in the great school of public 
morals ; and had only the slim comfort of standing 
outside, in a keen November wind, to catch the first 
toll of the bell, which would announce that a human 
brother had been sent struggling into eternity by the 
hand of violence. But whi le the multitude stood with 
open watches, and strained ears to catch the sound, 
and the marshals smoked and whistled, and the 
hangman walked up and down, waiting for his prey, 
lo ! word was brought that the criminal was found 
dead in his bed ! He had asked one half hour alone 
to prepare his mind for departure ; and at the end of 
that brief interval, he was found with a dagger 
thrust into his heart. The tidings were received 
with fierce mutterings of disappointed rage. The 
throng beyond the walls were furious to see him 
with their own eyes, to be sure that he was dead. 
But when the welcome news met my ear a tremen- 
dous load was taken from my heart, I had no 
chance to analyze right and wrong ; for over all 
thought and feeling flowed impulsive joy that this 
* Christian' community were cheated of a hanging. 
19* 
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Th^ Vho ted assemMfed to commit legalized inuri 
*Br, in cold blood, wiUi strange eonfasioA of ideasL 
were ijftinHiidful of tiieir own guilt, while they talked 
of his suicide as a crime eqtral to that for which he 
was condehined. 1 am wiltinb^ to leave it between 
intn and his God. For inyself, I would rather have 
the baTaej3t*of It <m ifay own soul, than take the guill 
of those who would have executed a feUow-creatuire, 
i§e was driveh tt) a fearfdl extremity erf agony and 
'despefration. He wa^ precisely in liie situation of a 
man on board a burning ship, who being c&ihpelUA 
to feice death, jumps into the %aves, as the teast 
oainful niode of the two. But they, who thus drovb 
nim * to walk the plank,' made cool, deliberate pre- 
parations to take life, and With inventive cruelty 
^Ught to add every bitter drop that coiM be added 
to the dreadful cup ot vengeance. 

To me, human life seems so sacred a thing, that 
its violent termination al-ivayis fills me witJi horror, 
whethfer perpetrated by an individual or a crowd; 
whether done contrary to law and custom, or accord- 
ing to law and custom. Why John C. Colt should 
be condemned to an ignominious death for an act of 
resenfment altogether unpremeditated, while men, 
^ho deliberately, and with malice aforethought, go 
out to murder another for some insulting word, are 
judges and senators in the land, and favourite caa- 
didates for the President's chair, is more than I can 
comprehend. There is, to say the least, a strange 
inconsistency in our customs. 

At the same moment that I was informed of tiic 
death of the prisoner, I heard that the prison was on 
fire. It was soon extinguished, but tb« remarkable 
coincidence added not a little to the convulsive ex- 
citement of the hour. I went with a frierid to look 
at the beautiful spectacle; for it ^as exceedingly 
beautiful. The fire had kindled at the very top 
of the cupola, the wind was high, and the flames 
rushed upward, as if the angry spirits below liad 
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thai, for a moment mingted with *ny ^aduairatian off 
that beautiful conflagration 1 -Soeiety had kindled 
all arouiad me a tetd ^xcit^oaent, «iid me of tlye h»- 
fernal sparks fell into ifty.o^irti heai?ti If this wm 
the effect. produced ott Dae, triitt am by nature t^idea^ 
hearted, hy principle o^possedlo all r^taliatkli^^ BtA 
hy social position secluaed fcom eonlttot With erit^, 
-wiiatmust it k^ve feeeti (m thenundspf rowdk^ and 
desperadoes ? The effect of ^icecutiotift on ^^ougbt 
within their influetxee is ^vil^ and nothing but fevil. 
Por a fortnight past, this whide ci*y ha^ been kept 
in a state of corroding exekemenit, either of hope 
Or fear. T^he stem pride of the prisoner teft little 
in his peculiar case to a;ppeaJ[ to the sympB^im of 
society ; yet the instincts of odr co^iyoaon nftluire rose 
up against the sanguinary spirit manifested toward 
him. The nublic were, mioreov^, divided in opimon 
with regard to the legal oonstrtiKtion o£ his crime ; 
and in the keen discussion of legni distinctions^ 
moral distinctions became wofully ccmfused; E^^ 
day hope and fear altecnat^; the natural <etfect of 
all this, was to haye the ^hole thing regarded as a 

fame, in which the criminal hMght^ or miglil i«oty 
ecome the winner ; and evtery experiment of tiiis 
Mud shakes public respect for the laws, from <?entre 
to circumference. Worse thaU all this was the hot^- 
rible amount of diabohcal passion excited. The 
laearts of men were filled with murder; they gloatel 
oyer the thoughts of yeogeance^ and were rabid to 
witness a fellow-creature' s agony. They comaplakied 
loudly that he was not to be hu% hi^ eoouigh &r 
Ithe crowd to see him. * What, a pity !' eKciaimed 
a woman, who stood near me, gazing at the Imiming 
tower ; * thky will haye to give him two hours jBore 
to live.' * Would you feel so, if he were yo»r sanT 
said I. Her countenance changed inatantly. She 
liad not before realized that every criminal Was ^^me*- 
dod^^a son. 
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As we walked liamewafd, we enoeniitertsd a depnl^'. 
sheriff; not the most promiskig material, certamly. 
Hot lessons on humanity ; but to him we spoke of 
the crowd of $avage feces, and the tones of hatred, 
s^. obvious proo& of the bad influence of capital pun* 
ishmeat. ' I know that,' said he; 'but I don't see 
liow we could dispense with it. Now suppose w« 
had fifty murderers shut up in prison £3r life, in- 
stead of hanging 'em ; and suppose there should 
come a revolution ; what an awful thing it would 
be to have fifty murderers inside the prison, to be 
let loose upon the commumty !' * There is another 
side to that proposition,' we answered; 'for every 
criminal you execute, you make a hundred mur- 
derers mUsida the prison, each as dangerous as would' 
be the one inside.' He said perhaps it was so, and 
w^it his way. 

As for the punishment and the terror of such 
doings, they fair most keenly on the best hearts in 
the community. Thousands of men, as well as wo- 
men, had broken and startled sleep for several nights 
jareceding that dreadful day. Executions always 
excite a universal shudder among the innocent, the 
humane, and the wise-hearted. It is the voice of 
God, crying aloud within us against the wickedness 
of this savage custom. Else why is it that the in- 
stinct is so universal 1 

The last conversation I had with the late William 
Ladd made a strong impression upon my mind. 
While he was a sea-captain, he occasionally visited 
Spain, and once witnessed an execution there. He 
said that no man, however low and despicable, would 
consent to perform the office of hangman ; and who- 
ever should dare to suggest such a thing to a decent 
man, would be likely to have his brains blown out. 
This feeling was so strong, and so universal, that 
the only way they could procure an executioner, 
was to offer a condemned criminal his own life, if he 
would consent to perform the vile and hateful office oa 
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anoftret. Somettmeis exectltions were posfpottcd for 
months, because there was no condemned criminal to 
perform the office of hangman. A fee was altotled by 
law to the wretch who did perform it, but* no one 
would run the risk of touching his polluted hand by- 
giving it to him; therefcMre, the priest threw the* purse 
as far as possible ; the odious being ran to pick it up, 
and hastened to escape from the shuddering execra- 
tions of all who had known him as a hangman. 
Even the poor animal iimt carried the criminal and 
his c6iiin in a cart to the foot of the gallows, was an 
object of imiA'-ersal loathing. He was cropped and 
marked, that he might be known as the * Hangman's 
Donkey.' No man, howerer great his needs, would 
tse this beast, either for pleasure or labour; and the 
peasants were so averse to having him poltate their 
fields with his fo6tsteps, that when he was seen ap- 

Sroaching, the boys hastened to open the gates, and 
rive him off with hisses, sticks and stones. Thus 
ddes tte human heart cry out aloud against ihi* 
wicked Jjractice I 

A tacu acfcnowfedgment of the demoraliijitig in- 
fluence oi executions is generally made, in the fact 
that they are fotbiddcai to be public, as formerly. 
The scene is now in a prison yard, instead of opeft 
fields, and n6 spectators are admitted but officers of 
the law, and those especially invited. Yet a favour- 
ite argument in favour of capital punishment has 
be^i the terror that the spectacle inspires in the breast 
of evil doers. I trust the two or three hundred, sin^ 
gled out from the mass of New- York population, by 
particular invitation, especially the judges and civil 
officers, will feel the full weight of the compliment. 
During the French Revolution, public executions 
seemed too slow, and Fouquier proposed to put the 
guillotine under cover, where batches of a hundred 
might be despatched with few spectators. * Wilt 
thou demoralize the guiUotineV asked Callot, re- 
proachfully. 
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as well a3 our gallpws: and what, in the name of aU 
that is villanous, has not hemi established by law? 
I^atipn^T, clans, and classes, engaged in fierce struggles 
of, selfishness and hatred, made laws to strengthea 
each other's power, ?md revenge each other's aggres- 
sions. By slow degr^s,, always timidly and reliKjr 
tantly, society emerges out of the barbarisms with 
which it thus became entangled. It is but a short; 
time ago that men were hungin this country for steaU 
ing. The last human brother who suffered under 
this law, in Masisachusetts, was m wretchedly poot^ 
that when he himg on the gallows,. his rags fluttered 
in the wind- What think you was the comparativ'e- 
guilty in the eye of God, between him and those who 
hung hiJ3a ? Yet, it was according to law ; a^ men 
cried out as vociferously then as tiiey now do, that 
it was not safe to have the law changed. Judge 
McKean, govemot of Pennsylvania, was strongly 
opposed to the abolition of death for steahng, and the 
disuse of the pillory and whipping-post. He was- a 
very humane man, but had the common fear of chang- 
ing old customs. ^It will not dp to abolish these 
salutary restraints,' said the old gentieman ; * it will 
break up the foundatioi;is of society,' Those relies 
of barbarism were banished long ago; but the founda- 
tions of society are in nowise injured thereby. 

The testimony from all parts of the world is inva- 
riable and conclusive, that crime diminishes in pror 
portion to.the mildness of the laws. The real danger 
is in having laws on the statute-book at variance 
with universal instincts of the human heart, and thus 
tempting men to continual evasion. The evasion:, 
even of a bad law, is attended with many mis*- 
chievous results ; its abolition is always safe. 

In looking at Capital Punishment in its practical 
bearings on the operation of justice, an observing 
mind is at once struck with the extreme uncertainty 
attending it The balance swings hither ^nd thither, 
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9SSA JwHtteg, as il^ ^rere, by chance. The sttong in- 
stincts of the heart teach juries extreme reluctance 
to convict for capital offences. They will avail them- 
selves of every loophole in the evidence, to aVoid the 
l>loody responsibility imposed upon them. In this 
way, undoubted criminals escape all punishment, 
^mtil society becomes alarmed for its own safety, and 
insists that the next victim 9hall be sacrificed. It 
was the misfortune of J<ihn O. Colt, to be arrested at 
the time whenr the popular wave of indignation had 
been swelling higher and higher, in consequence of . 
the impunity with which Robinson, White, and 
Jewell, had escaped. The wrath and jealousy which 
ihey had excited was visited upwi him, and his 
chance for a merciful verdict was greatly diminished. 
The scale now turns the other way ; and the next 
offender will probably receive very lenient treatment, 
though he should not have half so many extenuating 
C/ircumstances in his favour. 

Another thought which forces itself upon themind 
in consideration of this subject is the danger of con* 
victing the innocent. Murder is a crime which must 
of course be committed in secret, and therefore the 
proof must be mainly circumstantial. This kind of 
evidence is in its nature so precarious, that men have 
learned great timidity in trusting to it. In Scotland, 
it led to so many terrible mistakes, that they long 
ago refused to convict any man of a capital offence, 
upon circumstantial evidence. 

A few years ago, a poor German came to New*- 
York, and took lodgings, where he was allowed to 
do his cooking in the same room with ^e family. 
TPhe husband and wife lived in a perpetual quarrel. 
One day the German came into the kitchen with a 
clasp knife and a pan of potatoes, and began to pare 
them for his dinner. The quarrelsome couple were 
in a more violent altercation than usual ; but he sat 
with his back toward them, and being ignorant of 
their language, felt in no danger of being involved 
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^nd unexpected ixioveoi#pt, snatohed the knife fr^ft 
his b^d, aiad plugged it in her husba^iid's heaj!^. 
^i^e hiad sjjffieient ^mma/oecf mmi. toirua^ into the 
Mp^, and «c«e3«a lourdef* The poor foi^igfter, ia 
the <in09>i^^lule^ jseeing the wounded aaan reel, spci^ii^ 
forward to oat^h hinsi in 'his aKms, atiil ddPew o«t the 
knife. People jEfom the Mceet crowded in, and fimaA 
hiiu with tJ^ 4ym§ man in his jutiis, tit^ Imife in 
hij» hand^ ^d bloc^ ftipon his elc^es. The wieked 
womao swcHPe, in the most positiyie tatns, that i^ 
bad been figh^pf with her husband; andJiad ^aldied 
him wfth a knife he always carried. The unfcftrt^* 
nate ^eirman knew too little Enghedt to understand 
her aqcusation, or to teU his ©wn ^itory. He Vas 
dragg^ off to prison, a«d the true state of the case 
wa6 made known through an interpreter ; birt it was 
not belieyad. Circttmstantial evidence was exceed- 
ingly strong against the accused, and the real crimi- 
ng swore unhesitatingly that she saw him cotnmit 
the murder. He w&s executed, notwithstanding tb© 
rm^ persefvering efforts of his lawyer, /ohn Anthon, 
Esq,, whose convictWMis of the man's innocence were 
so paiefu^y strong, that fmm that day to this, h^ 
has jeflased to have any connection with a capital 
case. Some yearn after this tra^c event, the woman 
died, and, on her death-bed, cotifessed her agency in 
the diaboUcal transaolkm; but her poor victim could 
receive no benefit from this tardy repentance ; society 
had wantonly thuown away its power to atone fo^' 
*he grievous wrong. 

Many of mv readers will doubtless recotlect fhe 
tragical fate of Btirtcm, in Missouri, on which a n<!rvel 
was founded, which still ciipculates in the libraries. 
A yK)ung lady, belonging to a genteel and very proud 
£|Lmily, in Missouri, was beloved by a young man 
named Burton ; but unfortunately, her affections 
were fixed on another less worthy. He left her witlk^ 
a tsniished fepts^tatti^n. She was by natut^ ener- 
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jettd aitid^ hlj^spirlWrf, her ffenflffly were pi*oud, and 
she lived in Ihe midst of a ^yciety ^hicib cstwisidered 
revenge a virtue, and named it honour. Misled 
fey this false popular sentiment, and her own excited 
feelings, she resolved to repay her lover's treachery 
wMi death. But sheke]^t her secret so well, that 
BO one suspected her purpose, though she purchased 
pistols, and practised with ttiem daily. Mr. Burton 
gave evidence of his strong attachment by renewing 
his attentions when the world looked most coldly 
upon her. His generous kindness won her bleeding 
heart, but the softening influence of love did not lead 
her to forego the dreadful purpose she had formed. 
She wafe^ed for a favourable opportunity, and shot 
her betrayer, when no one was near, to witness the 
horrible deed. Some little incident e:xcited the sus- 
picion of Burton, and he induced her to confess to 
him the whole transaction. It was obvious enou^ 
that suspicion w^uld naturally fasten upoh him, the 
well-known lover of her who had been so deeply in- 
jured. He was arrested, but succeeded in persuad- 
ing her that he was in no danger. Circumstantial 
evidence was fearfully against him, and he soon saw 
that his chance was doubtful ; but with affectionate 
magnaniniity, he concealed this from her. He was 
convicted and condemned. A short time before the 
execution, he endeav^oured to cut his throat ; but his 
life was saved for the cruel purpose of taking it away 
according to the cold-blooded barbarism of the law. 
Pale and wounded, he was hoisted to the gallows be- 
fore the gaze of a Christian community. 

The guilty cause of all this was almost frantic, 
•when she found that he had thus sacrificed himself 
to save her. She immediately published the whole 
*history of her wrongs, and her revenge. Her keen 
sense of wounded honour was in accordance with 
public sentiment, her wrongs excited indignation 
and compassion, and the knowledge that an innocent 
20 



t zed by Google 




I»BMBt» tMM IdMTwywNI. 

and magnatiiHK>us maa had beoi ao brutidly ^realr 
ed, excited a general rev^Usion oi popular feeling. 
No one wished for another victim, and she was left 
nnpunished, save by the dresMdful records of her 
memory. 

Few know how numerows.are the cases whape it 
has subsequently been discovered that the innocent 
suffered instead of the guilty. Yet one such ease in 
an age is surely enotigh to make legislators pa^se 
before they cast a vote against the abolition of Capi- 
tal Punishment. 

But many say, * the Old Testament requires blood 
for blood.' So it requires that a woman should be 
put to death for adultery ; and men for doing woit 
on the Sabbath ; and children for cursing their pa- 
rents ; and ^ If an ox were to push with his horn, in 
time past, and it hath been testified to his owner, 
and he hath not kept him in, but that he hath killed 
a man or a woman, the ox shall be stoned, and his 
owner also shall be put to death.' The commands 
given to the Jews, in the old dispensation, do not 
form the basis of any legal code in Christendom. 
ITiey cottid not form the basis of any civilized 
code. If one command is binding on our consciences, 
aU are binding ; for they all rest on the same au- 
thority. They who -feel bound to advocate capital 
punishment for murder, on account of the law given 
to Moses, ought, for the same reason, to insist that 
children should be executed for striking or cursing 
their parents. 

* It was said by them of old time, an eye for an 
eye, and a tooth for a tooth ; but / say unto you, re- 
sist not evil.' If our *eyes were lifted up,' we 
should see not Moses and Elias, but Jeszis oiuy. 
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LETTER XXXII. 

November 26, 1842. 

Every year of my life I grow more and more cour 
viaced, that it is wisest and best to fix our atteutioa 
on the beautiful apd good, and dwell as little as poa- 
gible on the evil and the fa^se. Society has done my 
spirit grievous wrong, for the last few weeks, with 
its legal bull-baitings and its hired mt^rderers. 
They have made me ashamed of. belonging to the 
human species; and were it not that I struggled 
i^ard against it, and prayed earnestly for a spirit of 
forgiveness, they would have made me hate my race. 
Yet feeling thus,^ I did wrong to fhem^ Most of them 
had merely caught the contagioi^ of murder, and 
ireially were not aware of the nature of the Qend they 
harboured. Probably there was not a single heart 
iii the community, not even the most brutal, that 
iji^ould not have been softened, could it have entered 
jjpitQ confidentiaj intercourse with the prisoner as Dr. 
Anthpn did. AH would then have learned that he 
was a human being, with a heart to be mejted, and 
p, conscience to be roused, like the rest of us; that 
^pder the turbid and surging tide of proud, exaspe- 
, rated feelings, ran a warm current of human affec- 
tions, which, with, more genial influences, might 
have flowed on deeper and stronger, mingling its 
,liiraters with the river of life. All this each one would 
have known, could he have looked into the heart of 
the poor criminal as God looketh. But his whole 
life was judged by a desperate act, done in the insa 
nity of passion ; and the motives and the circum 
stances were revealed to the public only through the 
cold barbarisms of the law, and the fierce exaggera- 
tions of an excited populace; therefore he seemed 
like a wild beast, walled out from human sympa- 
thies, — not as a fellow-creature, with Uke passions 
and feelings as themselves. 
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Cadyle^ in hk Fxmoh RevoltitiQa, speakiagof i 
of the three bloodiest j^d«ea of the Re^a of Terror, 
says : ^ Marat too had a orother, and natural affec- 
tions ; and was wrapt once in swaddling-clothes, and 
rfept saie in a cradle, like the rest of us.' We are 
too apt to forget these gentle considerations whea 
talking of public criminals. 

If we looked into our souls with a more wise hu^ 
mility, we should discover in our own ungovomed 
anger the germ of mid'der ; ajid meekly thank God 
that we, too, had* not been brought into temptations 
too fiery for our str^igth. It is sad to think how 
the records of a few evil days may blot out from the . 
memory of our fellow-men whole years of g^i^rous 
thoughts and deeds pf kindness, and this, too, when 
each one has before hun the volume of his own broken 
resolutions, and oft-repeated sins. The temptation 
which most easily besets you, needed, perhaps, to be 
only a ^ie stronger; you needed only to be suar* 
rounded by circumstances a lUtk more dangerous 
and exoitfaig, wad perliaps you, who now walk 
abroad in the sunshine of respectability, might have 
Gome under the ban of human laws, as you have 
into frequent disobedience of the divine ; and then 
that one fi>ul blot would have been regarded as the 
hieroglyphic symbol of your whole life. Between 
you and the inmate of the penitentiary, society sees 
a difference-so great, that you are scarcely recognized 
«s belonging to the same species ; but there is One 
who judgeth not as man judgeth. 

When Mrs. Fry spoke at Newgate, she was wont 
to address both prisoners and visiters as sinners. 
When Dr. Channing alluded to this practice, she 
meekly replied, * In the sight of God, there is not, 
perhaps, so much difference as men think.' In the 
midst of recklessness, revenge, and despair, there is 
often a glimmering evidence that the divine spark is 
not quite extinguished. Who can tell into what a 
holy flame of benevolence and self-sacri&e it might 
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%ave been kindled, had the man been surrounded 
-ftom his cradle by an atmosphere of love? 

Surely these considerations should make us judge 
mercifully of the sinner, while we hate the sin with 
tenfold intensity, because it is an enemy that lies in 
Vait for us all. The highest and holiest example 
teaches us to forgive all crimes, while we pcMats 
jione. 

Would that we could learn to be kind — ^always 
and everywhere kind ! Every jealous thought I 
cherish, every angry word I utter, every repulsive , 
tone, is helping to build penitentiaries and prisons, 
and to fill them with those who merely carry the 
same passions and feelings farther than I do. It is 
ap awful thought ; and the more it is impressed upon 
tne, the more earnestly do I pray to live in a state of 
perpetual benediction. 

' Love bath a longing^ and a power to save the gathered world, 

And rescue upiversal mgtn from the hunting helHiounds of his doings.' 

And so I return, as the old preachers used to say, 
to my first proposition ; that we should think gently 
of all, and claim kindred with all, and include all, 

-without exception, in the circle of our kindly sym- 
pathies. I would not thrust out even the hangman, 
though methinks if I were dying of thirst, I would 
rather wait to receive water from another hand than 
his. Yet what is the hangman bitt a servant of 
the law ? And what is the law ^ ut an expression 
of public opinion ? And if public opinion be brutal, 
and thou a component part thereof, art tkou not the 
hangman's accomplice? In the name of our com- 
mon Father, sing thy part of the great chorus in the 
truest time, and thus bring this crashing discord into 
harmony ! 

And if at times, the discord proves too sfrong for 

'^thee, go out into the great temple of Nature, and 
drink in freshness from her never-failing foimtain. 
20* 
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she changes iieirer. Ahoi?^ all lUi^oaitioas of opUi- 
ioti, aud ati the tumidt of ihe passion, ^he i^mles 
ever, in various but imehanging Jieauty* I hsi^vB 
gone to her with tears in my ey«s, with a heaart fuU 
T)f Ifae ^adddst forebodings, for myself and all the 
feumatti race ; aiid lo, ishe has shown me a babe pluck- 
ing a white clover, with busy, uncertain little fingoES, 
aad tke child walked straight into my heart, and 
prophesied as hc^fully as an angel; and I believ^ 
her, and wmt on my way rejoicing. The langus^ 
of nature, like ^at of music, is universal ; it speakis 
to the heart, and is understood by all. Dicdeeis be- 
long to clans and sects ; tones to the universe* High 
above all language, floats musk on its amber cloud. 
It is not the exponent of opinionj but o( feeling. T^Jae 
heart made it; tiierefore it is infinite. It reveak^ 
more than language can ever utter, or thoughts con- 
ceive. And high as music is above mere dialects — 
winging its godlike way, while verbs and nouns go 
creej^ng-*-^ven so sounds the voice of Love;, that 
clear, treble-note of the universe, into the heart of 
man, and the ear of Jehovah. 

In sinceife humility do I aokaowledge that if I am 
less guilty than some of nry human brothers, it is 
mainly because I have heenbeloaed. Kia^ emoUons 
and impulses have not been sent back to me, like 
dreary echoes, through empty rooms. Ail around me 
at Ihis moment a/e tokens of a friendly heart- warmth. 
A sheaf of dried grsisses brings near the gentle image 
of one who eathered th^m for love ; a varied group 
of the graceml lady-fern tells me of summer ram- 
bles in file woods, by one who mingled thoughts of 
me with all her glimpses of nature's beauty. A 
rose-bush, from a poor Irish woman, speal^ to rpe 
of her Wessaigs. A bird of Paradise, sent by friend- 
ship, to warm the wintry hours with thoughts of 
sunny Eastern climes, cheers me wi tk i^ floating b^-sm- 
tv, like a fairy fancy. Flower-tokens frwa. the best 
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of neighbours, have comeufl summer long, to bid me 
a blithe good morning, and tell me news of sunshine 
and fresh air. A piece of sponge, eraceful as if it 
grew on the arms of the wave, reminds me of-Grecian 
seas, and of Hylas borne away by water-nymphs ; 
it was given me for its imcommon beauty; and who 
will not try harder to be good, for being deemed a 
fit recipient of the beautiful? A root, which promises 
;to bloom into fragrance, is sent by an old Quaker 
*lady, whom I know not, but who says, ' I would fain 
minister to thy love of flowers.' Affection sends 
childhood to peep lovingly at me from engravings, or 
stand in classic grace, embodied in the little plaster 
cast. The far-off and the near, the past and the 
future, are with me in my humble apartment. True, 
the mementoes cost little of the world's wealth, for 
"they are of the simplest kind; but they express the 
universe — because they are thoughts of love, clothed 
in forms of beauty. 

Why do I mention these things ? From vanity ? 
Nay, verily; for it often humbles me to tears, to 
think how much I am loved more than I deserve ; 
while thousands, far nearer to God, pass on their 
' thorny path, comparatively uncheered by love and 
blessing. But it came into my heart to tell you how 
' much these things helped me to be good; how they 
Were like roses dropped by unseen hands, guiding 
me through a wilderness-path unto our Father's 
mansion. And the love that helps me to be good, I 
would have yx>u bestow upon all, that all may be- 
come good. To love others is greater happiness than 
to be beloved by them ; to do good is more blessed 
than to receive. The heart of Jesus was so full of 
* love, that he called little children to his arms, and 
'folded John upon his bosom; and this love made 
him capable of such divine self-renunciation, that he 
could offer up even his life for the good of tlie world. 
The desire to be beloved is ever restless and unsatis- 
fied; but the love that flows out upon others is a 
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|iefpeliml welt-spring ttem <m tiigh. Tki& source of 
happmess is within the reach of all ; here, if not else- 
where, may the stranger and the friendless satisfy 
the infinite yearnings of the human heart, and find 
dierein refreshment and joy. 

Believe me, the great panacea for all the disorders 
in the universe, is Love. For thousands o{ years the 
world has gone on perversely, trying to overcome 
evil with evil ; with the worst results, as the condition 
of things plainly testifies. Nearly two thousand 
years ago, the prophet of the Highest proclaimed that 
evil could be overcome only with good. But * when 
the Son of Man cometh, shall he find faith on the 
earth V If we have faith in this holy principle, where 
is it written on our laws or our customs'? 

Write it on thine own life : and men reading il 
shall say, lo, something greater than vengeance is 
here ; a power mightier than coercion. And thus the 
individual faith shall become a social faith ; and to 
the mountains of crime around us, it will say, * Be 
thou removed, and cast into the depths of the sea !* 
and they wUl be removed ; and the places that knew 
them shall know them no more. 

This hope is coming toward us, with a halo of 
sunshine around its head ; in the light it casts before, 
let us do works of zeal with the spirit of love. Man 
may be redeemed from his thraldom \ He will be 
redeemed. For the mouth of the Most High hath 
spoken it It is inscribed in written propliecy, and 
He utters it to our hearts in perpetual revelation. 
To you, and me, and each of us, he says, ' Go, bring 
my people out of Egypt, into the promised land.* 

To perform this mission, we must love both the 
evil and the good, and shower blessings on the just as 
well as the unjust. Thanks to our Heavenly Father, 
I have had much friendly aid on my own spiritual 
pilgrimage; through many a cloud has pierced a 
sunbeam, and over many a pitfall have I been 
guided by a garland. In gratitude for this, fain woiiki 
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I beip ctiMiBto be-good^ sjosostdbEig to i^ siHsB meti* 

flure of my ability. My spiritual adventures aare like 
tiiose of the ' little boy that run away from Provi- 
dence.' Wh«i troubled or discouraged, my soul sootB 
itself on some door-step — there is ev«r some one to 
welcome me in, and make ^ a nice little bed' for my 
l^ary heart. It may be a young friend, who.gathers 
£oi me flowers in Summer^ and grasses, ferns, and 
i»d berries in the Autumn ; or it may be sweet Mary 
fiowitt) whose mission it is 'to turn the sunny sid-e 
of things to human eyes;' or Charles Dickens, who 
kjolts with such deep and friendly glance into the 
wunan heart, whether it beats baieath embroidered 
vest, or tattered jacket ; or the serene and gen^ 
Fenelon ; or the devout Thomas a Kempb ; or the 
m©ek-«pirited John Woolman ; or the eloquent hope- 
fulnea» of Ghanmng ; or the cadiedral tones ei Keble, 
or the saintly beauty of Raphael, at the clear melo^ 
dy of Handd. AU speak to me with friendly greet** 
kig, and have scrmewbat to ghre my thirsty souL 
Fain would I do the same, for all ¥4io come to my 
dooTHStep, hungry, and cold, spiritually oc naAurally. 
To the erring and the guilty, above all others, the 
door of my hoart shall never open outward. I have 
too much need of mercy. Are we not all children of 
the same Fatl^r ? and shall we not pity those who 
fiinong pit-falls lose their w^y home? 



LETTER XXXIII. 

December 8, 1843^ 

I went, last Sunday, to the Catbdiic Cathedral, a 
fine-looking Gothic edifice, which impressed me with 
ttiat feeling of reverence so easily inspired in my 
$oul by a relic of the past. I have heard many say 
tfiat their first visit to a Catholic church filled them 
wi^ laughter, their services seemed so absurd a mock- 
^^. It was never thus with me. I know not whether 
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Um A«t 'Nstm« mibw^Ame so lafgel^ ivM iiiifligf 
4mtio» and "with deyeticmal feelings, (^ whether it is 
because I slept for year* with < TtK>mas a Kempid^^ 
Imitation of Christ' under my pillow, and found it 
my greatest consolaticm, and b«5t outward gu^te, 
next to the New Testament; but so it i«, ^at'holy 
old monk is twined all about my heart with loring 
reverence, and the forms which had so deep wpm* 
tual significance to him, could never excite ill me a 
mirthful feeling. Then the mere circumstance of aji- 
tiquity iS' impressive to a character inddiMd to vene- 
lation. There stands the image of what was ^^nee 
a living church. A sort of Congress of Beligiofi» tf 
^e ; with the tiara of the Persian priei^, the staff of 
the Roman augur, and the embroidered mantle of ^t^ 
Jewish rabbi. This is all natural ; for theChri^ryam 
Idea was a resurrectkm from deceased Heatheiiism 
and Judaism, and rose ^leumb^ed with thp gravis 
clothes and jewels of the dead. The Grreek atod Ro- 
man, when they became Christian, still <dung fondly 
to^ the reminiscences o{ their early &ith. Tte undy- 
ing flame on Apollo's serine reappeared in ever-lighted 
candles cwi the Christian altar ; and the same idea 
that demanded vestal virgins for the heathen ten^le^ 
set nuns apart for the Christian sanctuary. TiaJVi 
and embroidered garments were sacred to the imager 
nation of the converted Jew ; and eonservati^mi 
which in man's dual nature ever keeps innovation in 
check, led him to adopt them in his new worship. 
Thus did the spirituality of Christ come to us loaded 
with forms, not naturally and spontaneously flowing 
therefrom. The very cathedrals, v/ith their cluster- 
ing columns and intertwining arches, were ardiitee- 
tural models of t^e groves and * high-places,' sacred 
to the mind of the Pagans, who from infancy had 
therein worshipped their Estrange gods.' The day* 
of the Christian week took the names of heathen de- 
ities, and statues of Venus were adored as Virgin 
Mothers. The bron^ image of St Pet^, U Bxm^ 
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:iviho«a *t0o Itats ha&n IdsseS away bf de^olees, wm 
^onee a statue of Jupiter. An Enflisb traveler took 
.<^ hm hat to il as Jupiter, and asrked him, if he e^^er 
reedvered his power, to reward the only mdividiial 
that ever bowed to him in his adversity. 
.' Let lis not snule at this odd commingUng of reli- 
gious faiths and forms. It is most natural ; and must 
ever be, when a new idea evdves itself from the old. 
.The Reformers, to evade this tendency, destroyed the 
-j^urches, the paintings, and the statues, which habit 
had so long endeared to the hearts and imaginations 
of men ; yet while they flung away, with ruthless 
hand, all the poetry of the old establishment, they 
were themselves so much the creatures of education, 
that they brought into the new order of things many 
eumbrous forms of the<riogy, the mere results of tra.- 
^dition ; and the unpretending fishermen, and tent- 
.eaaker, still remaii^ Saint Peter, and Saint Paul 
, Protestants make no images of Moses ; but many 
divide the homage of Christ with him, and spiriitiaUy 
-kiss his toe. Thus will the glory ol a coming church 
walk in the shadow of our times, casting a radiance 
aver that which it cannot quite dispel. 

I think it is Mosheim, who says, ^ After Christian- 
,ity became incorporated with the government, it is 
difficult to determine whether Heathenism was most 
Christianized, or Christianity most heathenized,' 

Wo for the hour, when moral truth became wed- 
4ed to politics, and religion was made to subserve 
.purposes of state! That prostration of reason to 
authority still fetters the extremest Protestant of the 
nineteenth century, after the lapse of more than a 
thousand years, and a succession of convulsive efforts 
to throw it off. That boasted 'triumph of Christi- 
anity' came near being its destruction. The old fable 
of the Pleiad fallen from the sky, by her marriage 
with an earth-born prince, is full of significance, in 
anary applications; and in none more so, than the 
^at^mpt to advance a spiritual principle by political 
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straightway the powers of this world made it th^ 
'tool. To this day, two-thirds of Christians look out- 
ward to ask whether a ^nng is icmf, ^M not inwaM, 
to ask whether it is right. They have mere legal 
consciences ; and do not perceive that human law is 
sacred only when it is the expression of a divine prin- 
ciple. To them the slave-trade is justifiahle while 
the law sanctk)ns it, and becomes piracy when the 
law pronounces it so. The moral principle that 
changes laws, never emanates from them. It acts 
on them, but never t^?«^A them. They, through whom 
it acts, constittrte the real church of the worid, "by 
whatsoever name they are called. 

The Catholic church is a bad foundation for liberty, 
civil or religious. I deprecate its obvious and unde- 
niable tendency to enslave the human mind; but I 
marvel not that the imaginations of men are chained 
and led captive by this vision of the Past; for it is 
encircled all around with poetry, as with a halO; 
lind within its fantastic pageantry there is much that 
makes it sacred poetry. 

At the present time, indications are numerous that 
the human mind is tired out in the gymnasium of 
controversy, and asks earnestly for repose, protection^ 
mystery, and undoubting faith. This tendency be- 
trays itself in the rainbow mysticism of Coleridge, 
the patriarchal tenderness of Wordsworth, the infi- 
nite aspiration of Beethoven. Tbe reverential habit 
of mind varies its forms, according to temperament 
and character. In some minds, it shows itself in a 
superstitious fondness for all oM forms of belief: the 
Church which is proved to their minds to resemble 
the apostolic, in its ritual, as well as its breed, is 
therefore the true Church. In other minds, venersi- 
tion takes a form less obviously religious ; it is shown 
by a strong affection for everything antique ; th€?y 
wor^ip shadowy legends, architectural ruins, and 
ancient customs. This habit of thought enabled ®r 
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Wal^ 4o CQigtlijB ^p the guiiFdi^ jspkit of the h^^^e 
of Avenal, and re-people the regal halls of Kemlf 
woith. His work? were th^ jinal efflorescence of 
feudal grandeur ; that system had passed away from 
political formSj and no loager bad a home in human 
leason i but it lingered with a diw gloxy in the imr 
agination, and blossomed thus. 

Another class of minds rige tp ?i higher plane of 
reverence; their passion for the past becomes mingled 
with earnest aspiration for the holy* Such spirits 
walk in a golden fog of mysticism, which leads them 
f^.r, often only to bring them back in a circling path 
^ to the faith of childhood, and the established laws of 
the realm. 

To snch, Puseyism comes forward, like a fine old 
oathedral made visible by a gush of moonlight. It 
appeals to the ancient, the venerable, and the moss- 
grown. It promises permanent repose in the midst 
of endless agitation. The young, the poetic, and the 
mystical, are charmed with * the dim religious light' 
from its painted oriels ; they enter its Gothic aisles, 
resounding with the echoes of the past; and the 
solemn glory fills th^n with worship* Episcopacy 
xebukes, and dissenters argue ; but that which minis* 
tars to the sentiment of reverence, will have power 
over many souls, who hunt in vain for truth through 
the mazes of argument. To the ear that loves rau- 
$ic, and sits listening intently for the voice that speaks 
while the dove descends from heaven, how discord- 
ant, how altogether improfitable, is this hammering 
of sects ! — ^this coopering and heading up of empty 
barrels, so industriously carried on in theological 
schools ! When I am stunned by the loud, and many- 
tongued jargon of sect, I no longer wonder that men 
are ready to fall down and worship Romish absurdi- 
ties, dressed up in purple robes and golden crown ; 
the marvel rather is, that they have not reti;irned to 
the worship of the ancient graces, the sun, the moon,^ 
Ihc stairs,, or even the element of fire. 
ot 
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The most faithikil and waim-heairted^ of ItiAk k^ 
bourers, (and the good among tfiem are the best on 
earth) urged me last spring fi^t to fail, by any meatrts^ 
to rise before the sun on Easter morning, * The. 
Easter sun always dances when it rises/ said he. 
Assuredly he saw no mockery in my eount^naece, 
but perhaps he saw incredulity ; for be added, witja 
pleading earnestness^ * And why should it not dance, 
by reason of rejoicement 1' Iii his believing iguo^ 
ranee, he had small cause to envy me the superiority 
of my reason; at least I felt so fof the moment. 
Beautiful is the superstition that makes all nature 
hail the holy; that sees the cattle all kneel at the 
hour Christ was born, and the sun dance, ^by reason 
of rejoicement,' on the morning of his resurrection,; 
that believes the dark Cross, actually foiftid on the back 
of every ass, was first placed there when Jesus rode 
into Jerusalem with palm-branches strewed before him. 

Not in vain is Ireland pouring itself all over the 
earth. Divine Providende has a mission for her chil- 
dren to fulfil; though a mission unrecognised by po- 
litical economists. There is ever a moral balance 
preserved in the universe, like the vibrations of the 
pendulum. The Irish, witli their glowing beatts and 
reverent credtility, are needed in this cold age of in- 
tellect and scepticism. 

Africa furnishes andther class, in whom the heart 
ever takes guidance of the head ; and all over the 
world the way is opening for them among the na- 
tions. Hayti and the British West Indies ; Algiers, 
settled by tire French; British colonies, spreading 
over the west and south of Africa ; and emancipation 
urged thToughout the civilized world. 

Women, too, on whose intellect ever rests th6 
warm light of the affections, are obviously coming 
into a wider and wider field of action. 

All tfaese things prophesy of physical force yielding 
to moral sentiment ; aaid they are all agents to (vim 
what they prophesy. God speed the hour. 
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LETTER XXXIT. 

Ja«.184a 

You ask what are my opinions about ' Women's 
Rights.* I confess, a strong distaste to the subject, 
as it has been generally treated. On no other theme 
probably has there been uttered so much of false, 
mawkish sentiment, shallow philosophy, and sputter- 
ing, farthing-candle wit. If the style of its advocates 
has often been offensive to taste, and unacceptable to 
reason, assuredly that of its opponents have been 
still more so. College boys have amused themselves 
with writing dreams, in which they saw women in 
hotels, with their feet hoisted, and chairs tilted back, 
or growling and bickering at each other in legislati%^e 
halls, or fighting at the polls, with eyes blackened by 
fisticuffs. But it never seems to have occurred to 
these facetious writers, that the proceedings which 
appear so ludicrous and improper in women^ are also 
ridiculous an3 disgraceful in men. It were well that 
men should learn not to hoist their feet above their 
heads, and tilt their chairs backward, nor to growl 
and snap in the halls of legislation, nor give each 
other black eyes at the polls. 

Maria Edgeworth says, * We are disgusted when 
we see a woman's mind overwhelmed with a torrent 
of learning : that the tide of literature has passed 
over it should be betrayed only by its fertility.' This 
is beautiful and true; but is it not likewise applicable 
to man? The truly great never seek to display 
themselves. If they carry their heads high above 
the crowd, it is only made manifest to others by acci- 
dental revelations of their extended vision. ' Human 
duties and proprieties do not lie so very far apart,' 
said Harriet Martineau ; ^ if they did, there would be 
two gospels and two teachers, one for man and 
\nather for woman.' 
21* 
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It would seem indeed, as if n^i were willing to 
give women the exclusive benefit of g6spel-teaehing; 
* Women should lie gentle/ asrf rtie advocates of sub- 
ordination ; but when Christ said, ^ Blessed are the 
meiGjk,' ilid he preach to women only ? * Girls should 
be modest,' is the language of commou teaehibg^ 
ocmtinuaUy uttered .in Words and -customs. Wooli 
it not be an improvement for men also to be scrapu* 
lousl y pure in manners, conversation and liie ? Bod&i 
addressed to young married people aboimd wHb 
advice to the wife^ to c<»atrol her temp^, and neter to 
utter wearisome complaints, or vexatious words whea 
the husband comes home fretful and unreaseoabJb 
from his out-of-door conflicts with the world. Would 
not the advice be as excellent and appropria^ if the 
husband were advised to conquer hi» fretfulness^ aod 
forbear his complaints, in consideration of hie wife^s 
ill^health, fatiguing cares, and the thousand disfaear^ 
ening influences of domestic routine? In short, what^ 
soever can be named as loveliest, beat, and mosi 
graceful in woman, would likewise be good aod 
graceful in man. You will perhaps r^mi^ me of 
courage. If you use the word in its bigbeat signiflh 
eaiion, I answer, that woman, above others, haar 
abundant need of it in her pilgrimage : and the true 
woman wears it with a quiet grace. If you mean* 
mere animal courage, that is not mentioned in the 
Sermon on the Mount, among those qualities which: 
enable us to inherit the earthy or become the children 
' of God. That the feminine ideal approaches much 
nearer to the gospel standard, than the prevalent idea 
of manhood, is shown by the universal tendency to 
represent the Saviour and his most beloved diso^le 
with mild, meek expression, and feminine beauty. 
None speak of the bravery, the might, or the intdUect 
of Jesus ; but the devil is always ima^ned as a being 
of acute intellect, political cunning, and the fiercest 
courage. These universal and instinctive teadenetes^ 
of the human mind reveal much. 
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* That' iJie ppesmit "pdaHtes of woi»^i4ii society is 
tfe©' result ctf physical fofce, is «%i^ioui9^nowgfa : who*- 
w&ef^er dtoubts ^ let t^r reiteet i;^y she is amdd to 
go out in the erring without the p«3tection of -a 
man. Wb€lt constitutes the' datiger of aggressirnil 
gup«ri©r physicafl streng^, uncontrolled by the mora! 
sentiments. If p^ysk^ stl^ength were in complefe 
slihjeotictti to mwal ilrfluence, &ere wtnrfdbeno need 
^ owtward protection. That animal instinct and 
brute force no\^ govmn die world, is painfufliy appa^ 
fist in t^ condition of women everywhere ; from 
ft« MorduAn Tartars, whose ceremony of marriage 
o<«isists in placing the bride on a mat, and consign- 
ing her to th^ bridegroom, with thfe words, * Here, 
wolf, take thy lanib,' — ^to the German remark, that 

* mM gfle, stinging tobacco, and a girl in her smart 
dress, are 1^ best things.* The same thing, softien- 
ed by the refinements of civilization, peeps out in 
Stephens^s remark, that * woman never looks so inter- 
esting, as v^en leaning on the arm of a soldier ;' and 
bi Hazlitf s eomplaiiit that 4t is not easy to keep up 
SeottVersstlion With women in company. Itis thought 
a' piece of rudeness to differ from them : it is not quite 
fair to ask them a reotson for what they say.' 

THis sort of politeness to Women is what men call 
gallantry ; an odious word to every sensible woman, 
becaiise she sees that it is merely the flimsy veil which 
foppery throws over sensuality, to conceal its gross- 
ness. So far is it from indicating sincere esteem and 
ftflfection for women, that the profligacy of a nation 
ftiay, in general, be fairly measured by its gallantry. 
This taking away rights, and con^tescending to grant 
privileges, is an old trick of the physical-force princi- 
ple ; and with the immense majority, who only look 
cto the surface of things, this mask effectually disguises 
an ugliness, which would otherwise be abhorred. 
The most inveterate slave-holders are probably those 
who take most pride in dressing their household ser- 
vants handsomely, and who would be most ashamed 
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$o have t&e name ofheia^Mfmecegsariip ertiel. And 
profligate, who form the lowest and most ^asnai 
estimate of women, are the very ones to treat tls^m 
with an excess of outward defer^wse. 

There are few books which I can read throjttgh^ 
without feeling insulted as a wconan ; but tltis insnlt 
is almost universally conveyed through that which 
was intended for praise. Just imagine, for a moment^ 
what impression it would make on men, if womeii^ 
authors should write about their *rosy lips,' and 
* melting eyes,' and * voluptuous forms,' as they write^ 
about lis ! That women in general do not feel this 
kind of flattery to be an insult, I readily admit ; for,- 
in the first place, they do not perceive the gross chat* 
tel-principle, of which it is the utterance ; moreover,' 
they have, from long habit, become accustonted id- 
consider themselves as household cenv^ences, or 
gilded toys. Hence, they ccmsider it feminine and 
pretty to abjure all such use of their faculties, as 
would make them co-workers with man in the ad*- 
vancement of those great principles, on which the 
progress of society depends. * There is perhaps no 
animaly^ says Hannah More, ' so much indebted to- 
suJ)ordination, for its good behaviour, as wcMrtan.' 
Alas, for the animal age, in which such \ittjexmiC9 
could be tolerated by public sentiment ! 

Martha More, sister of Hannah, describing a very 
impressive scene at the funeral of cme of her Chiarity 
School teachers, says : ' The spirit within seemed 
struggling to speak, and I was in a sort of agony ; 
but 1 recollected that I had heard, somewhere, a wo- 
man must not speak in the church. Oh, had she 
been buried in the chwtch-yard, a messenger firom 
Mr. Pitt himself should not have restrained me; fiir 
I seemed to have received a message from a hi^i^ 
Master within.' 

This application of theological teaching carries its 
own commentary. 

I have said enough to show that I consider preva^ 
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t^t o^inmis and eustoiws^ higMy unikv^mrable to Hm 
moral and intellectual developmentof women : and i 
oeed not say^ that, in jMroportion to t^eir tnie culture, 
women will be more useful and happy, and dome^ 
tic life more perfected. Tnie culture, in them, as in 
men, consists in the full and free development of in- 
dividiial character, regulated by their mmi percep- 
tions of what 18 true, and their ortm love of what is 
good. 

This individual responsibility is rarely acknow- 
ledged, even by thenK)st rej&ned, as necessary to the 
spiritual progress of women. I once heard a very 
beautiful lecture from R. W. Emerson, on Being 
and Seeming. In the course of many remarks, as 
true as they were graceful, he urged women to be, 
path^ tfian seem. He told them that all their la- 
boured education of forms, strict observance of gen- 
ted etiquette, tasteful arrangement of the toilette, dec, 
all this seemdns- would not guin hearts like being 
tnily what God made them; that earnest simplicity, 
tiie sincerity of nature, would kindle the eye, light 
up the countenance, and give an inexpressible charm 
to the plainest features. 

The advice was excellent, but the motive, J)y 
whadi it was urged, brought a flush of indignation 
over my face. Men were exhorted to be, rather than 
to seemj that they might fulfil the sacred mission for 
which their souls were embodied ; that they might* 
in God's freedom, grow up into, the full stature oi 
spiritual manhood ; but women were urged to sim- 
fflicity and truthfulness, that they might become 
more pleasing. 

Are we not all immortal beings 7 Is not each ond 
responsible for himself and herself 7 There is no 
measuring the mischief done by the prevailing ten- 
dency to teach women to be virtuous as a duty to 
man rather than to God — for the sake of pleasing the 
creature, rather than the Creator. * God is thy law, 
ikou mine^^ said Eve to Adam. May Milton be for- 
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^en £[>r seadp^ that though ' oot into .everl 
time' in such a jewelled setting. What weakness 
vanity, frivolity, infirmity of moral purpose, sinful 
flexibility of principle — in a word, what soul-stifling^ 
has been the result of thus putting man in Uie place 
of God! 

But while I see plainly Uiat society is on a false 
foundation, and that prevailing views concemiag 
women indicate the want of wisdom and purity, 
which they serve to perpetuate — still, I must w^ 
knowledge that much of the talk, about Woajen's 
Rights oSends both my reason and my taste. I am 
not of those who maintain there is no sex in souls ; 
nor do I like the results deducible from that doctrine. 
Kinmont, in his admirable book, called the Natural 
History of Man, speaking of the warlike courage of 
the ancient German women, and of their being re- 
spectfully consulted on important public aflairs, says: 
'You ask me if I consider all this right, and deserv- 
ing of approbation? or that women were here en-* 
gaged in their appropriate tasks? I answer, yes; 
it is just as right that they should take this interest 
in the honour of their country, as the other sex. Of 
course, I do not think that women were made for 
wS,r and battle ; neither do I believe that men were. 
But since the fashion of the times had made it. so, 
and settled it that war was a necessary element of 
greatness, and that no safety was to be procured 
without it, I argue that it shows a healthful state o£ 
feeling in other respects, that the feelings of bpth 
sexes were equally enlisted in the cause : that there, 
was no division in the house, or the state ; and that 
the serious pursuits and objeqts of the one were also 
the serious pursuits and objects of the other.' 

The nearer society approaches to divine order, the. 
less separation will there be in the characters, duties, 
and pursuits of men and women. Women will not 
become less gentle and graceful, but men will become 
more so. Women will not neglect the care ande4ur^ 
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i^^en of tficircMldren, %mt men wBl find themselves 
ennobled and refined by sharing those duties with 
them ; and will receive, in return, co^J)eration and 
sympathy in the discharge of various other duties, 
now deemed inappropriate to women. The more 
women become rational companions, partners in busi- 
nei^ and in thought, as well as in afiection and 
amusement, the more highly will men appreciate 
bmne — that blessed word, which opens to the human 
heart the most perfect glimpse of Heaven, and helps 
to carry it thitber, as on an angel's wings. 

* Domestic bliss, 
That can, the world eluding, be itself 
A world enjoyed ; that wants no witnesses 
But its own sharers and approving heaven ; 
That, like a flower deep hid in rocky cleft, 
Smiles, though 'tis looking only at the sky.' 

Aliys, for these days of Astor houses and Tremonts, 
and Albions! where families exchange comfort for 
costliness, fireside retirement for flirtation and flaunt- 
ing, and the simple, healthful, cozy meal, for gravies 
and gout, dainties and dyspepsia. There is no cha- 
racteristic of my countrymen, which I regret so 
deeply as their slight degree of adhesiveness to home. 
Closely intertwined witli this instinct, is the religion 
of a nation. The Home and the Church bear a near 
rdation to each other. The French have no such 
word as home in their language, and I believe they 
are the least reverential and religious of all the Chris- 
tian nations. A Frenchman had been in the habit 
of visiting a lady constantly for several years, and 
being alarmed at a report that she was sought in 
marriage, he was asked why he did not marry her 
himself ^ Marry her V exclaimed he, — 'Good hea- 
vens ! where should I spend my evenings ?' The idea 
of domestic happiness was altogether a foreign idea 
to his soul, like a word that conveyed no meaning. 
Religious sentiment in France leads the same roving 



Digit 



zed by Google 



m 

life as thcf domestic ajfeetioos; .bieakfiistiog at mm 
restauratetir's and supping at aiiotbi»''s. When 
some wag* ^^ Boston repoited that L^uis Philippe 
had sent over for Dr. Chamung to manafaistiixe a 
xeligion for the Fr^ich people, the vitty ^goificaiice 
of toe joke was generally appreciated. 

There is a d^p spiritual r^iscm why all that re*- 
lates to the domestic affections should ever be foiiii4 
in close proximity with religions faith. The age 43i 
jchivalry was likewise one of nnquestioniag ¥enerar 
tion, which led to the crusade for the holy sepulchnu 
The French revolution, which tore down churches, 
and voted that there was no God, likewise annulled 
marriage ; and the doctrine, that there is no sex in 
souls, has usually been urged by those of infidel tent- 
dencies. Carlyle says, ' But what feeling it was in 
the ancient, devout, deep soul, which ot marriage 
made a sacrament^ this, of all things in the world, is 
what Diderot will think of for aeons without discover- 
ing; unless perhaps it were tp increase the veHryfeesJ 

The conviction that woman's jNresent positMHi in 
society is a false one, and therefore re-acts disas- 
trously on the happiness and improvement of man, is 
pressing by slow degrees on the common coiiscious- 
ness, through all the obstacles of bigotry, sensuality, 
and selfishness. As man approaches to Uie truest 
life, he will perceive more and more that there is no 
separation or discord in their mutual duties. They 
will be one ; but it will be as affection and thought 
are one; the treble and bass of the same harm<»uoi«i 
tune. 
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: JLETTER XXXV. 

FelMiMyf 1819. 

" A book has befen lately published caHed the West- 
over Manuscript)^, written more than a hundred 
years ago, by CJol. William Byrd, an old Virginian 
^valier, residing at Westover, on the north bank of 
James river. He relates the following remarkable 
eircumstance, which powerfully arrested my atten- 
tion, and set in motion thoughts that flew beyond 
the stars, and so I lost sight of them, till they again 
eome within my vision, in yonder world, where, as 
the German beautifully expresses it, * we shall find 
our dreams, and only lose our sleep.' The writer says: 
" *Of all the effects of lightning that ever I heard of, 
the most amazing happened in this country, in the 
year 1736. In the summer of that year, a surgeon 
of a ship, whose name was Davis, came ashore at 
York, to visit a patient. He had no sooner got into 
the house, but it began to rain, with many terrible 
^laps of thunder. When it was almost dark, there 
eame a dreadful flash of lightning, which struck the 
'surgeon dead, as he was walking about the room, but 
hurt no other person, though several were near him. 
At the same time it made a large hole in the trunk 
of a pine tree, which grew about ten feet from the 
window. But what was most surprising in this dis- 
ast^ was, that on the breast of the unfortunate man 
that was kiUed, was the figure of a pine tree, as ex- 
€6(^ly delineated as any Umner in the world cmM 
draw it ; nay, the resmMance went so far €ts to re- 
present the colour of the pine, as well as the figure. 
The lightning must probably have passed through 
the tree first, before it struck the man, and by that 
means have printed the icon of it on his breast. But 
whatever may have been the cause, tb^ effect was 

2i 
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certain, and can be attested by a cloiid <tf wit&^sBett} 
who had the curiosity to go and see (his wonderM 
phenomenon.' 

This lightning daguerreotype aroused within me 
die old inquiry, * What is electricity 7 Of what 
spiritual essence is it the form and t3rpe V duestions 
that again and again have led my soul in such eager 
chase through the universe, to find an answer, that 
it has come back weary, as if it had carried heavy 
weights, and traversed Saturn's rings, in magnetic 
sleep. Thick clouds come between me and thiB 
mystery, into which I have searched for years ; but 
I see burning lines of light along the edges, which 
significantly indicate the glory it veils. 

I sometimes think electricity is the medium which 
puts man into relation with all things, enabling him 
to aci on all, and receive from all. It is now well 
established as a scientific fact, though long regarded 
as an idle superstition, that some men can ascertain 
the vicinity of water, under ground, by means of a 
divining rod. Thouvenel, and other scientific men itk 
France, accdunt for it by supposing that * the water 
form's with the earth above it, and the fluids of th« 
human body, a galvanic circle. The human body 
is said to be one of the best conductors yet disoovef- 
cd, and nervous or debilitated persons to be better 
conductors than those m sound health. If tiie body 
of the operator be a very good conductor, the rod in 
his hand will be forcibly drawn toward the earth, 
whenever he approaches a vein of water, that lies 
near the surface. If silk gloves or stockings are 
worn, the attraction is interrupted ; and it varies m 
degree, according as any substances between the wa- 
ter and the hand of the (^rator are more or less 
good conductors of the galvanic fluid. 

Everybody knows what a firightful imitation of 
life can be produced in a dead body by the galvanic 
t)attery. 

The animal magnettzer <^l;^ feds as if strength 
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bad gane c^t of him ; anift it is very oomwion for per- 
jsons in magnetic sleep to speak of bright emanations 
from the fingers which are making passes over thent. 

What is this invisible, all-pervading essence, which 
thus has power to put man into communication with 
all] That man contains the universe within him- 
self, philosophers conjectured a^es ago ; and tlierefore 
named him * the microcosm.' If man led a true life, 
be would, doubtless, come into harmonious relation 
with all forms of being, and thus his instincts would 
be universal, and far more certain and j^rfect, than 
those of animals. The bird knows what plant will 
oure the bite of a serpent ; and if man led a life 
as true to the laws of his being, as the bird does 
to hers, he would have no occasion to study medi- 
cine, for, he would at <Mice perceive the medicinal 
quality of every herb and mineral. His inventions 
are, in fact, only discoveries ; for all existed, before 
he applied it, and called it his own. The uphol- 
sterer-bee had a perfect cutting instrument, ages 
before scissors were invented ; the mason-bee cement- 
ed pebbles together, for his dwelling, centuries before 
houses were built with stone and mortar ; the wasp 
of Cayenne made her nest of beautiful white card 
paper, cycles before paper was invented ; the light- 
ning knew how to print images, aeons before Monsieur 
Daguerre found out half the process, viz.: the/orm 
without the colour ; the bee knew how to take up the 
lea&t possible room in the construction of her cells, 
long before mathematicians discovered that she had 
worked out the problem perfectly ; and I doubt not 
jfishes had the very best of submarine reflectors, 
before Mrs. Mather invented her ocean telescope, 
which shows a pin distinctly on the muddy bottom 
of the bay. 

I cannot recall the name of the ancient philoso- 
pher, who spent his days in watching insects and 
other animals, that he might gather hints to fashion 
ftools; but the idea has long been familiar to my 
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mind, that e^rery conceivable tbirig whi(?h has t)eeti, 
©r will be invented, already exists in nature, ifi sbine 
form or other. Man alone can reproduce all things 
of creation; because he contains the whole in him- 
self, and all forms of being flow into his as a commoii 
centre. 

. Of what spiritual thing is electricity the type? Is 
there a universal meditnn by which all things of 
spirit act on the soul, as matter on the body by 
means of electricity? And is that medium the wu.l 
whether of angels or of men ? Wonderflil stories are 
told of early Friends, how they were guided by a 
sudden and powerful impulse, to avoid sonie par- 
ticular bridge, or leave some particular house, and 
subsequent events showed that danger was there. 
Many people consider this fanaticism; but I have 
feith in it. I belifeve the most remarkable of these 
accounts give but a faiht idea of the perfection to 
which man's moral and physifc£tl mstincts might 
attain, if his life were obedient smd true. 

Though in vigorous healtli, i am habitiially affected 
by the weather. I never irtdulge gloomy thoughts ; 
bitt resolutely turn away my gaze from the lone 
stubble waving in the autunfm wind, and think only 
of the ripe, golden seed which the sower will go 
fourth to sow. But when to the dreariness of depart- 
ing summer is added a week of successive rains ; 
when day after day, the earth under foot is slippery 
madj and the sky over head like grey marble, then 
my nature yields itself prisoner to utter melancholy. 
I am ashamed to confess it, and hundreds of times 
have struggled desperately against it, unwilling to 
be conquered by the elements looking at me with an 
'evil eye.' But so it is — a protracted rain always 
convinces me that I never did any good, and never 
can do any ; that I love nobody, and nobody loves 
me. I have heard that Dr. Franklin acknowledges 
a similar effect on himself, and philosophically con- 
jectures the physical cause. He says animal spirits* 
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depend greatly on the poreseQce of electricity in om 
bodies : and during long-continued rain, the damp- 
ness 01 the atmosphere absorbs a large portion of it ; 
for this reason, he advises that a silk waistcoat be 
worn next the skin; silk being a ncm-conductor of 
electricity. Perhaps this precaution might diminish 
the number of suicides in the foggy month of No- 
vember, * when Elnglishmen are so prone to hang and 
drown themselves.' 

Animal magnetism is connected, in some imexr 
plained way, with electricity. All those who have 
tried it, are aware that there is a metallic feeling 
occasioned by the magnetic passes — a sort of attrac- 
tion, as one might imagine the magnet and the steel 
to feel when brought near each other. The magne- 
tizer passes his hands over the subject, without 
touchmg, and at the end of each operation shakes 
them,, precisely as if he were conducting off electric 
fluid. If this is the actual effect, the drowsiness, 
stupor, and final insensibility, may be occasioned 
by a cause similar to that which produces heavi- 
ness and depression of spirits in rainy weather. 
Why it should be. so, in either case, none can tell. 
The most learned have no knowledge what elec- 
tricity is ; they can only tell what it does, not hmo it 
does it. 

That the state of the atmosphere has prodigious 
effect on human temperament, is sufficiently indi- 
cated by the character of nations. The Frenchman 
owes his sanguine hopes, his supple limbs, his un- 
tiring vivacity, to a genial climate ; to this too, in a 
great measure, the Italian owes his pliant graceful- 
ness and impulsive warmth. The Dutchman, on 
his level marshes, could never dance La Sylphide ; 
nor the Scotch girl, on her foggy hills, become an 
improvisatrice. The French dance into everything, 
on everything, and over everything; for they live 
where the breezog dance among vinos, and the sim 
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sht>T^ers dawn gold to the pf]per ; and dande thiey 
must, for gladsome sympathy. We call them of 
^ mercurial^VempetSiment) according to Dr. Franklin's 
theory, they ate surcharged Avith electricity. 

In language too how plainly one perceives the in- 
fluence of climate ! Languages of northern origin 
a:honnd in consonants, atid sound like clanging metals, 
or the tipping np of a cartload of stones. Tlie southern 
languages flow like a rill that moves to music ; the 
liquid vowels so sweetly inelt into each other. This 
difference is observable even in the dialect of our 
northern and southern tribes of Indians. At the 
north, we find such words as Carratunk, Scowhegan, 
Noitidgewock, and Memphremagog ; at the south, 
Pascagoula, Santee, and that most musical of afl 
names, Oceola. 

Climate has had its effect too on the religious ideas 
of nations. How strongly does the bloody Woden 
and the thundering Thor, of tiorthern mythology, 
contrast with the beautiful Graces and gliding Nymphs 
of Grecian origin. As a general rule, — sometimes 
affected by local causes, — southern nations cling to 
the pictured glory of the Catholic church, while the 
northern assimilate better with the severe plainness 
of the Protestant. 

If I had been reared from infancy under the cloud- 
less sky of Athens, perhaps I might have bounded 
over the earth, as if my * element were air, and music 
*but the echo of my steps ; - the caution that looks 
where it treads, might have been changed for the 
ardent gush of a Sappho's song ; the sunbeams might 
have passed into my soul, and written itself on the 
now thoughtful countenance in perpetual smiles. 

Do you complain of this, as you do of phrenology, 
and say that it favours fatalism too much ? I ans wei, 
no matter what it favours, if it be truth. No two 
truths over devoured each other, or ever can. Look 
among the families of your acquaintance — ^you will 
•ee two brothers vigonms, inteltig^it; and enier- 
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pifiing } the third was like them, till he fell on his 
head, had fits, and was ever after puny and stupid. 
There are two sUnny-tempered, graceful girls^ — their 
sister might have been as cheerful as they, but theiy 
father died suddenly, befQreher^birth,aild the-motber's 
sorrow chilled the fotmtains of her infant life^ awl 
she is nervous, deformed^ and fcetful Is thwe sto 
fatality, as you call it, in this? Assuredly, we aue 
all, in spme degree, the creatures of outward ciKtum- 
•stance; but this in nowise disturbs the scale of morqd 
jei^ponsibility, or prevents equality of happiness. Our 
responsibihty consists in the t4S€ we make of our pos- 
sessions, not on their exterU. Salvation comes to all 
through obedience to the light they have, be it muoh 
or little. Happiness consists not in having mtiob, 
but in wanting no more than we have. The idiot is 
as happy in .playing at jack straws, or blowing bub- 
bles all the livelong day, as Newton was in watchi^ 
the great choral dance of the planets. Tte same 
universe lies above and around both, * The mouse 
can drink no more than his fill at the mightiest river;' 
yet he enjoys his draught as well as the el^ba»l. 
Thus are we all unequal, yet equal. That we are, in 
part, creatures of necessity, who that has tried to ex* 
ert free will, can doubt? But it is a necessity which 
hasipower only over the outward, and can never 
change evil into good, or good into evil. It may coish 
pel us to postpone or forbear the good we would fain 
do, but it cannot compel us to commit the evil. If a 
considera^€{^ pf all the^ outward influences teach us 
charity for the deficiencies of others, and a strict watch 
over our own weaknesses, they will perform their ap- 
propriate office. 

*Tkereis-8i> much of gooA among the worst, tSo imieh of evil in dw best. 
Such seeming partialities in Providence, so maliy diings to lessen and 

expand, 
Yea, and with all man's boast, so little real freedom of his wiH, 
^hat to look a little lower than the surface, garb, or dialect, or fashion, 
^hou shalt fi»bly pronounce (or a MiBt) and fiiindj condemn iot aainnur*' 
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LETTER XXXTI. 

I "WBQt, a few evenings ago, to the Ameriean Mu- 
seum, to see fifteen Indians, fresh from the western 
forest. Sacs, Pox, and iowas; really important people 
m their respective tribes. Nan-Nouce-Fush^B-Tb, 
which means ^e Bulffialo King, is a famous Sac chirf, 
sixty years old, covered with scars, and grim as a 
Hindoo god, or pictures of the devil on a Portuguese 
contribution box, to help sinners through purgatory. 
It is said that he has killed with his own hand one 
hundred Osages, three Mohawks, two Kas, two Sioux, 
and one Pawnee ; and if we may judge by his organ 
of destnictiveness, the story is true ; a more enor- 
mous bump I never saw in that region of the skull. 
He speaks nine Indian dialects, has visited almost 
every existing tribe of his race, and is altogether a 
remarkable personage. Mon-To-Gah, the White 
Bear, wears a medal from President Monroe, for cer- 
tain services rendered to the whites. Wa-Con-To- 
Kitch-Er, is an Iowa chief, of grave and thoughtful 
countenance, held in much veneration as the Prophet 
of his tribe. He sees visions, which he communi- 
cates to them for their spiritual instruction. Among 
the Squaws is No-Nos-See, the She Wolf, a niece of 
the famous Black Hawk, and very proud of the rela- 
tionship; and Do-Hum-Me, the Productive Pumpkin, 
a very handsome woman, with a great deal of heart 
and happiness in her countenance. 

* Smiles settled on her sun-flecked cheeks, 
Like noon upon the mellow apricot.* 

She was married about a fortnight ago, at Philadel- 
phia, to Cow-Hick-He, son of the principal chief of 
the Iowas, and as noble a specimen of manhood as 
I ever looked upon. Indeed I have never seen % 
group of human beings so athletic, well-proportioned^ 
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attd majestic. They are a keen satire on our civi- 
lized customs, which produce such feeble forms and 
pallid faces. The unlimited pathway, the broad 
horizon, the free grandeur of the forest, has passed 
itttti their souls, and so stands revealed in their ma- 
terial forms. 

We who have robbed the Indians of their lands, 
and worse still, of themselves, are very fond of proving 
their inferiority. We are told that the facial angle 
m the 

Caucasian race is - - 85 degrees. 

Mmtkc -». - - - 78 " 
American Indian - - 73 " 

Ethiopian - - - 70 " 

Ourang Outang - - 67 '* 

This simply proves that the Caucasian race, through 
a succession of ages, has been exposed to influences 
eiiiiiiently calculated to develop the moral and intel- 
lefctual faculties. That they started, first in the race, 
fiaight have been owing to a finer and more suscep- 
tible nervous organization, originating in climate, 
perhaps, but serving to bring the physical organiza- 
tion into itiore harmonious relation With the laws of 
l^ritual reception. But by whatever agency it might 
have been produced, the nation, or race that per- 
ceived evetx one spiritual idea in advance of others, 
would necessarily go on improving in geometric 
ratio, through the lapse of ages. For our Past, we 
have the oriental fervour, gorgeous imagery, and deep 
reverence of the Jews, flowing from that high foun- 
tain, the perception of the oneness and invisibility of 
God. From the Greeks, we receive the very Spirit 
of Reauty, flowing into all forms of Philosophy and 
Art, encircled by a glorious halo of Platonism, which 

* Far over many a land and age hath shone, 

And minglps with the light that beams from Grod's own throne.* 

These have been transmitted to us in their own 
forms, and again reproduced through the classic 
8tr«agth and high cultivation of Rome, and the 
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romantic miastrel^ and nch aicfaitectare of th$ 
middle ages. Thus we stand, a congress of ag$§^ 
ejich with a glory on its brow, peculiar to itself, yet 
in part reflected from the glory that went before. 

But what have the African savage, and the wander* 
ing Indian for their Past 2 To fight for food, and 
grovel in the senses, has been the employment of 
their ancestors. The Past reproduced in them, mostly 
belongs to the animal part of our mix^ nature 
They have indei^d come in contact with the race on 
which had dawned higher ideas ; but how have tb^y 
ctjme in contact ? As victims^ not a^^pupils. Rum, 
gunppwder, the horrors of slavery, the unblushing 
knavery of trade, these iiave bpen their teachers I 
And because these have failed to. produce a big^ 
degree of moral and intellectual cultivation, we coolly 
declare that the negroes are made for slaves, that tbe 
Indians cannot be civilized ; and that when either of 
the races conje in contact with us, they must eithejr 
consent to be our beasts of burden, or be driven ta 
the wall, and perish. 

That the races of mankind are difierent, spiritually 
as well as physically, there is, of course, no doubt; 
but it is as the difference between trees of the sam^ 
forest, not as between trees and minerals. The facial 
angle and shape of the head, is various in rjicea and 
nations ; but these are the effects of spiritual in- 
fluences, long operating on character, and in their 
turn becoming causes ; thus intertwining, as Past and 
Future ever do. 

But it is urged that Indians who have been put to 
schools and colleges, still remained attached to a 
roving life ; away from all these advantages, 

' His blanket tied with yellow strings, the Indian of the forest went.* 

And what if he did ? Do not white young men, 
who have been captured by savages in infancy, sho^ 
an equally strong disinclination to take upon thenir 
selves the restraints of civilized life 1 Does anybody 
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Wge'that this w^ll^knewn f awit proves the white race 
teoapable of civilization ? 

J You ask, perhaps^, what becomes of my theory, 
that races and individuals are the product of ages, ii 
the influences of half a life produce the same effects 
on the Caucasiail and the Indian? I answer, that 
white children brought up among Indians, though 
^ey strongly imbibe the habits of the race, are gene- 
raHy prone to be the genhises and prophets of their 
tribe. The organization of nerve and brain has been 
changed by a more harmonious relation between the 
animal and the spiritual ; and this comparative har- 
mony has been produced by the influences of Judea, 
and Oreece, and Rome, and the age of chivalry; 
though of all these things the young man never heard. 

Similar influences brought to bear on the Indians 
or the Africans, as a race; would gradually change 
ttie structure of their skulls, and enlarge their per- 
ceptions of moral and intellectual truth. The same 
influences cannot be brought to bear upon them ; for 
their Past is not our Past ; and of course never can 
be. But let ours mingle with theirs, and you will 
find the result variety, without inferiority. They 
will be flutes on diff*eTent notes, and so harmonize the 
better. 

And how is this elevation of all races to be effect- 
ed? By that which worketh all miracles, in the 
name of Jesus — ^The law of love. We must not 
teach as superiors ; we must love as brothers. Here 
is the great deficiency in all onr efforts for the igno- 
rant and the criminal. We stand apart from them, 
and expect them to feel grateful for our condescen- 
sion in noticing them at all. We do not embrace 
them warmly with our sympathies, and put our souls 
into their soul's stead. 

But even under this great disadvantage; accus- 
tomed to our smooth, dec^tful talk, when we want 
tifeeir lands, and to tbe cool viHany with which we 
break treaties when our purposes are gained; r^eeiii^ 
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retail! from them all the better iofloenees <^ i^iviU^^i 
life ; dieated by kaswish agente, cajoled l^ gmiem- 
meat, ai^ hunted with bloodhounds— still, imdev all 
4hese disadvantages, the Indians ha^e shown Ifoiiit 
they can be civtUs^d. Of th»s, the Ghae|pw$ a^ 
Cherokees are admira^e proofs. Bo^ these tribes 
haTe a reg^larly-organised, ^ystenmtic government, 
in the democratic &rm, and a printed cons^tulion. 
The right of trial by jury, and o^er principles^of a 
free government, are established on a permanent ba- 
sis. They have good &nns, cottcn^-gins, saw-m^t, 
schools, and churches. n:i^ir dwellings are gene- 
rally comfortable, and some of them are handsmne^ 
The last annual message of the chief of ^le Chero- 
kees is a highly interesting document, which would 
not compare disadvantageously with any of our gover- 
nors' messages. It slates that more than $2,6(>[>,OO0 
are due to them from the United States ; and re- 
commends that this sum be obtained, and in part 
distributed among the people ; twit ^at the interest 
of the scho<rf fund be devofced to the maintenance of 
»ehools, and the diffusion of knowledge. 

There was a time whenowr ancestors, the ancient 
Britons, went nearly without clothing, painted ti^ieir 
bo(]^ in fantastic fashion, offered up human victims 
to uncouth idcrfs, and lived in hollow trees, or ru#e 
liabrlations, which we should now consider unfit for 
cattle. Making all due allowance for the different 
state of the world, it is much to be questioned whether 
they made more rapid advancement than the Chero- 
kees and Ohoeta ws. 

It always fills me with sadness to see Indians sur- 
rounded by the felse environment of civilized life; 
but I never felt so deep a sadness, as I did in look- 
ing upon these western warriors ; for they were evi- 
d^)ftly the noblest of their dwindling race, unused to 
restraint, accustomed to sleepbeneath the stars. And 
-here Ihey :#ere, setup for a two*shilling show, with 
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tisk&y uoderslood our.n3^es^ of society well enough to 
h^ siWfw of ttieif de^!»d6d position, Ihey wouU 
4aubtle88 q.uit it, with.lmming indignation at the iny 
9ult. But aa it is, they allow women to examine 
tbeir beads, and choMr^n to phiy with their w^m- 
^wohr with the most philosophic indifference. In 
their imperturbable countenances, I thought I could 
once or twice detect a slight expression of scorn at 
^e.ea^r curiosity of \\ie crowd. The Albiness, a 
short woBoan, with j»nk eyes, and hair like white 
flossy wa& the only object that vkibly amused them. 
The young cbiefe nodded to her ofte^, and exchang- 
ed smiling remarks with each other, as they looked 
.at her. Upon all the buffooneries and legerdemain 
iricks of the Muiseum, they gazed as unmoved as 
John Knox himself would have done. I would have 
given a good deal to know their thoughts, as mimic 
cities, and fairy grottoes, and mechanicsd dancing 
figures, rose jmd sunk before them. The mechani- 
cal figures were such perfect imitlitions of life, and 
went through so many wonderful evolutions, that 
thay might well surprise even those acsustomed to 
the marvels of mechanism. But Indians, who pay 
religious honours to venerable rocks, and moss-grown 
trees, who believe that brutes have souls, as well as 
ixien, and that all nature is filled with spirits, might 
well doubt whether there was not here some super- 
natural agency, either good or evil. I would suffer 
almost anything, if my soul could be transmigrated 
into the She Wolf, or the Productive Pumpkin, and 
their souls pass consciously into my frame, for a few 
days, that I might experience the fashion of their 
thoughts and feelings. Was there ever such a fool- 
ish wish ! The soul is Me, and is Thee. I might 
,as well put on their blankets, as their bodies, for pur- 
poses of spiritual insight. In that other world, shall 
we be enabled to Imow exactly how heaven, .aud 
23 
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earth and'heH, ax)pear to other persists, iiaiH»3s, aiM 
tribes'? I would it might he so; for I have an in- 
i&ase desire for such revelations. I do itt>t care to 
travel to Rome, or St. Peter^urg, because I can dtily 
look tzt people ; and I want to look into them, and 
through them ; to know how Uiings appear to tke§r 
spiritual ejres, and sound to their spiritual eats* 
This is a universal want ; hence tte intense interest 
taken in autobiography, by all classes of readers. 
Oh, if any one had but the courage to v/rite tfce 
whole truth of himself, undisguised as it appears be- 
fore the eye of Grod and angels, the world would read 
it, and it would soon be translated into all the dia- 
lects of the universe. 

But these children of the forest do not even gi¥e 
us glimpses of their inner life ; for they consider that 
the body was given to conceal the emotions of the 
soul. The stars look down into their hearts, as into 
mine ; the broad ocean, glittering in i^e moonbeams, 
speaks to them of the Infinite ; and doubtless the 
wild flowers ancl the sea-shells *talk to them a 
thought.' But what thoughts, what revelations of 
the Infinite 1 This would I giv^ the world to know ; 
but the world cannot buy an answer. 

How foreign is my soul to that of the beautiful 
Do-Hum-Me ! How helpless should I be insituationd 
where she would be a heroine ; and how little couW 
she comprehend my eager thought, which seeks the 
creative Three-in-one throughout the universe, arid 
finds it in every blossom and every mineral. Be- 
tween Wa-Con-To-Kitch-Er and the German Herder, 
what a distance ! Yet are they both prophets ; and 
though one looks through nature with the pitch-pine 
torch of the wilderness, and the other is lighted by a 
whole constellation of suns, yet have both learned, 
in their degree, that matter is only the time-garment 
of the spirit. The stammering utterance with which 
the Iowa seer reveals this, it were worth a kingdom 
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to-Jke^r, if .we ccmld but borrow the^soubaf faia tribe, 
wbile they li$ten to his visions. 

It ia a general trait with the Indian tribes to rec<^^ 
Biae the Great Spirit in every httle child. They 
rarely refiise a child anything. When their revenge 
is most unplaeable^ a little one is often sent to them, 
adorned with dowers and shells, and tanght to Usp a 
prayer that the culprit may be forgiven ; and such 
iiaedialion is rarely without effect, even on the stem- 
€^ warrior. Thie trait alone is sufficient to establish 
their relationship with Herder, Richter, and other 
:^rits of angel-stature. Nay, if wexjould look back 
a few centuries, we i^uld find theancest<Mrs of Shake- 
speare, and the fastidiously-refined Goethe, with 
painted cheeks, wolvee^-teetb for jewels, and boars'- 
li^des for garments. Perhaps the universe could not 
have passed before the vision of those star-like spirits 
except through the forest life of such wild ancestry. 

Some theorists say that the human brain, in its 
formation, 'changes with a steady rise, throAigh a 
likeness to one animal, and then smo'ther, till it is per- 
fected in that of man, the highest animal.' It seems 
to be so with the nations, in their progressive rise out 
of barbarism. I was never before so much struck 
with the animalism of Indian character, as I was in 
the frightful war-dance of these chiefs. Their ges- 
tures were as furious as wild-cats, they howled like 
wolves, screamed like prairie dogs, and tramped like 
buffaloes. Their faces were painted fiery red, or with 
cross-bars of green and red, and they were decorated 
with all sorts of uncouth trappings of hair, and 
bones, and teeth. That which regulated their move- 
ments, in lieu of music, was a discordant clash ; and 
altogether they looked and acted more like demons 
from the pit, than anything I ever imagined. It was 
the natural and appropriate language of War. The 
wolfisli howl, and the wild-cat leap, represent it more 
truly than graceful evolutions and the Marseilles 
hymn. TkcU music rises above mere brute vengeance ; 
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it breathes in femd ecsistey &m ^o^^aspir^cn^aier 
freedom — the struggle ef wilt with fate. It. is ^ 
Future setting sail from old landings, ar»l merrily 
piping all hands on board. It is too noUe a voice to 
belong to phymeal warfare : the shrill howl of old 
Nan-Nouce-Fush^E-To is good enough font 89£^ ten^^ 
tish work : it clove the brain like a tomahawk, aiid> 
was het with hatred. 

In truth, that war-dance was terrifie b^th to eye 
and ear. I looked at the door, to see if edoa|ie were 
easy, in case they really worked themselves up t© 
the scalping point. For the first time, I fully o&fkf 
-jeived the sacrifices and perils of the Puritan settler^*- 
Heaven have meiey on the mother whk> heaard tiiosf 
dreadful yells, when they really foreboded mHidieit^ 
or who sudd^y met such a group of grotesijue de^ 
mens in tfee loiiteliness of the foi^st ! 

B^t instantly I felt that 1 was wr<Hi^g th»» m 
my thought. Through paint aad feathers, I saw 
gleams of right ho^^st aidid friendly expression;, airf 
I said, we are children of the smtit Fatter, se^ng 
the same home. If the Puritans suffered &om theit 
savage hatred, it was because they met them wilh 
savage w'eapons, and a sava^ spirit. Then I thei^hl 
of William Pain's treaty with the Indians; ^ the oti^ 
one ever formed witbcKit an oath, and the only ewe 
that was never broken.' I thought of tbedeputa^on 
of Indians, who some years ago visited Philadelphia, 
and knelt with ones pontaneou^ impulse around the 
monument of Penn. 

Again I looked at the yelling savages in their grim 
array, stamping through the war-dance with a furicms 
energy, that made the floor shake as by an earth-^ 
quake ; and 1 said, These too would bow, like little 
children, before the persuasive power of Christian love! 
Alas, if we had but faith in this divine principler, 
what mountains of evil might be removed into the 
depths of the sea ! 
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P.S. Alas, po0r Do-Hum-Mc is deadl so is No- 
See, Black Hawk's niece ; and several of the chiefs 
are indisposed. Sleeping by hot aiiAracite fires, and 
then exposed to the keen encounters of the wintry 
wind ; one hour, half stifled in the close atmosphere 
o€ theatres and crowded saloons, and the next driving 
^ifough saiowy streets and the midnight air ; this is 
a process which kills civilized people by inches, but 
savages at a few strokes. 

Do-Hum- Me was but nineteen years old, in vigor- 
ous health, when I saw her a few days since, and 
T)bviously so happy in her newly Wedded love, that 
it ran OTer at her expressive eyes, and mantled her 
handsome face like a veil of sunshine. Now she 
rests among the trees, in Greenwood Cemetery ; not 
the trees that whispered to her childhood. Her 
coffin was decorated according to Indian custom, and 
deposited with tiie ceremonies peculiar to her people. 
Alas, for the handsome one, how lonely she sleeps 
here ! Far, far away from him, to whom her eye 
turned constantly as the sunflower to the light ! 

Sick, and sad at heart, this noble band of warriors, 
with melancholy steps, left the pestilential city last 
week, for their own broad prairies in the West. Do- 
Hum-Me was the pride and idol of them all. The 
old Iowa chief, the head of the deputation, was her 
feither; and notwithstanding the stoicism of Indian 
character, it is said that both he and the bereaved 
young husband were overwhelmed with an agony of 

Sief They obviously loved each other most strongly, 
ay the Great Spirit grant them a happy meeting in 
their '■ fair hunting grounds' beyond the sky. 
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LETTER XXXVIL 



March, 1843 



When: I began to write these l^ita^s, it was ^^nipiy 
asvL isdifety valte for an expanctuig«^Hit, pent up^Hke 
steam in a boiter. I told ytm they wmiid; be of every 
fashion, according to my changing mood: now a 
mere* panorama of pe^Mmg scenes, tben chiid»kke 
prattle about birds or mosses; now a serious exf»* 
sition of facts, for the reformer's use, azid then- the 
poet^s path, on winged Pegasus, far up i»to the- bkie. 

To-day I know not what I shall write; b«l Ititink 
I shall be off to the sky; for my aptrit is-in tiMbC 
mood when smiling faces peep through chinks in the 
clouds, and angel-fingers beckon and point up!War€L 
As I grow older, these glimpses^ iato the spiritual 
become more and more clear, and all the visible stamps 
itself on my soul, a daguerreotype image of the ti»- 
visible, written with sunbeams; 

I sometimes ask myself. Will it contkme to be sol 
For coming age casts its shadow before; atid tlie 
rarest of attainments is to gmw old hapf^ly and 
gracefully. When I look around among the old people 
of my acquaintance, I am frightened to 8tee how large 
a proportion are a burden to ihemseives, and- an an- 
noyance to others. The joyf ulness of youth excites 
in them no kindlier feeling than gkxHn, and lucky is 
it, if it does not encounter angry rebuke or sup^- 
cilious contempt. The happiness of lovers has a still 
worse effect ; it frets them until they become like the 
man with a toothache, whose irritation impelled him 
to kick poor puss, because she was sleeping so com- 
fortably in the sunshine. 

If this state were an inevitable attendant upon 
advanced years, then indeed would long life be an 
unmitigated curse. But there is no such necessity 
imposed upon us. We make old age cheerless and 
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mofo&ei, in the same way tbut we penrert all ^ngs ; 
and that is, by seljhhneas* We allow ourselves to 
think more of onr own convenieiBce and comfort, m 
little matters, than we do of the happiness and im»- 
provement of others ; and thus we lose the habit of 
sympathizing with lore and ^y* 1 pray God to en- 
able me to gnajd against this. May I be ever will- 
ing to pfomote the inoocent pleaaire of others, in 
their awn way, eveti if it be not nvy way. Selfish- 
ness can blight even liite almndant blossoms of 
youth ; and if carried into age, . it leaves the soul 
like a horse enclosed within an arid and stony field, 
with plenty of verdant pastures all around him. 

Childhood itself is scarcely m&tQ lovely than a 
dieerfut, kind, sunshmy old age. 

* How I lo^ the meikxw Mfe> 
Baling' Chrou^ the veil of age ! 
And wfaene W thi» man of years 
In ^b» dance of Jo]r appears, 
Age is on his temples hung, 
But his heart — hU heart is young !* 

Here is the great secret of a bright and green old 
age. When TithiHuis asked for an eternal Gfe in the 
body, and found, to his sorrow, that immortal youth 
was not included in the bargain, it surely was be- 
cause he forgot to s^sk the perpetual gift of loving 
and sympathizing. 

Next to this, is an intense affection for nature, and 
for all simple things. A human heart can never grow 
rfd, if it takes a lively interest in the pairing of 
birds, the re-prodnction of flowers, and the changing 
tints of autamn-fems. Nature, unlike other friends, 
has an exhaustless meaning, which one sees and 
hears more distinctly, the more they are enamoured 
of her. Blessed are they who hear it ; for through 
tones comes the most inward perceptions of the spirit. 
Into the ear of the soul, which reverently listens, 
Nature whispers, speaks, or warbles, most heavenly 
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And evea ttssy who aeek her only Airai^ mmo^ 
leccivea portion of her own tranquillity, and pert, 
petual youth. The happiest old man I ever saw, was 
one who knew how the mason-bee builds his cell, and 
how every bird lines her nest ; who found pleasure 
in a sea-shere p^3ble, as boys do in new marbles ; 
and who placed every glittering mineral in a &gus of 
light, under a kaleidescope of his own c(mstructi(Mi. 
The effect was like the imagined riches of fairy land; 
and when an admiring group of happy young peo* 
pie gathered round it, the heart of tli^ ^ood old mai» 
leapt like the heart of a child. The laws of nature, 
as manifested in her infinitely various operations, 
were to him a perenmal fountain of delight; and^ 
like her, he offered the joy to all. Hexe was no ad- 
mixture of the bad excitement attendant upon ambi- 
tion or controversy ; but all was serenely nappy, as 
are an angePs thoughts, or an infant's dreams. 

Age, in its outward senses, returns again to child- 
hood ; and thus should it do spiritually. The little 
child enters a rich man's house, and loves to play 
with the things that are new and pretty, but to 
thinks not of their market value, nor does he pride 
himself that another child cannot play with the same« 
The farmer's home will probably delight him more ; 
for he will love living squirrels better than marble 
greyhounds, and the merry bob-o'hncoln better thaa 
stuffed birds from Araby the Uest ; for tkep cannoC 
sing into his heart. What he wants is life and love 
— the power of giving and receiving joy. To this 
estimate 6f things, wisdom returns, after the intui* 
tions of childhood are lost. Virtue is but innocence 
on a higher plane, to be attained only through severe 
conflict Thus life completes its circle ; but it is a 
circle that rises while it revolves ; for the path of 
spirit is ever spiral, containing all of truth and love 
in each revolution, yet ever tending upward. The 
virtue which brings us back to innocence, on a higher 
plane of wisdom, may be the childhood of anothiar 
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The ages, too, s^re xmmg s^iraUy ; each Gootainiiig 
att,. yet ever ikscendingv Hience, all our new thiogs 
are old, and y^ they, are new. Some truth knovvni 
lo< tlie aneietfite meets us en a higher plane, and we 
€b net reoa^ise it, because it is hke a child of earth, 
whroh has pa^ed upw^aidi a^d beco^ne an aagel. 
Nothmg of true beauty ever passes away. The youth 
of the world, which Greece embodied in immortal 
maible, will return in the circling Ages, as innocence 
^Hmtes back in virtue ; but it shall return filled with 
a higher life; and that, too, shall point upward. 
Thus shall the Artsbie glorified^ Beethoven's music 
prophesies all this, and struggles after it continually ; 
therefore, whosoever hears it, (with the inward^ as 
well as the ©a/tear«? ear,) feels his soul spread its 
strong^ pinions, eager to pass * the flaming bounds of 
time antf space;' and circle all the infinite. 

ti is a beautiful conception of Fourier's that the 
Autora Borealis is the Barth's ctspirctHon after its 
gloriOus^ future ; and that when the moral and intel- 
lectual world are brought into order by the right con- 
stictiction of society, ttese restless, flashing northern 
lights will settle into an intensely radiant circle round 
tl^ poles, melt all the ice. and bring into existence 
new flo weirs of unknown beauty. 

Astrcmomers almost contemporary with Fourier, 
and probably unacquainted with his theory of re- 
consu-uctin^ society, have suggested the idea of pror 
gressive changes in the earth's motions, till her poles 
^all be brought into exact harmony with the poles 
of the heavens, and thus perpetual spring pervade 
the whole earth. 

It is a singular fact, too, that the groups and series 
of Fourier's plan of society are in accordance with 
Swedenborg's descripticwi ol the order in heaven. It 
is^aid that Fourier never read Swedenborg ; yet has 
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he em1)odied hia s^ttel mrder in poiitii»il ectmonfy^ 
as perfectly as if be bad been sent toanswei: tkepraycv> 
' Thy kingdom aaae on earth as it is in ksavmiJ 

Visions ! idle viskHis ! exclaims the man of mere 
facts. Very well, friend; walk' by the light of 1^7 
lantern, if it be sufficient for thee. I ask &ee not to 
belies in these visions ; for peradv^^ture Uiou canst 
not. But said I not truly that tlmr fiaces jftnilb 
through chinks in the clouds, and that their fin^rs 
beckon and p&ini upwmrd 7 



LETTER XXXVIIL 

March 17, 1843. 

Here it is the 17th of March, and I was rejoicing 
that winter had but a fortnight longer to live, and 
imagination already began to stir its foot among last 
year's fallen leaves, in search of the hidden fragrant 
treasures of the trailing arbutus — when lo, there comes 
a snow-storm, the wildest and most beautiful of the 
season ! ITie snow-spirit has been abroad, career- 
ing on the wings of the wind, in the finest style im-» 
aginable; throwing diamonds and ermine mantled 
around him, with princely prodigality. 

' And when his hours are oumberedy^ and the world ^ 

Is all his own, retiring, as be were not, 
Leavei(, when the sun appears, astonished Art 
To mimic, in slow structures, stone by stone. 
Built in an age. the mad wind's night work ; 
The frolic architecture of the snow.* 

I had wealth of fairy splendour on my windows thia 
morning. Alpine heights, cathedral spires, and gUt* 
tering grottoes. It reminded me of the days of my 
youth, when on the shores of the Kennebec I used to 
watch to see ^ the river go down,' as the rafters ex* 
pressed it. A magnificent spectacle it W€u»^ in ^k^^ 
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jiieassmifi ^iv^ieii hv^ masses of ice were loosened by 
aiiddeQ warmth, aiid came tumbling over the falls, 
to lie broken into a thousand fantastic shapes ot 
beauty. Trees, mc^intains, turrets, spires, btoken 
columns, we»t sailing along, glancing and glittering 
m the moonlight, like petrified- Fata-Moi^ana of Ita- 
Ua£i skies, with the rambows frozen out. And here 
1 h»d it painted in crystal, by the wild artist whom 
I heard, at his work in the night-time, between my 
dreams, as he went by with the whistling storm. 

* Nature, dear goddess,' is so beautiful ! always so 
beautiful ! Every little flake of the snow is such a 
perfect crystal ; and they fall together so gracefully, 
as if fairies of the air caught water-drops, and made 
them into artificial flowers to garland the wings of 
the wind ! Oh, it is the saddest of all things, that 
even one human soul should dimly perceive the 
Beauty, that is ever around us, ^ a perpetual bene- 
diction.' Nature, that great missionary of the Most 
High, preaches to us for ever in all tones of love, and 
writes truth in all colours, on manuscripts illumi- 
nated with stars and flowers. But we are not in har- 
mony with the tthole^ and so we understand her not 

Here and there, a spirit less at discord with Nature, 
hears semitones in the ocean and wind, and when 
the stars look into his heart, he is stirred with dim 
recollections of a universal language, which would 
reveal aM^ if he only remembered the alphabet. 
* When one stands alone at night, amidst unfettered 
Nature,' says Bettine, ' it seems as though she were 
a spirit praying to man for release! And should 
man set Nature free 7 1 must at some time reflect 
upon this : but I have already very often had this 
sensation, as if wailing Nature plaintively begged 
something oif me ; and it cut me to the heart, not 
to be able to understand what she would have. I 
must consider seriously of this ; perhaps 1 may dis- 
cover something which s^ll raise us above this 
eartfajy life.' 
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Wdi iHay Nature beg pktetirely of man ; fbr sOl 
iJbiat disturbs her harmony flows Armn his spirit. 
Age after age, tto has toiled patiently, manifesting 
in thunder and l^htaiag, temped and tornado, the 
erils which man produces, and lims striving to 
restore tiie equilibrium which ke disturbs. Every 
thing else seeks earnestly to hre according to the 
laws of its being, and therefore eaoh has individual 
exceUeoce, the best adapted of all things to ks pur- 
pose. Because Natuix; is earnest, spontaneous, and 
true, she is perfect. Art, though it makes a fair 
show, produces nothing perfect. Look thnmgh a 
powerful microseope at the finest can^bric lieedle 
that ever was manniactured, and h shall seem as 
.bhmt jas a crowbar; but apply the same test to the 
antennae of a (beetle or a butterfly, and thou wilt see 
them taper to an invisible point. That man's best 
works should be such bungling imitations of Nature's 
infinite perfection, matters not much ; but that he 
should make himself an imitation, this is the fact 
which Nature moans over, and deprecates beseech- 
ingly. Be spontaneous, be truthml, be free, and 
thus be individuals! is the song she sings through 
warbling birds, and whispering pines, and roaring 
waves, and screeching winds. She wails and im- 
plores, because man keeps her in captivity, and he 
alone can set her free. To those who rii^e above 
custom and; tradition, and dare to trust their own 
wings never so litde above the crowd, how eagerly 
does she throw her garland ladders to tempt them 
upward ! How beautiful, how angelic, seems every 
fragment of life which is earnest and true ! Every 
man can be really great, if he will only trust his 
own highest instincts, think his own thoughts, 
and .say hte own say. The stupidest fellow, if he 
would but reveal, with child-like honesty, how he 
feels, and what he thinks, when the stars whik at 
. him, when.he sees: the ocean for the first time; when 
music comes over the waters, or when he «uid his 
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tdovedJ^ok mto each ^flier's «yes^ — wmM, fee but 
reveal this, the wpyJd wouW hail him as a g^tis, 
in his way, ami would prefer his story to all the 
epics that ever were written, from Homer to Scott. 

• The comcDonest -■miiHi is foil, of ibdoght, «ome wertby <rf the mreftt ; 
Aod could it tee thepi fairly Vfru, ^oi|l<} w(Niflev^at i£& wealth,,' 

Nay, there is truth in ^ne £iu;etkms assertion of 
Carlyte, that the dog, who sits looking at the moon so 
seriously, would doubtless be a poe't, if be eould but 
&ad^ publisher^ Ctfthis thing be assured, no roBMtnce 
was ever so interesting, as would be a right coropre* 
hensimi^ of that dog's relation to the moon, and of 
tim relation of both to ail things, and of all things to 
thy;self, and of thyself, to God; ^ome glimmering 
of this mysterious relation of eaeh to All may dis- 
turb the dog's mind with a sUange solemnity, until 
he fancies he sees smother dog in the moon, and howls 
thereat. Could his howl be translated and puWi^- 
ed, it might teach us somewhat that the wisest has 
not yet conjectured. 

Let not the matter-of-fact readeir imagine me to 
say that it is difficult for puppies to find publishers. 
The frothy sea of circulating literaUire would prove 
such asserticm a most manifest falsehood. Nor do I 
assert that puerile and eommcm-place minds are diffi* 
dealt about making books. Thei^e is babbling motre 
than enough ; but among it all, one &ids littfe true 
speech, or true silence. The dnUest mind has some 
beauty peculiarly its own; but it echoes, and does not 
speak itself. It strives to write as sehoc^ have taught, 
as custom dictates, or as sects prescribe ; and so it 
stammers, and makes no utterance. Nature made us 
indwidteals, as she did the flowers aaid the pebbles ; 
but we are afraid to be peculiar, and so our society 
resembles a bag of marbles, or a irtiing of mould 
candles. Why should we all dress after the same 
fashion ? The frost never paints my windows twice 
alike* 
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' As I write, I look Tottnd isr the vfsilding traee^; 
It is gone, a^hd I shall neTer see a copy. Well, I witt 
not mourn for thffi. The sunshine has its own gharh' 
OU5 beauty, dead my spirit rejoices llierein, even more 
than in tt^ graceiul .peneillings of the snow. All 
kinds of beauty have I loved with fervent homage. 
Above all, do I worship it in its highest form ; Uiat of 
a sincere and loving soul. Even here in the city, sunid 
bricks and mortar, and filth and finery, I find it in 
all its manifestatieas, from the ammal to the god^ 
like. 

This morning our pavements were spread wkh 
jewelled ermine, more daintily prepared than the 
foot-cloth of an eastern qi;Eeen. But now die worid 
has travelled through it, as it does throi^ the heart 
c^ a politician, and every pure drift is mud**b^pat« 
lered. But there is still the beauty of the bells, and 
the graceful little shell-like sleighs, and the swift mo- 
tions. There is something exhilarating in the rapid 
whirl of life, abroad and joyous, in New- York, sooH 
after a new-fallen snow. It excites somewhat of the 
triumphant emotion wliich one feels when riding a 
swift horse, or careering on the surging sea. It brings 
to my mind Lapland deer, and flashing Aurora, 
and moon-images in the sky, and those wonderful 
luminous snows, which clothe the whole landscape 
with phosphoric fire. 

But there is beauty here far beyond rich furs and 
Russian chimes, and noble horses, or imagination of 
tiie glorious refractions in arctic ^^es ; for here are 
human hearts, faithful and loving^ amid the fiercest 
temptations; still genial and cheerful, though sur- 
rounded by storm and blight. Two little ragged 
girls went by the window just now, their scanty gar- 
ments fluttering in the wind: but their Uttle blue 
hands were locked in each other, and the elder ten«> 
derly lifted the younger through the snow-drift It 
was but a short time ago, that I passed the same clul» 
dien in Broadway. One of them had rags bound 
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rocmd her feet, and a pair of broken shoes. The 
oiher was barefoot, and she looked very red, for it 
was pinching cold. * Mary,' said tfie other, in a 
gentle voice, * sit down on the door-step here, and I 
will take off my rags and sho©s. Your feet are cold, 
and yo«. shall wear them the rest of the way.' ' Just 
aliUle while,' replied the other; *for they are very 
cold ; but you shall have them again directly.' They 
sat down, and made the friendly exchange; and 
away jumped the little one, her bare feet pattering on 
the cold stones, but glowing with a happy heart- 
warmth* 

You say I must make up such incidents, because 
fouvnever see humanity under such winning aspeetisi 
m the streets of New-Ycwrk. Nay, my friered, I do 
not make up these stories ; but I look on this ever- 
moving panorama of life, as Coleridge describes his 
Oupid : 

* What outward form and features are, 

He gues86th but in part ; 
But what within is good and fair, 

Ht seeth with ike heartJ' 



LETTER XXXIX. 

April 27, 1843. 

There is a fine engraving of Jean Paul Richter, 
aurrounded by floating clouds, alJ of which are 
angels' faces ;j but so soft and shadowy, that they 
must be sought for to be perceiv«L It was a beauti* 
ful idea thus to environ Jean Paul ; for whosoever 
reads him with an earnest thoughtfulness, will see 
heavenly features perpetually shining through the 
golden mists or rolling vapour. 

But the picture interested me especially, because it 
embodied a great spiritual truth. In all clouds that 
suzround the soul, there are angel faces, and W9 
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fihoHid ^ee /ib«ca if vm.were calm and h©ly, i^ w 
Ijecause we are knpsitierit of our destiny, and do not 
understand its use in our eternal progression, that 
the clouds wjiich envelop n seem like blacfc mas^^s 
of thunder, or cold aud dismal obstructions of the 
sunshine. If man. looked at his being as a whole, or 
had faith that all things were intended to bring him 
into harmony with the diviixe will, he would grg..te- 
fully acknowledge that spiritual dew and rain, wi«d 
and lightning, cloud and sunshine, all help his 
growth, as their natural forms bring to maturity the 
flowers and the grain. * Whosoever quarrels with 
his &te, does not understand i^^' says Be^tiae; and 
among ali her inspired sa^yingi^ she spake n^«i^ wiser. 

Misfortune is never mournful to the. soul that 
accepts it ; for such do always see that every clopd 
is aa angel's face. Every maix doeajs that he his 
precisely the trials and temptations which are the 
hardest of all others for him to bear ; but they are so, 
simply because they are the very ones he most needs. 

I admit the truth of Bulwer's assertion, that ' long 
adversity usually leaves its prey somewhat chilled, 
and somewhat hardened to affection; passive and 
quiet of hope, resigned to the worst, as to the conunon 
order of events, and expecting httle from the best, as 
an unlooked-for incident in the regularity of human 
afflictions.' But 1 apprehend this remark is mainly 
applicable to pecuniary difficulties, which, 4n all 
their wretched and entangling minutiae, like the dimi- 
nutive cords by which Gulliver was boimd, tame the 
strongest mind, and quell the most bwyant spirit.' 

These vexations are not man's natural destiny, and 
therefore are not healthy for his soul. Theyare pro- 
duced by, a false structure of society, which daily 
sends thousands x>f kind and generous hearts down 
to ruin and despair, in its great whirl of falsity and 
wrong. These are victims of a stinging grief, which 
has m it nothing di\dne, and brings no healing on its 
wings. 
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But the sorrow which God appoints is ptirifyfeig 
and ennobling, and contains within it a serious joy. 
Our Father saw tfiat disappointment and separation 
were necessary, and he has made them holy and 
elevating. Prom the sepulchre the stone is rolled 
away, and angels declare to the mourner, ^ He is not 
here; he is risen. Why seek ye the living among 
the dead'?' And a voice, higher than the angels, 
proclaims, * Becausa I live, y^ shall live also.' 

* There is no Death to those who know of life; 
No Time to those who see Etermly.' 

Blessed indeed are the ministrations of sorrow ! 
Through it we are brought into more tender relatitns- 
ship to all other forms of being, obtain a deeper in- 
sight into the mystery of eternal life, and feel more 
distinctly the breathings of the Infinite. ' All sorrow 
raises us above the civic, ceremonial law, and makes 
the prosaist a psalmist,' says Jean Paul. 

Whatsoever is highest and holiest is tinged with 
melancholy. The eye of genius has always a plain- 
tive expression, and its natural language is pathos. 
A prophet is sadder than other men ; and He who 
was greater than all prophets, was ' a man of sor- 
rows, and acquainted with grief.' 

Sorrow connects the soul with the invisible and the 
everlasting ; and therefore all things prophesy it, be- 
fore it comes to us. The babe weeps at the wail of 
music, though he is a stranger to grief; and joyful 
young hearts are saddened by the solemn brightness 
of the moon. When men try to explain the oppres- 
sive feelings inspired by moonlight and the ever 
silent stars, they say it is as if spirits were near. 
Thus Bettine writes to Gunderode. 'In the night 
was something confidential, which allured me as a 
child ; and before I ever heard of spirits, it seemed 
as if there was something living near me, in whose 
protection I trusted. So was it with me on the bal- 
24* 
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^simy, iv^mi a diild thaem <a fem yeMs old, wbM^ 
the bieUft were tolling kht the emptor '« death. As it 
always grew moie nightly and oool, and nobody msh 
me, it seemed as if the air was full of bdl«chimes, 
wtuch surrounded me ; then came a gloom e^f^vi^ 
Uttle heart, and then again sad^n composure, a^'i 
my goWian angel had taketn me in his syrms. Whut 
a great myst^y is life, so closely anbracing the smik^ 
as the chrysalis Ihe butterfly !' 

The spiritual speaks ever to us, but we hear it dA 
such moments, because the soul is silent and listen- 
ing, and therefore the infinite pervades it AU ato^ 
al^e, throng deep shadows, thus mdy can ye pass 
to gold^i sunduae on the eternal shore; ikoB b the 
prophetic voice, whose sad but holy uM^ramse goes 
deep down into the soul when it is alone wi^ moofir- 
light and stars. Und^ its unearthly influence, diild- 
hood ^nestles closer to its mother's sKte, and the natb- 
ful heart of youth melts into tears. It k as if .'tiie 
cross upirear^ its dark shadow b^oee the vinoa of 
the infant. Saviour. 

As we grow older, this prophecy becomes ezfm- 
•ence. By the hand of Sorrow the finite is rolled away 
like a scroll, and we stand consciously in the presence 
of the infinite and the eternal. The wailing of tto 
autumn wind, the lone stubble waving in the wintry 
£eld, the falling foliage, and the starry stillness, are 
no longer a luxury of sadness, as in thedays of yoiUh- 
ful ims^gination. The voice of wailing has been vnih- 
in us ; our loved ones have left us, and we are like 
the lone stubble in the once blooming field ; the leaves 
tof our hopes are falling withered around us; and the 
midnight stillness is filled with dreary echoes of the 
•past. 

. Oh, Father, how fearful is this pilgrimage ! Aiosm 
in the twilight, and voices from thhB earth, the ate, 
and /the sky, call, 'Whence art thou?— WhithOT 
goest thou 7' And none makes answer. Briiitid xm 
comes the voice of the Past, like the ecfaoof a imO 
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Ht0J7iiHcig tti^ngb 8f^6 f0r% thotumnd years ; asd 
aU it mi«Jifs is, * As then art, I was.' Before us 
atonds'the Future, a shadow robed in rapour, with 
a fer-off sunlight shming through. The Present is 
aif^mid i«5— pasrifig away — fpassing away. And we? 
Ob, Father! fearful indeed :is this eatlh-pilgrimage, 
when the soal has leaiaaed that all its sounds are 
,^teboes,-— »11 its sights are shadows. 

But io ! the clouds open, and a face serene and 
tiopeful looks forth, and says. Be thou as a little 
child, and thus shalt thou become a seraph. The 
<stodows which perplex ihee are afll realities; the 
t^hoes adce all from the eternal :roice which gaye to 
light its being. All theehan^g fowns around thee 
are bat miages of the infinite and the true, see& m 
'the miwror <rf time, as they pass by, each on a 
feeairenly mission. Be thou as a little child. Thy 
Father's hsaad will guide thee home. 

I bow my head in silent humility. I cannot pray 
that aiiictions may not visit me. I know why it 
was that Mrs. Fletcher said, ^ Such prayers never 
s^^n to have wings.' I am willing to be purified 
through sorrow, and to accept it meekly as a blessing. 
I see that all the clouds are angelfe' faces, and their 
voitses speak harmonioui^ of the everlasting chime. 



LETTER XL. 

The firat of May ! How the phrase is twined all 
round with violets; and clunlps of the small Housi- 
tania (which remind me of a * sylvania phalanx' of 
babies,) and slight anemones, nodding gracefully as 
Mooming maidens, under the old moss-grown trees ! 
How it brings up visions of fair young floral queens, 
and garlanded May-poles^ and doornposts wreathed 
wilh ^wera, wsui juvenile choirs byimuiig the return 
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of the swallows, in the ancient time! *ftie 6ld 
French word Afe5, signifies a garden; and in Ix)raine, 
Mai still has that meaning; from which, perhaps, 
the word maiden. In Brittany, Mae signifies grfeen, 
flourishing ; the Dutch Mooy, means beautiful, 
agreeable; the Swedish Mio is small, pretty and 
pleasant; and the East India Maya is Goddess of 
Nature. Thus have tnen diown their love of this 
genial month by connecting its name with images cf( 
youth and loveliness. 

In our climate, it happens frequently, that ' Win- 
ter, lingering, chills the lap of May,' and we are often 
tantalized with promises unfulfilled. But though 
our Northern Indians name June 'the nie^tJi of 
flowers,' yet, with all her abundant beauty, I doubt 
whether she commends herself to the heart, like 
May, with her scanty love-tokens from the giiave 6( 
the frosty past. They are like infancy, like resurrec- 
tion, like everything new and fresh, and full of hope- 
fulness and promise. 

The Pirst^ and the Lastf Ah, in all human 
things, how does one idea forever follow the other, 
like its shadow! The circling year oppresses me 
with its fulness of meaning. Youth, manhood, and 
old age, are its most external significance. It is 
symbolical of things far deeper, as every soul knows, 
that is travelling over steep hills, and through quiet 
valleys, unto the palace called Beautiful, like Bun- 
yan's world-renowned Pilgrim. Human life, in its 
forever-repeating circle, like Nature, in her perpe- 
tual self-restoring beauty, tells us that from the 
burial place of Winter young Spring shall come forth 
to preach resurrection ; and thus it must be in the 
outward and symbolical, because thus it is in the 
inward, spiritual progression of the soul. 

* Two children in two neighbour villages, 
Playing mad pranks along the lieathy leas ; 
Two strangers meeting at a festival ; 
Two lovBTs whispering by an orchard waUt 
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lhr9 lives fa^ond fast in one, with gokien ease ; 
Two.gfBvea grass-green beside a grey church-tower, 
Washed with still rains, and daisy-blossomed ; 
Two children in one hamlet, born and bred ; 
So runs the round of life from hour to hour.* 



Blessings on the Spring-time, when Nature stands 
like young children hand in hand, in prophecy of 
future marriage ! 

May-day in New- York is the saddest thing, to one 
whQ.has been used to hunting mosses by the brook, 
and paddling in its waters. Brick walls, instead of 
budding trees, and rattling wHIels in lieu of singing 
birds, are bad enough ; but to make the matter worse, 
all New-York moves on the first of May ; not only 
moves about, as usual, in the everlasting hurry-scurry 
ef business, but one house empties itself into another, 
all over the city. Tlie streets are full of loaded 
drays, on which tables are dancing, and carpets roll- 
ing to and fro. Small chairs, which bring up such 
pretty, cozy images of rollypooly mannikins and 
maidens, eating supper from tilted porringers, and 
spilling the milk on their night-gowns — these go rick- 
eting along on the tops of beds and bureaus, and not 
unfrequently pitch into the street, and so fall asun- 
der. Children are driving hither and yon, one with 
a flower-pot in his hand, another with work-box, 
band-box, or oil-canakin; each so intent upon his 
important mission, that all the world seems to him 
(as it does to many a theologian,) safely locked up 
within the walls he carries. Luckily, both boy and 
bigot are mistaken, or mankind would be in a bad 
box, sure enough. The dogs seem bewildered with 
this universal transmigration of bodies ; and as for 
the cats, they sit on the door-steps, mewing piteously, 
that they were not born in the middle ages, or at 
least in the quiet old portion of the world. And 1, 
who have almost as strong a love of localities as 
poor puss, turn away from the windows, with a sup- 
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{^essed anathema on the nineteenth e^ittiry, wilk 
Its perpetual changes. Do you want an appropriale 
emblem of this country, and this age 7 Then stand 
on the side-walks of New- York, and watch the iHii- 
versal transit on the first of May. The facility and 
speed with which our people change poUtics, and 
move from sect to sect, and from theory to theory, 
is comparatively slow and moss-grown ; unl^s, in- 
deed, one except the Rev. O. A. Brownson, who 
seems to stay in any spiritual habitation a m^ich 
riiorter time than the New-Yorkers do in their hoiises. 
It is the custom* here for those who move out to leave 
the accumulated du* and dirt of the year, {or them 
who enter to clear up. I apprehend it is somewhat 
so with all the ecclesiastical and civil establishments*, 
which have so long been let out to tenants in rota- 
tion. Those who enter them must make a gt^eat 
sweeping and scrubbing, if they would have atslean 
residence. 

That people should move so ofien in this city, is 
generally a matter of their own volition. Aspirations 
after the infinite, lead them to perpetual change, in 
the restless hope of finding something better and bet- 
ter still. But they would not raise the price of drays, 
and subject themselves to great inconvenience, bf 
moving aU on one day, were it not that the law com- 

Eels everybody who intends to move at all, to quit 
is premises l^fore twelve o'clock, on May morn- 
ing. Failing to do this, the police will put him and 
his goods into the street, where they will fare much 
like a boy beside an upset hornet's nest. This regu- 
lation, handed down from old Dutch times, proves 
very convenient in arranging the Directory with 
promptness and accuracy ; and as theologians, and 
some reformers, can perceive no higher mission for 
human souls, than to arrange themselves rank and 
file in sectarian platoons, so perhaps the civil au- 
thorities may imagine there is nothing more impor* 
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taut to a citizen than to hare his name set in a well- 
cwdered Directory. 

However, human beings are such creatures of habit 
and imitation, that what is necessity soon becomes 
feshion, and each or^e wishes to do what everybody 
else is doing. A lady in the neighbourhood closed 
all her blinds and shutters^ on May-day ; being asked 
by her acquaintance whether she had been in the 
country, ishe answered, * I was ashamed not to be 
moving on the first of May ; and so I shut up the 
house that the neighbours might not know it.' One 
could not well imagine a fact more characteristic of 
the despotic sway of custom and public opinion, in 
the United States, and the nrneteentfi century. Elias 
Hicks' remark, that it takes ^live fish to swim up 
stream,' is ^nphatically true of this age and country, 
in which liberty-caps abound, but no one is allowed 
to wear them. 

I am by temperament averse to frequent changes, 
either in my spiritual qr material abode. 1 think I 
was made for a German ; and that my soul in coming 
down to earth, got drifted away by some side- 
wind, and so was wafted into the United States, to 
take up its abode in New- York. Jean Paul, speak- 
ing of the quiet habits of the Germans, says he does 
not believe they turn in their beds so often as the 
French do. O, for one of those old German homes, 
where the same stork, with his children and grand- 
children, builds on the same roof, generation after 
generation ; where each family knows its own par- 
ticular stork, and each stork knows the family jfrom 
all the world beside. Oh, for a quiet nook in good 
old Nuremberg, where still flourishes the lime tree, 
planted seven hundred years ago, by Empress 
Cunegunde; where the same family inhabits the 
same mansion for five centuries ; where cards are 
still sold in the same house where cards were first 
manufactured ; and where the great-grandson makes 
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watehes in the same shop that was occupied by his 
watch-making great-grandfather. 

But after all, this is a foolish, whining complaint 
A stork's nest is very pleasant, but there are better 
things. Man is moving to his highest destiny through 
manifold reYolutiona of spirit ; and the outward must 
change with the inward. 

It is selfish and unwise to quarrel with this spiritual 
truth or its ultimate results, however inconvenient 
they may be. The old fii^erman, who would have 
exterminated steam-boats, because they firightened 
the fish away from the waters where he had baited 
them for years, was by no means profound in his 
social views, or of expansive benevolence. 

If the world were filled with different tribes of 
Nurembergers, with their storks, what strangers 
should we brethren of the human household be to 
each other! Thanks to Carlyle, who has brought 
England and America into such close companionship 
with the mind of Germany. Thanks to Mary Howitt, 
who has introduced Frederika Bremer into our homes, 
like a stmbeam of spring, and thus changed Sweden 
from a snowy abstraction to a beautiful and healthy 
reality. It is so pleasant to look into the hearts and 
eyes of those Northern brothers ! To be conveyed 
to their firesides by a proems so much swifter than 
steam ! 

Do you fear that the patriot will be lost in the 
cosmopolite? Never fear. We shall not love our 
own household less, because we love others more. 
In the beautiful words of Frederika : * The human 
heart is Uke Heaven; the more angeb, the more 
room.' 
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